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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


I    HAVE  read  these  Twelve  Lectures  with  pleasure  and 

profit       They    set    forth    in    simple    and   Scriptural 

teaching,  vital  truths  foreshadowed  in  these  great  types 

which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  left  on  record,  for  our  instruction 

and  edification. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  Sacred  Word  so  full  of  the 
excellencies  of  the  Person  and  virtues  of  the  Work  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  typical  books,  yet  it  has  to  be 
confessed,  no  part  of  Holy  Scripture  is  less  known.  Com 
paratively  few  read  these  books,  and  of  those  who  do,  not 
many  dig  to  find  their  hidden  treasures.  And  in  our  time, 
little  is  heard  from  them  in  public  ministry.  This  is  our 
common  loss. 

It  is  therefore  with  gratitude  that  we  welcome  these 
pages,  and  with  confidence  that  we  here  commend  them  to 
the  Lord's  people. 

This  book  contains  the  substance  of  what  has  been  given 
fully  to  interested  audiences  of  hearers  in  parts  of  America 
and  Australia.  It  is  now  passed  on  in  this  handy  form, 
to  be  read  and  compared  with  the  Word,  by  all  who  in  every 
place  love  its  holy  pages,  and  seek  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  Him  of  whom  Moses  wrote,  to  whose 
Peerless  Person,  Perfect  Sacrifice,  and  Ceaseless  Service 
in  the  Heavenly  Sanctuary,  these  types  have  borne  their 
witness. 

May  the  book  be  well-pleasing  to  the  Lord,  acceptable 
to  His  people,  and  a  means  of  blessing  to  all  who  read  it. 

J.R, 


SYNOPSIS  OF  SUBJECTS. 


I. — THE  COURT  AND  THE  GATE. — Their  Dimensions, 
Materials,  and  their  Message.  The  Gospel  for  All. 
The  Position  and  Privileges  of  the  Believer. 

II. — THE  BRAZEN  ALTAR. — Its  Materials,  Measurements, 
Place,  and  Uses.  The  Great  Sacrifice,  and  Faith's 
Identification  therewith. 

III. — THE  COURT  WALL. — Its  Pillars  and  Sockets,  Pins 
and  Cords.  Fillets  and  their  Use.  The  Wall  of 
Linen  and  its  Meaning. 

IV. — THE  BRAZEN  LAYER. — The  Cleansing  of  the  Priest 
hood.  Bathing  and  Washing.  The  Teaching  of 
John  xiii. 

V. — THE  CURTAINS  AND  COVERINGS. — Badgers'  Skins, 
Rams'  Skins,  Goats'  Hair.  Fine  Twined  Linen. 

VI.— BOARDS  AND  BARS.— The  Silver  Sockets.  Shittim 
Wood  and  Gold.  The  Bars  and  Rings. 

VII. — THE  DOOR  AND  THE  VEIL. — The  Five  Pillars  and 
the  Four.  The  Hangings  of  Blue,  Purple,  and 
Scarlet.  Fine  Twined  Linen.  The  Cherubim. 

VIII. — THE  GOLDEN  LAMPSTAND. — The  Stem  and  the 
Branches.  The  Lamps  and  the  Oil.  The  Trimming 
of  the  Lamps. 

IX. — THE  TABLE  AND  THE  SHEWBREAD. — Its  Materials 
and  Purpose.  The  Loaves  and  their  Use. 


Ti.  SYNOPSIS  OF  SUBJECTS. 

X. — THE  INCENSE  ALTAR. — Its  Position,  Materials,  and 
Use.  The  Incense  and  the  Fire. 

XL — THE  ARK  AND  MERCY-SEAT. — The  Holiest.  The 
Throne  of  Jehovah.  Mercy  and  Judgment.  The 
Blood-Stained  Mercy-Seat. 

XII. — THE  MAKING  OF  THE  TABERNACLE. — The  Workers. 
The  Givers.  The  Gifts.  The  Pattern.  The 
Acceptance  and  the  Filling. 


Lectures  on  the  Tabernacle: 

Its  Types  and  Teachings. 


THE  COURT  HND  THE  GflTE. 

(Exodus  xxvii.  16-19,  John  x.  9). 

IN  the  Gate  of  the  Court  with  its  divers  colours,  God's 
free  and  full  salvation  for  sinners  is  fully  told  out. 

The  dimensions  of  the  Court  wall  were  : — north  and 
south  sides,  100  cubits  or  about  175  feet;  east  and  west, 
50  cubits  or  about  87$  feet;  the  height  was  5  cubits  all 
round,  or  about  8^  feet. 

I  would  like  you  to  notice  first,  something  that  is  very 
suggestive,  and  it  is  this  :— God  gives  us  the  account  of 
the  Creation  of  this  world  in  less  than  two  chapters,  and 
yet  the  instructions  for  the  making  of  a  small  building  like 
the  Tabernacle  take  up  eleven  chapters.  Looking  at  it 
from  our  point  of  view,  we  would  think  that  the  work  of 
creation  was  of  far  more  importance  than  the  building  of 
the  Tabernacle.  But  mighty  though  the  work  of  creation 
was,  it  was  simply,  as  it  were,  the  erection  of  a  stage  upon 
which  was  to  be  wrought  a  far  mightier  work.  That  was. 
the  wondrous  work  of  redemption.  And  as  in  a  theatre,  the 
actor  is  more  than  the  stage,  so  the  One  who  performed 
that  mighty  work,  is  infinitely  more  glorious  than  the  stage 
on  which  He  performed  it. 
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The  Tabernacle  proper  was  towards  the  western  end  of 
the  Court.  It  was  30  cubits  or  about  52  feet  long,  10 
cubits  or  17$  feet  wide,  10  cubits  or  17^  feet  high.  It  was 
divided  into  two  compartments.  The  larger  of  the  two  is 
called  the  Holy  Place,  the  smaller,  the  Most  Holy  Place. 
In  the  larger,  we  have  the  Golden  Altar,  the  Golden  Lamp- 
stand,  and  the  Golden  Table ;  while  in  the  smaller  or  the 
Holiest,  we  have  but  the  Ark  and  Mercy-Seat.  When  the 
Tabernacle  was  pitched,  it  did  not  look  just  as  our  picture 
represents  it.  The  picture  is  arranged  so  that  we  get  a 
view  of  the  two  curtains  and  coverings.  But  when  the  Taber 
nacle  was  erected,  the  only  covering  visible,  save  a  width 
of  the  goats'  hair  curtain  above  the  door,  was  the  outer 
covering  of  badgers'  skins.  The  first  set  of  curtains  were 
fine  twined  linen,  blue,  purple  and  scarlet.  Over  these 
were  the  goats'  hair  curtains.  On  top  of  these  again  were 
the  rams'  skins  dyed  red.  And  over  all  was  a  covering  of 
badgers'  skins.  Then  over  the  Tabernacle,  while  it  was  at 
rest,  there  was  "  The  Cloud,"  a  symbol  of  the  Divine 
Presence,  resting  on  the  rear  end  of  the  Tabernacle,  and 
like  a  vast  umbrella  overshadowing  the  camp.  That  cloud 
was  ever  present.  When  they  were  to  journey,  it  arose  off 
the  top  of  the  Tabernacle  and  went  in  the  direction  that 
God  meant  them  to  travel,  and  when  they  came  to  their 
camping  ground,  the  cloud  stopped,  thus  always  showing 
them  the  direction,  just  how  far  they  were  to  go,  and  when 
they  were  to  encamp.  The  Court  was  formed  of  60  pillars 
of  shittim  wood  supporting  the  linen  curtain  wall.  Around 
the  Tabernacle,  immediately  outside  this  wall,  there  were 
the  three  Levitical  families,  the  Kohathites,  Gershonites, 
•and  Merarites. 

Then  encamped  near  the  gate,  were  Moses  and  Aaron, 
And  Aaron's  sons.  Thus  the  first  line  around  the  Tabernacle 
was  the  priestly  tribe.  Then  outside  this  again,  three 


THE  COURT  AND  THE  GATE.          9 

tribes  on  each  quarter,  the  twelve  tribes,  making  a  very 
pretty  sight — one  that  drew  from  Balaam  those  very  poetic 
words  in  Numbers,  chapters  22,  23,  and  24. 

The  Tabernacle  was  a  comparatively  small  building.  It 
was  designed  to  be  a  place  where  God  could  dwell  with 
and  meet  Israel  in  the  person  of  their  High  Priest.  So  it 
was  not  an  auditorium,  as  such  a  place  for  the  assembling 
of  God's  people  now  would  be. 

The  approach  to  that  Tabernacle  was  most  suggestive. 
Close  by  the  gate,  was  the  Brazen  Altar.  Between  it  and 
the  Tabernacle,  about  midway,  was  the  Brazen  Laver. 
Thus  those  who  came  to  God  were  met  first  by  that  which 
must  form  the  title  of  any  sinner  in  coming  to  God.  The 
Altar  speaks  of  the  Cross  work  of  our  Blessed  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  His  work  accomplished  on  earth.  Then  the  Laver, 
which  speaks  of  the  unfinished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  heaven. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  now  to  give  you  our  reasons  for 
using  these  remarkable-types,  as  indeed  typifying  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  His  various  offices.  We  hope  to  deal  with 
them  each  in  their  turn,  and  then  the  Word  will  carry 
conviction  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  God's  people,  that 
they  do  so  set  forth  His  glory.  One  little  word  suggests 
this  ;  that  is  the  last  clause  of  the  gth  verse  of  the  2Qth 
Psalm.  Speaking  of  this  very  building,  for  the  Temple 
proper  was  not  then  built  (and  so  what  is  called  the  Temple 
in  the  2Qth  Psalm  is  the  Tabernacle),  that  verse  says, 
"  Every  whit  of  it  uttereth  His  glory."  "  Every  whit  of 
it " — not  merely  those  beautiful  vessels  that  are  inside. 
One  might  say,  "  Of  course  they  will  utter  His  glory,"  but 
the  Tabernacle  as  it  stands  as  a  whole,  blessedly  speaks 
forth  the  Glories  of  Christ.  We  shall  see  that  there  is  not 
.a  part  of  it,  from  the  Ark  and  Mercy-Seat  where  God  began, 
right  out  to  the  gate,  but  utters  His  glory.  And  some  of 
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these  things,  away  far  out  from  the  centre,  right  in  the  very 
Court  wall,  in  a  most  blessed  way  proclaim  that  glory. 
Now  if  there  is  any  part  of  it  that,  naturally  speaking,  you 
might  pass  as  not  being  very  interesting,  it  would  just  be 
this  wall  and  this  gate.  It  will  be  far  more  interesting,  no 
doubt,  when  we  get  to  the  building  itself,  but  the  gate  and 
the  wall,  each  in  its  measure,  proclaim  in  most  blessed 
language  Christ's  glory. 

In  beginning  with  the  gate,  we  begin  where  God  ended 
in  His  instructions  to  Moses  as  to  the  making  of  this 
Tabernacle.  He  begins  with  the  Ark  and  Mercy-Seat,  and 
works  from  these  out,  until  we  come  to  the  Laver  and  the 
Brazen  Altar,  and  then  to  the  Gate.  We  begin,  we  say 
where  God  left  off,  and  this  is  very  suggestive.  It  is  the 
very  thing,  which  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  would  keep 
prominently  before  the  minds  of  both  saved  and  unsaved. 
God  expects  us  to  begin  where  He  ended.  On  that  Cross 
of  shame,  Jehovah-Jesus  cried  out,  "  It  is  finished."  With 
that  finished  work,  some  of  us  began  many  years  ago.  We 
began  to  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  of  sins  forgiven,  to  rejoice 
before  Him  as  sinners  saved  by  sovereign  grace.  We  did 
not  begin  to  work  for  salvation.  All  was  finished — finished. 

THE  ONE  WAY  OF  ENTRANCE. 

The  first  thing  we  see  prominent  is  the  door.  A  door 
suggests  a  way  of  approach,  and  as  we  speak  of  the  door 
of  the  Tabernacle  or  the  door  into  the  Court,  the  word  will 
stand  for  either.  Well  now,  a  door  suggests  a  means  of 
drawing  nigh,  and  this  door  proclaims  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Christ  as  the  One  who,  in  John  x.,  could  say,  "I  am  the 
Door."  A  door  has  two  sides.  There  is  the  inside  and 
the  outside,  and  it  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world 
just  what  side  of  the  door  you  are  on.  If  you  are  on  the 
outside  it  is  very  solemn.  You  must  be  on  the  one  side 
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or  the  other.  Now  this  gate  tells  me  that  Christ  came  to 
be  the  Door  of  God,  that  man  by  nature  is  outside,  and 
Christ  is  come  in  grace,  that  he  might  be  the  Divine  way 
of  sinners  getting  back  to  God.  You  remember  away  back 
in  Eden's  garden,  that  God  drove  out  the  man.  Once,  our 
first  parents  were  in  that  garden,  but  there  came  that  fatal 
act,  that  act  of  disobedience,  and  then  God  righteously 
drove  them  out — and  Cain  and  Abel  were  born  outside 
Eden.  So  has  every  man  and  every  woman  that  has  ever 
been  on  this  earth,  with  one  solitary  exception.  That 
exception  was  the  Christ  of  God  Himself.  All  but  He 
were  born  at  a  distance  from  God — born  sinners.  All  in 
this  meeting  were  born  at  a  distance  from  God.  The 
question  is,  how  are  we  to  get  back  into  His  presense? 
The  door  tells  us  that.  It  speaks  of  getting  back  into  the 
presence  of  God,  and  so  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  announces 
this  blessed  truth,  "  I  am  THE  Door."  I  want  you  to  look 
at  the  picture.  How  many  doors  are  there  into  the  Court  ? 
Just  one,  and  that  door  is  on  the  eastern  end.  Supposing 
we  were  to  look  at  the  south  side,  the  north  side,  or  the 
western  end,  what  would  meet  our  gaze  ?  One  long  stretch 
of  linen,  unbroken,  white  linen,  but  no  door.  It  is  only 
linen,  but  to  force  an  entrance  would  be  to  rush  to  certain 
destruction.  That  linen  we  say,  stands  there  marking  off 
the  sacred  precincts  of  the  Tabernacle  enclosure,  and 
whoever  will  come  to  God,  must  come  in  the  proper  way. 
They  must  come  in  at  the  gate,  for  to  force  the  linen  would 
be  to  court  judgment.  So  all  along  the  north  side,  the 
south  side,  the  western  end  I  see  no  door,  only  an  unbroken 
stretch  of  white  linen.  But  we  come  to  this  eastern  end, 
and  we  get  blue  and  purple  and  scarlet  on  fine  twined  linen. 
Now  what  does  this  mean  ?  Let  me  just  for  a  few  minutes 
speak  on  what  I  hope  to  deal  with  more  fully  at  a  later 
stage  of  these  meetings — the  materials  that  formed  this  gate. 
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You  notice  there  are  four  pillars.  When  we  come  to  the 
door  into  the  Tabernacle  there  are  five  pillars.  The  four 
pillars  remind  us  of  the  Gospels.  Christ  is  there  held  up 
as  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  the  way  for  sinners  to  come  into 
the  presence  of  God.  The  door  into  the  Tabernacle  itself 
reminds  us  of  Christ,  the  way  of  approach  for  believers. 
Then  in  the  loth  John  we  have  another  verse,  "  I  am  the 
Door  of  the  sheep."  Now  these  two  entrances  are  very 
significant.  The  four  pillars  of  the  Court  gate  tell  us  of 
the  four  writers  of  the  Gospels.  The  five  pillars  of  the 
door  into  the  Holy  Place  tell  us  of  the  five  writers  of  the 
Epistles,  where  Christ  is  ministered  to  believers  by  Paul, 
Peter,  James,  Jude,  and  John.  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and 
John  present  Christ  in  His  life,  death,  burial,  and  resurrec 
tion  as  the  means  whereby  the  sinner  comes  into  the 
presence  of  God. 

THE  COLOURS  OF  THE  GATE. 

In  the  blue,  purple,  scarlet  and  fine  twined  linen,  God 
gives  us  the  characteristics  of  the  Four  Gospels.  Let  us 
take  these  Gospels  in  order.  First  we  have  Matthew,  or 
the  purple.  Matthew  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingship  of 
Christ.  The  chief  point  that  Matthew  has  from  God  to 
keep  ever  prominently  before  the  reader  is,  Christ  as  God's 
Anointed  King— the  purple.  The  next  is  scarlet.  The 
scarlet  is  seen  in  Mark.  There  we  have  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  lowly  guise  of  a  Servant.  But  you  say,  "  How 
is  that  shadowed  forth  in  the  scarlet  ? "  Well,  the  word 
41  scarlet,"  as  those  who  read  the  Newberry  Version  of  the 
Bible  will  have  noticed,  is  "  worm  scarlet."  That  is,  the 
colour  was  gotten  from  a  worm.  And  herein  we  see  the 
marvellous  grace  of  One  who,  from  all  eternity,  was  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Father,  the  One  who  was  the  Maker  of 
worlds,  who  would  stoop  down,  down,  until  He  could  say, 
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"  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man  !  "     Blue  :  in  John  we  get  the 
blue.     It  speaks  of  heaven,  and  reminds  us  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God.    So  in  John,  we  see  Christ 
in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  in  a  past  eternity.     We  read, 
"  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God"  (John  i.  i).     So  we  say  in 
the  blue  we  get  the  Divinity — the  Deity  of  Christ.     But 
what  about  the  linen  ?     The  linen  speaks  of  the  perfect, 
holy  manhood  of  Christ.     And  this  is  the  burden  of  Luke. 
Just  as  distinctly  as    it   is    Matthew's   to   point    out   the 
Kingship  of  Christ,  Luke   points  us  to  Christ  as  the  Holy 
Man.     The  linen  speaks  of  the  perfect  Humanity  of  Christ. 
But  wherever  you   get    only    linen,    there    is    no    way    of 
approach.     What  does  that  mean  ?     If  I  were  to  come  to 
you  to-night  and  take  up  that  blessed  life,  that  unique  life, 
the  life  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on  earth,  that  drew  forth 
from  the  Father  again  and  again  those  words,  "  This  is  my 
beloved    Son   in  Whom   I    am    well   pleased,"    and   if  I 
presented  that  life  to  you  as  that  which  you  should  imitate, 
and  by  imitating  that  life,  hope  at  last  to  find  a  place  in 
glory  with  Him  ;  and  if  I  should  bring  all  the  powers  given 
to  mortal  man  to  bear  upon  the  minds  of  others,  if  I  could 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  Paul  and  all  the  eloquence  of  an 
angel,  and  got  you  occupied  with  Christ  on  earth  as  Man, 
with  His  walk  as  Man,   and  held  out  that  as  the  way  of 
salvation,   I    would    be   exceedingly    cruel.        You   might 
possibly  think  it  would  be  a  grand  thing  to  do,  but  I  tell 
you  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  cruel  thing  to  do.     It  is 
said  that  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  a  preacher  was  holding 
forth  to  quite  a  large  crowd  and  this  was  his  theme.      He 
was  one  of  those  who  have  no  blood  in  their  Gospel,  one 
that  did  not  consider  God  required  satisfaction  for  the  sins 
of  man,  one  of  those  who  do  not  believe  in  the  holy  sin- 
hating  character  of  God.      He  was  exhorting  the  people  to 
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imitate  Christ.  "Christ's  was  a  beautiful  life,  a  perfect 
life,  imitate  that."  There  was  one  poor  woman  present  who 
had  been  in  her  younger  days  brought  in  contact  with  more 
Scriptural  preaching.  She  had  learned  how  that  we  are 
sinners  by  nature,  and  that  only  on  the  ground  of  the 
accomplished  work  of  Christ  on  the  Cross,  can  a  lost  sinner 
have  hope.  As  she  listened  to  this  man  speaking  in  the 
strain  I  have  indicated,  she  cried  out  with  a  shrill  voice, 
"  Oh  !  Sir,  your  rope's  not  long  enough  to  reach  a  sinner 
like  me."  Now  if  you  were  speaking  to  an  unfallen  race, 
to  men  and  women  who  had  never  come  under  the  dread 
sentence  of  God's  holy  law,  there  might  be  some  reason 
for  preaching  the  Christ  of  God  as  a  perfect  example  to 
imitate  as  a  Man,  but  a  ruined  sinner  requires  something 
else  first,  and  this  has  been  provided :  blessed  be  God 

We  invite  you  to  come  to  the  eastern  end  of  that  Court 
wall,  we  ask  you  to  take  a  good  look  at  the  colours  mingled 
in  that  gate,  and  we  ask  you  as  you  gaze  on  those  colours 
to  mark  that  one  especially  :  the  scarlet.  Of  what  does  it 
tell  ?  It  tells  that  He  who  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God — 
who  is  represented  by  the  blue — that  He  who  was  from 
all  eternity  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  came  down  to  this 
sin-cursed  earth  of  ours,  became  Man — represented  by 
the  fine  twined  linen — a  real  Man,  yet  unlike  all  other 
men,  for  He  was  the  God-Man.  He  was  Jehovah-Jesus, 
Emanuel— "God  with  us."  Well,  that  scarlet  tells  us 
that  He  who  could  calm  the  waves,  He  who  could  speak 
the  dead  back  to  life  again,  He  who  gave  such  manifest 
evidence  that  He  was  indeed  the  Jehovah  of  Israel  in 
their  midst,  humbled  Himself  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  Cross,  shed  His  precious  blood  that  through 
that  blood-shedding  sinners  might  be  righteously  brought 
back  to  the  presence  of  God.  The  righteousness  of  God 
drove  out  the  man.  The  righteousness  of  God  will  ever 


THE  COURT  AND  THE  GATE.          15 

frown  upon  any  attempt  to  get  back  into  His  presence  by 
any  way  save  that  way  which  He  Himself  has  ordained, 
He  Himself  has  provided,  and  provided  at  the  infinite 
cost  of  His  own  Son's  precious  blood.  We  say  that  way 
is  the  one  way,  not  one  of  many.  Jesus  said,  "  1  am  THE 
Door."  There  was  just  one  door  into  this  Court,  and  there 
is  only  one  door  back  into  the  presence  of  God,  into  the 
favour  of  God,  and  that  door  is  the  Christ  of  God 
Himself. 

There  is  one  other  remarkable  thing  about  this  gate, 
and  it  is  very  suggestive.  The  gate  is  20  cubits  wide; 
out  of  50,  the  width  of  the  Court,  20  is  allowed  for  the 
door.  If  there  is  only  one  door,  that  door  is  very  ample. 
Is  it  not?  Very  ample,  35  feet!  You  say  that  was  un 
necessarily  wide.  Well,  for  practical  purposes,  I  suppose  it 
was.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  whole  width 
of  the  door  was  ever  required  in  the  ordinary  uses  of  a 
door.  But  what  do  we  learn  from  it  ?  That  God,  by  the 
very  width  of  that  door,  has  illustrated  beforehand  these 
blessed  words  of  His  Son,  "  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
I  am  the  Door,  by  Me  //  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved."  Oh,  how  wide!  "If  any  man" — that  is  just 
another  way  of  putting  John  iii.  16,  "For  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
WHOSOEVER  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  Now  there  is  no  need  for  any  single  one 
in  this  meeting  remaining  outside.  You  cannot  say,  "  Will 
that  door  admit  me  ?  "  My  dear  friend,  Jesus  declares, 
"  If  any  man,"  and  that  means  you,  much  better  than  if 
your  name  were  mentioned.  It  means  just  you.  Will  you 
enter  to-night?  That  35  feet  wide  gate  reminds  me  also 
of  the  door  into  the  Ark.  The  mightiest  beast  of  the  forest 
could  walk  through  its  door  just  as  well  as  some  of  those 
tiny  creatures.  The  great  eagle  could  enter  there  just  as 
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well  as  the  little  titmouse.  It  served  for  all,  and  it  matters; 
not  whether  you  are  a  big  sinner  or  a  little  sinner,  it  matters 
not  whether  you  are  an  old  sinner  or  a  young  sinner,  that 
door  will  suit  you— and  let  me  say,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
beckons  you  to  enter  it  now. 

We  were  saying  a  little  while  ago,  it  makes  all  the  differ 
ence  in  the  world  which  side  of  the  door  you  are  on.  This 
reminds  me  as  I  look  at  that  enclosure,  that  God  has  on 
this  earth  a  people  marked  off  to  Himself.  It  tells  me 
that  there  are  on  this  earth  a  number  who  are  His.  They 
are  those  who  have  received  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  no- 
matter  by  what  name  they  are  known,  whether  Baptist, 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Congregationalist,  or  any  other 
name,  I  care  not.  If  as  lost  guilty  sinners  they  have  closed 
with  Christ,  then  they  are  unto  God,  what  this  enclosure 
represents  in  type.  They  are  in  the  world  but  not  of  the 
world.  Now,  how  do  you  get  there?  By  a  personal 
acceptance  of  Christ  Some  are  inside  Of  these,  He- 
says,  "  They  are  not  of  the  world."  But  all  who  are  not 
in  Christ,  are  still  on  the  outside  of  the  Door.  When  the 
Deluge  was  predicted  to  Noah,  and  God  had  given  him 
instructions  to  make  the  Ark,  and  when  that  Ark  was 
completed  and  that  door  stood  open,  it  stood  open  to  be 
a  sanctuary  and  refuge  from  that  awful  judgment  just  about 
to  fall  on  the  earth.  There  came  a  time  when  God  said 
from  the  inside,  "  Come."  In  response  to  that  invitation 
from  God,  Noah  and  his  household  stepped  in,  and  God 
shut  the  door.  Seven  days  later,  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened;  the  door  of  mercy  was  shut— soon  to  open  the  door 
of  judgment.  And  then,  but  oh  !  too  late,  the  poor  ante 
diluvians  saw  how  terrible  it  was  to  be  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  door. 

Beloved  friends,  this  Court  tells  us  that  all  who  enter  by 
faith  are  clothed  with  salvation,  they  are  "  in  Christ."    Just 
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as  stepping  inside  that  enclosure,  you  find  yourself 
completely  surrounded  by  a  wall  of  linen,  so  a  simple 
act  of  faith,  trusting  in  Christ  as  a  lost  and  guilty  sinner, 
puts  you  into  the  grandest  place  we  can  ever  be  in — out 
of  heaven  or  in  heaven — "  In  Christ."  I  say,  one  step 
across  that  threshold,  and  the  Israelite  stood  in  a  place 
which  typifies  the  position  of  every  child  of  God — "  In 
Christ."  The  one  step  did  it.  Once  outside,  now  inside. 
Once  far  off,  now  made  nigh  by  the  Blood.  Once  without 
God  and  without  hope,  now  in  that  blessed  love-linked,, 
blood-bought  family  of  the  children  of  God,  looked  at  as 
"  In  Christ,"  not  in  their  sins,  not  under  judgment,  but 
"  In  Christ,"  waiting  for  the  glory.  Now,  how  many  of 
you  have  taken  that  step?  Some  perhaps  are  close  to  the 
gate,  and  perhaps  have  been  exercised  many  a  time  about 
making  your  decision  for  Christ,  stepping  in.  Oh  !  yes,  at 
times  perhaps  your  friends  thought  you  would  do  it,  but 
you  have  not  done  it  yet.  What  if  to-night  is  the  last 
chance?  A  man  came  running  to  a  railway  station  in 
Ireland.  He  was  going  to  Dublin,  and  it  was  very 
important  he  should  be  there.  As  he  came  up  to  the 
station,  the  iron  gate  was  drawn  to  by  the  porter,  and  he 
was  just  in  time  to  see  the  end  carriage  disappearing  down 
the  platform.  He  threw  up  his  hands  and  exclaimed,. 
"My  God!  ^looolost!"  Well,  you  say  it  was  too  bad ;  just 
a  few  minutes,  and  that  few  minutes  to  involve  so  much^ 
Oh !  dear  friends,  what  if  you  are  too  late  ?  I  stood  on 
the  deck  of  a  little  steamer  that  made  a  daily  trip  to  an 
island  off  the  coast  of  California,  and  as  it  was  just  leaving 
and  the  gang  plank  had  been  drawn  ashore,  and  we  loosed 
away,  some  people  came  running  down.  The  captain 
remarked  in  a  jocular  way,  "  We'll  call  for  you  to-morrow."1 
Well,  it  did  not  matter  very  much.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a 
grievance  to  those  missing  the  boat,  and  inconvenience 
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them,  but  there  was  one  on  the  morrow.  But,  oh  !  let  me 
say,  once  God  closes  this  door,  once  Christ  comes  for  His 
=own,  there  will  be  no  other  chance  for  the  unsaved. 


THE  BRfiZEN  FSLTFtR; 
Or,  The  Finished  Work  of  Christ. 

(Exodus  xxvii.,   1-8). 

EFORE  we  look  at  the  Altar,  and  notice  its  materials, 
its  measurements,  its  place,  and  its  use,  all  of  which 
set  before  us  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His  finished  work, 
we  might  just  for  a  moment  turn  to  the  2oth  chapter  of 
Exodus,  verses  24-26.  "An  altar  of  earth  thou  shalt  make 
unto  Me,  and  shalt  sacrifice  thereon  thy  burnt-offerings, 
and  thy  peace-offerings,  thy  sheep  and  thine  oxen.  In  all 
places  where  I  record  My  Name  I  will  come  unto  thee, 
and  I  will  bless  thee.  And  if  thou  wilt  make  Me  an  altar 
of  stone,  thou  shalt  not  build  it  of  hewn  stone  :  for  if  thou 
lift  up  thy  tool  upon  it,  thou  hast  polluted  it.  Neither 
shalt  thou  go  up  by  steps  unto  Mine  altar,  that  thy  naked 
ness  be  not  discovered  thereon."  The  original  word  for 
"  altar "  means  a  place  of  slaughter.  From  the  very  be 
ginning,  since  sin  came  in,  we  have  mention  of  the  altar. 
When  it  is  not  mentioned,  it  is  implied.  Abel  offered  unto 
God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice  :  he  took  of  the  flock.  His 
offering  suggests  the  altar.  It  may  have  been  in  Abel's 
case  a  very  crude  altar — just  a  heap  of  earth — but  that 
heap  or  mound  of  earth  gathered  together  was,  in  the  sight 
of  God,  a  reminder  of  His  Blessed  Son.  The  word  "  earth  " 
here,  is  from  a  word  which  suggests  "weakness."  The 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  mighty  God,  coming  down  into  this 
scene  of  sin  and  shame,  and  being  crucified  in  weakness. 
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Whether  it  was  Abel  and  his  crude  altar,  or  Noah  and 
his  altar,  or  Abraham  and  his  altar,  in  every  case  we  find 
those  who  had  the  faith  of  God,  those  who  were  taught 
the  lesson  of  their  own  departure  from  God,  approached 
Him  in  His  own  divinely-appointed  way. 

The  altar  speaks  of  slaughter  ;  it  says  man  is  guilty, 
man  has  forfeited  his  life,  man  deserves  to  die ;  and  then 
it  proclaims  beforehand  the  vicarious  death  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  It  tells  of  the  grace  of  God  in  coming  in 
where  man  deserved  death,  and  providing  a  Substitute  to 
die  in  his  place :  and  the  altar  was  the  place  where  the 
substitute  died.  It  might  be  a  lamb  or  a  bullock,  but 
it  proclaimed  beforehand  the  dying  of  that  Blessed  One, 
who  in  Himself  would  meet  all  the  claims  of  God. 

In  the  2oth  chapter  of  Exodus,  God  says  they  may  make 
an  altar  of  stone,  but  if  so,  it  must  be  just  as  God  gave  it, 
with  none  of  man's  work  or  device  upon  it.  So  we  have 
Elijah  and  his  altar  of  twelve  stones  (i  Kings  xviii.  31), 
shewing  God  in  relationship  with  Israel.  That  stone  altar 
speaks  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  it  presents  the  thought 
of  strength  just  as  earth  suggests  weakness ;  for  in  His 
weakness  He  was  the  One  who  could  bear  the  mighty  load 
of  sin,  sustain  the  full  wrath  of  God,  put  sin  away,  and 
come  forth  from  under  that  wrath.  Do  you  notice  what  God 
says  here  about  this  altar  ?  Not  only  does  He  prohibit 
man  using  his  tools  in  fashioning  the  stone  (they  are  to  be 
taken  as  God  gave  them),  but  He  prohibits  steps.  Steps 
are  man's  expedient  for  reaching  a  higher  level  than  is  his. 
It  is,  spiritually,  a  man  in  his  own  way  seeking  to  get  out 
of  the  place  of  a  lost  sinner.  "  No,"  God  says,  "  ye  must 
not  come  up  by  steps  on  Mine  altar." 

You  will  notice  in  what  we  read  in  Exodus  xxvii.  that  we 
have  an  altar,  the  details  of  which  are  very  precise,  and  in 
this  we  note  the  clearness,  the  definiteness  with  which  God 
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speaks  of  His  Blessed  Son,  as  the  time  for  His  coming 
drew  nearer.  When  we  go  away  back  to  Abel,  there  is 
little  said  about  the  altar;  as  we  come  further  along  in  the 
dealings  of  God  with  our  race,  we  read  of  an  altar  of  earth 
— there  is  no  shape  nor  height,  nothing  but  a  little  heap 
of  earth,  on  which  the  victim  might  be  laid.  There  is 
something  a  little  more  clear  in  bringing  together  a  number 
of  stones  in  their  rough  shape  and  building  them.  But 
coming  to  the  Tabernacle  we  get  clear  definiteness  and 
exact  measurements !  What  is  this  ?  It  reminds  us  of 
the  progress  of  revelation,  as  to  the  coming  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  not,  mark  you,  that  God  could 
not  have  said,  away  back  in  Eden's  garden,  all  that  Isaiah 
said,  when  he  wrote  by  the  Spirit  of  Him.  He  could  then 
have  stated  the  time  of  Jesus'  coming,  the  manner  of  His 
coming,  and  the  place  where  He  was  to  be  born — all  that 
was  clear  before  the  mind  of  God,  yet  we  get  only  a  faint 
glimpse,  as  it  were,  of  that  precious  light,  back  in  Eden's 
garden.  But  as  time  goes  on,  God  reveals  it  more  fully 
and  still  more  fully,  until  that  marvellous  picture  of  Isaiah 
liii.  is  painted.  It  would  seem  as  if  that  Blessed  Saviour 
had  passed  across  the  stage  of  time,  as  if  He  had  gone  to 
the  Cross,  as  if  all  had  transpired.  The  exactness  and 
precision  with  which  God  deals  with  the  altar  in  Exodus 
xxvii.  reminds  us  of  the  clearness  with  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  is  predicted  as  we  come  on  to  Isaiah,  Micah, 
etc. 

THE  PLACE  OF  THE  ALTAR. 

I  would  like  to  notice  next,  the  place  where  this  Altar 
stood.  It  was  right  at  the  gate,  as  if  it  stood  keeping 
sentry.  Anyone  who  will  come  to  God  must  meet  its 
claims.  It  speaks  of  death,  it  tells  man  that  apart  from 
shedding  of  blood,  he  cannot  draw  near  to  God,  that  apart 
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from  redemption  he  cannot  hope  to  know  what  peace  with 
God  is;  he  must  be  forever  outside,  unless  he  comes  in 
God's  appointed  way,  and  that  is  in  the  way  of  atonement. 
Now  if  you  turn  with  me  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
we  shall  see  a  very  important  Scripture  which  will  help  us 
in  looking  at  the  location  of  the  Altar.     "  And  almost  all 
things  are  by  the   law  purged  with   blood,  and  without 
shedding  of  blood   is  no   remission.       It  was  therefore 
necessary  that  the  patterns  of  things  in  the  heavens  should 
be  purified  with  these,  but  the  heavenly  things  themselves 
with  better  sacrifices  than  these.     For  Christ  is  not  entered 
into  the  holy  places  made  with  hands,  which  are  the  figures 
of  the  true,  but  into  heaven  itself,  now  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  God  for  us"  (Heb.   ix.,  23-24).     Now  what 
does  this  Scripture  state  ?     When  the  priest  took  the  blood 
of  the  sin-offering  whose  body  was  burnt  without  the  camp, 
and  with  that  blood  in  a  basin  went  in  before  the  Mercy- 
Seat,  he  typified  the   Lord  Jesus   Christ  going  into  the 
presence  of  God  for  us  by  His  own  blood.     And  so  that 
Holiest  of  all  was  a  picture  of  heaven.     The  cloud  upon 
the  Tabernacle  was  the  symbol  of  God's  presence  there, 
and  when  the  priest  went  in  there,  he  was  going  before 
God.    If  this  be  true  (and  it  is),  then  the  two  vessels  which 
stand  right  in  the  way  as  you  go  in,  must  suggest  that 
which  fits  us  for  the  presence   of  God.      They  are  two 
vessels  which  everyone  who  went  in  had  to  do  with — the 
Altar  and  the  Laver.     The  Altar  suggests  our  title,  and 
the  Laver  our  fitness  to  be  in  the  presence  of  God.     The 
Altar   tells   us    that   the    precious    blood   of  Christ,   the 
finished  work  of  Christ,  is  our  title  for  the  glory.     The 
Laver  tells  us  that  through  the   new  birth  we   have  re 
ceived  a  nature  fitting  us  for  that  glory.     Now  suppose 
we  could  divorce  these  two  (which  we  cannot)    How  many 
there  are  unexercised  and  unawakened  about  their  sins  who 
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imagine  that  all  they  need  is  a  title.  So  if  you  could  assure 
them  that  just  before  they  die  they  will  get  a  title,  they 
would  feel  at  ease.  But  this  alone  would  not  make  them 
feel  at  home  in  heaven.  We  heard  of  a  case  that  occurred. 
It  was  a  holiday  week,  and  there  were  some  Christians- 
going  by  one  of  those  river  boats  down  to  some  point  where 
they  had  a  Conference.  They  pretty  well  occupied  all  the 
steamer.  Down  the  river  were  sports,  games,  and  horse- 
racing,  and  those  who  went  in  for  that  had,  of  course,  their 
boats  going  there.  One  man  came  a  little  late,  and  rushing 
down  without  looking  where  he  was  going,  ran  right  aboard 
the  boat  going  down  to  where  the  Conference  of  Believers, 
was  to  be  held.  The  steamer  moved  off,  and  they  started 
to  sing  hymns  and  speak  to  each  other  about  the  things 
of  the  Lord.  Presently  he  discovered  he  was  on  the  wrong, 
boat,  then  he  wanted  to  know  if  he  could  not  be  put  ashore. 
Why  was  he  so  anxious  to  get  out  of  that  boat  ?  He  was 
amongst  people  who  to  him  were  perfect  "  bores."  Among, 
themselves  they  were  having  a  grand  time,  singing  and 
speaking  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ten  times  happier 
than  those  people  at  the  races.  But  this  man  was  not 
one  of  them :  he  had  no  heart  for  that  kind  of  thing,  and  to 
him  it  was  a  great  disappointment  that  he  was  among  them, 
and  he  would  not  stay  any  longer  than  he  could  help.  Now 
suppose  that  man  could  be  taken  to  heaven,  he  would  be 
thoroughly  out  of  his  element;  heaven  would  be  intolerable 
to  him,  he  would  have  no  heart  for  the  praise  of  the  Soa 
of  God,  or  for  the  company  of  the  pure  and  holy.  If  one 
could  get  to  heaven  without  a  nature  to  enjoy  it,  he  would 
want  to  get  away.  But  the  moment  the  sinner  trusts  the 
precious  blood  of  Christ,  he  receives  a  new  nature,  he  is 
born  of  God.  In  the  Altar  we  have  Christ's  finished  work ; 
in  the  Laver  we  have  Christ's  un-finished  work ;  in  the  Altar 
we  have  our  title  ;  in  the  Laver,  our  fitness. 
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THE  MATERIALS  OF  THE  ALTAR. 
Next,  let  us  look  at  the  materials.  It  was  of  brass  (or 
copper)  and  acacia  wood.  The  acacia  wood  was  a  white 
wood  of  great  durability,  it  is  spoken  of  as  incorruptible 
wood,  and  speaks  of  the  holy  Humanity  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
the  One  who  had  no  sin — who  could  not  sin.  He  was  as 
to  His  Manhood  the  Son  of  God,  the  Only-begotten  of  the 
Father.  This  was  His  peculiar  glory.  This  wood  was 
covered  with  brass.  The  brass  speaks  of  the  Deity  of 
Christ.  Brass  has  in  it  ability  to  sustain  the  fire ;  the  fire 
could  feed,  as  it  were,  upon  the  victim,  and  the  brass  could 
endure  it.  Now,  when  we  look  back  to  the  Cross,  we  see 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  sustaining  the  wrath  of  God.  When 
it  is  laid  upon  sinners,  it  will  sink  them  in  an  eternal  hell, 
and  that  word  will  be  eternally  true,  "  The  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him  "  (John  iii.  36).  Sinners  cannot  sustain 
it,  it  will  overwhelm  them.  But  the  Son  of  God,  the 
perfect  Man,  had  an  infinite  capacity  to  endure.  He  bore 
the  wrath  of  God  on  account  of  sin.  He  put  sin  away, 
made  satisfaction  unto  God  for  it,  and  came  forth  out  of 
that  judgment.  Now  we  see  that  One  risen  from  the  dead 
and  glorified  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

The  Altar  is  witness  to  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  no  mere  man.  A  real  Man  He  was,  blessed  be 
God.  But  as  to  His  Deity,  He  was  from  all  eternity.  Of 
Him  it  was  said,  "Christ  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed 
for  ever."  These  are  days  when  men  are  seeking  to  drag 
down  the  Christ  of  God  from  His  place,  the  place  God's 
Word  gives  Him  as  Jehovah-Jesus.  The  man  who  gives 
Christ  only  the  place  of  a  good  man,  is  the  most  illogical 
of  men,  for  to  give  Him  the  place  of  a  good  man,  if  He 
be  not  God,  would  be  to  give  Him  a  place  He  does  not 
•deserve.  If  He  was  not  God,  He  would  be  a  rank  imposter, 
for  He  claimed  to  be  God.  But  He  was  and  is  God.  We 
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lead,  "  Thou  Bethlehem-Ephratah,  though  thou  be  little 
among  the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  shall  He 
•come  forth  unto  Me,  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel,  whose 
goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old — from  the  days  of 
•eternity  "  (Micah  v.  2).  Isaiah  could  say,  "  His  name  shall 
be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the 
Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace "  (chapter  ix.  6). 
Then  let  us  hold  fast  in  these  dark  apostate  days,  hold 
more  dear  than  life,  the  blessed,  glorious  truth  that  the 
One  who  suffered  on  Calvary's  Cross  was  the  God-Man. 
I  sometimes  think  this  is  the  one  truth  which  at  the  close 
of  this  dispensation  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  contend  for. 
How  appropriately  we  have  the  three  Apostles  giving,  we 
might  say,  the  whole  dispensation  in  their  lives — Peter,  its 
dawn ;  Paul,  its  meridian  ;  John,  its  sunset.  We  have 
the  Apostle  Peter  giving  us  the  beginning  of  the  dispensa 
tion  ;  the  Apostle  Paul  presenting  Christianity  as  a  Divine 
revelation  from  God — not  an  improved  edition  of  Judaism, 
but  a  Heavenly  outcalling;  then  we  have  the  Apostle  John, 
who  lived  longest;  lived,  as  it  were,  until  he  saw  the  wreck 
of  that  which  had  been  so  heavenly  in  its  beginning,  we 
have  John  contending  for  the  Person  of  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  jealous  for  the  glory  of  Christ  as  God.  This  is 
the  one  great  thing  in  the  ministry  of  John.  Now  we 
have  reached  the  days  when  everything  is  pretty  well  a 
-wreck.  As  long  as  there  are  companies  of  believers,  who 
see  the  order  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  that  it  is  their 
•duty  to  gather  together,  while  ever  loyal  to  all  the  truth 
committed  to  us,  may  we  be  known  as  those  who  cleave 
fast  to  this  blessed  truth,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God. 

ITS  DETAILS  AND  MEASUREMENTS. 

The  Altar,  as  it  stands  by  the  gate,  with  its  wood,  tells 
of  the  incorruptible  Humanity  of  Christ,  that  whether  in 
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life  or  death,  was  ever  unstained.  In  life,  He  could  touch 
the  leper  and  not  be  defiled ;  and  in  death,  corrupting 
flesh  never  lay  in  the  grave  where  He  was  laid.  The  brass- 
proclaims  Him  as  "The  Mighty  God." 

Now  let  us  see  how  the  measurements  speak.  The 
Altar  is  5  cubits  broad  (8  feet  9  inches),  and  it  is  four 
square.  The  Altar  is  thus  large  enough  to  take  in  the 
whole  burnt  offering.  5  cubits— this  reiterates  the  truth 
that  I  have  been  seeking  to  put  before  you  in  the  two- 
kinds  of  material  of  the  Altar.  "  Five  "  speaks  of  God 
with  man.  "Four"  is  the  number  of  the  creature:  we 
speak  of  the  four  winds,  and  the  four  corners  of  the  earth. 
"One"  speaks  of  God,  who  declares,  "I  am  God,  and 
there  is  none  else  ;  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  like  Me" 
(Isaiah  xlvi.  9).  Thus  four  and  one  (five),  suggests  that 
name,  Immanuel,  "God  with  us,"  "God  manifest  in  flesh"" 
(i  Tim.  iii.  16). 

The  height  of  the  Altar  is  3  cubits.  What  does 
three  speak  of?  God  fully  manifested.  "  No  man  hath 
seen  God  at  any  time,  but  the  only  begotten  which  is  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Father,  He  hath  declared  Him."  And 
it  was  in  the  Cress  that  God  was  to  be  fully  manifested. 
God  manifested  is  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit — the 
Triune  God.  The  height  of  the  Altar  (3  cubits),  tells  us- 
what  the  Cross  of  Christ  did. 

Amongst  the  altars  of  the  heathen,  you  find  great  variety 
as  to  shape,  size,  and  material.  When  God  is  going  to 
have  an  altar,  that  is  in  a  Divine  and  blessed  way  to  bring 
before  the  hearts  of  His  people  what  Christ  was  and  is,, 
what  He  did,  the  perfection  of  His  Person  and  work,  He 
says  it  shall  be  "  Four-square"  We  meet  that  word  "  four 
square"  again  in  Exodus  xxviii.  16,  and  when  we  meet  it>. 
it  is  in  connection  with  the  Breastplate  of  Judgment.  We 
read,  "  Four-square  it  shall  be."  What  can  there  be,  that 
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symbolizes  righteousness,  like  that  square — equal  sides, 
and  equal  angles  ?  When  men  talk  of  their  dealings  with 
one  another,  and  they  do  the  thing  that  they  ought  to  do, 
they  say  they  are  "  acting  on  the  square."  Now,  where 
was  righteousness  ever  displayed,  as  it  is  in  the  Cross  work 
of  Christ?  Look  at  Romans  iii.,  25  and  26:  "Whom 
God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in 
His  blood,  to  declare  His  righteousness  for  the  remission 
of  sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to 
declare,  I  say,  at  this  time,  His  righteousness;  that  He 
might  be  just,  and  the  Justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jesus."  The  great  point  in  these  verses  is  this,  that  away 
back,  right  back  to  Abel,  God  had  been  saving  guilty 
sinners.  All  that  there  seemed  to  be  in  view,  as  an 
equivalent  for  their  sins  (and  some  of  their  sins  were  very 
heinous),  was  an  animal — a  goat  or  a  bullock.  So  people 
might  say,  "  Where  is  the  righteousness  of  God,  to  make 
such  a  difference  between  that  man  who  brought  the 
animal,  and  that  one  who  did  not?"  Well,  if  there  had 
been  nothing  else  in  view,  no  righteousness  :  if  that  bullock 
was  all,  then  it  is  true,  God  was  "  passing  over"  sins  for 
a  very  small  trifle.  But  the  time  comes  when  One,  more 
precious  than  all  worlds,  dear  to  the  heart  of  God,  dearer 
than  all  created  intelligences,  went  to  the  Cross,  and  on 
the  Cross  offered  up  Himself  as  a  Sacrifice  of  infinite 
worth.  God  can  now  say,  "It  was  not  because  of  that 
animal  I  forgave  sins,  but  on  the  ground  of  the  blood  of 
My  Blessed  Son,  which  was  to  be  shed."  Oh,  what  right 
eousness  !  It  is  said  that  in  the  city  of  Galway  there  is  an 
old  castle,  and  a  stone  over  the  main  entrance  records  thus — 
"  A  noted  pirate  had  been  demoralising  the  shipping  of 
the  port  of  Galway,  until  the  merchants  were  afraid  to- 
despatch  their  ships,  because  they  would  fall  into  the  hands 
of  this  pirate.  Eventually  he  was  captured,  and  brought 
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into  Galway,  and  who  should  he  turn  out  to  be  but  the 
son  of  Judge  Lynch,  one  who  was  respected  and  esteemed, 
Now,  thought  the  people,  Judge  Lynch  will  never  condemn 
or  put  his  son  to  death.  The  trial  takes  place,  and  such 
evidence  is  adduced  as  compels  the  Judge  to  pass  sentence 
of  death  on  his  own  son,  but  on  the  day  set  for  the 
execution  to  take  place,  there  was  not  a  man  to  hang  that 
son.  The  law  must  be  carried  out,  the  majesty  of  the  law 
must  be  vindicated,  the  father  must  sink  himself  in  the 
Judge,  the  laws  of  the  country  must  be  upheld,  and  to  his 
honour  be  it  said,  he  himself  carried  out  the  sentence  that 
no  man  in  Galway,  out  of  respect  to  him,  would  carry 
out."  That  was  righteousness.  Now,  when  the  Son  of  God 
in  infinite  grace  came  into  this  scene,  when  He  took  our 
place  on  Calvary,  God  did  not  say,  "  I  will  let  it  pass.'' 
How  could  a  holy  righteous  God  pass  over  sin  ?  Never  ! 
He  could  forgive  it  and  pardon  the  sinner,  but  only  because 
of  His  Blessed  Son  dying.  Now,  the  Cross  of  Christ  is 
the  perfect  expression  of  the  righteousness  of  God.  The 
Altar  is  four-square. 

"  Hollow  with  boards  shalt  thou  make  it."  The  Altar 
was  practically  a  hollow  box,  8  feet  9  inches  broad,  5  feet 
3  inches  high.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  sacrifice  is  put 
into  it  just  as  we  have  described  it  now,  a  box  without  top 
or  bottom,  the  sacrifice  would  of  course  fall  to  the  ground. 
How  then  could  a  priest  adjust  the  parts,  so  that  it  would 
burn?  That  was  his  work.  But  to  obviate  the  victim 
falling  down  to  the  ground,  a  brazen  network  was  let  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  Altar,  which  was  3  cubits  high, 
-consequently  when  the  sacrifice  was  put  upon  the  Altar,  it 
rested  upon  this  network  of  brass  i£  cubits  high.  What 
is  the  striking  thing  about  this  ?  In  all  the  furniture  inside, 
there  were  only  two  vessels  i$  cubits  high — the  Ark  and  the 
Table.  The  Ark,  the  Table,  and  the  sacrifice  are  thus  all 
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on  a  level.  The  Ark  and  Mercy-Seat  was  God's  Throne, 
and  the  only  thing  that  could  meet  the  holy  claims  of  that 
Throne,  was  the  death  of  Christ,  and  thank  God,  it  did. 
The  Table  was  what  held  the  loaves,  which  was  the  food 
of  the  priests,  and  speaks  of  man's  need.  So  just  as 
nothing  but  the  death  of  Christ  could  meet  God's  claims, 
so  nothing  less  can  meet  man's  need.  And  only  the  sinner 
who  has  seen  Christ  satisfying  every  demand  of  the  Throne 
of  God,  knows  what  it  is  to  have  a  purged  conscience  and 
a  satisfied  heart.  For  religious  works  fail  to  give  that 
as  surely  as  they  fail  to  meet  the  demands  of  God's 
righteousness. 

"  Hollow  with  boards."  As  we  read  these  words  we 
think  of  that  marvellous  expression  in  Philippians  ii.,  "  He 
emptied  Himself."  Oh !  what  a  thought,  "  He  emptied 
Himself" — "made  Himself  of  no  reputation."  What  a 
wonderful  word,  that  He  should  come  down  to  this  sin- 
cursed  earth  as  the  self-emptied  One ! 

THE  SACRIFICE  AND  THE  FIRE. 

But  there  is  another  thought,  very  sad  and  solemn.  It 
is  that  that  hollow  box-like  Altar  contained  in  it,  not  on 
it,  the  fire  which  consumed  the  sacrifice,  typical  of  what 
we  read  in  Lamentations  i.  13,  "From  above  hath  He 
sent  fire  into  my  bones,  and  it  prevaileth  against  me."  Oh ! 
that  awful  fire  that  reached  the  Holy  Son  of  God,  when  for 
our  sakes  He  hung  upon  the  cruel  Cross. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  use  of  the  Altar.  In  Exodus  xxix., 
we  find  it  is  a  meeting-place.  How  very  precious,  how 
very  suggestive,  and  how  exceedingly  comforting  when  we 
think  of  it  as  a  meeting-place.  God  dwells  in  infinite 
holiness  inside.  We  look  at  ourselves  as  outside.  How 
can  God  in  His  holiness  meet  man  in  his  sin,  and  bring 
him  nigh  to  Himself?  The  Altar  shows  us  how.  We  see 
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God  coming  out  in  purest  grace  from  the  Mercy-Seat, 
•which  was  His  Throne.  He  comes  to  the  Altar,  meets  the 
guilty  Israelite  there,  who  has  in  obedience  to  His 
command,  brought  to  the  Altar  a  perfect  sacrifice  for  his 
sin.  God  had  said  long  years  before  Christ  came,  "I  have 
found  a  ransom."  So  while  the  Israelite  had  to  find  and 
bring  his  sacrifice,  the  sinner  now  has  not.  God  says,  "  I 
have  found  a  ransom."  Who  is  this  ransom  ?  "  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  " 
(John  i.  29).  And  so  we  go  back  to  Calvary,  and  on  that 
Cross  we  see  in  terrible  reality  what  was  foreshadowed  by 
the  type  here.  How  very  expressive  was  the  act  of  the  one 
who  brought  the  Scicrifice !  We  read,  "  He  shall  lay  his 
hands  on  the  head  of  the  goat."  That  was  identifying 
himself  with  the  sacrifice,  confessing  he  deserved  to  die, 
but  that  God  had  provided  a  substitute.  The  hymn  puts 
it  very  sweetly  : — 

"My  faith  would  lay  her  hand 

On  that  dear  head  of  thine, 
While  like  a  penitent  I  stand, 

And  there  confess  my  sin." 

I  am    persuaded   that    Dr  Horatius  Bonar  meant  this 
identification  by  faith,  when  he  wrote : — 

"I   lay  my  sins  on  Jesus, 

The  spotless  Lamb  of  God  ; 
He  bears  them  all  and  frees  us 

From  the  accursed  load." 

As  to  laying  our  sins  on  Christ,  in  fact  we  could  not 
remember  one  in  a  million  of  them.     But : — 

"God  who  knew  them,  laid  them  on  Him, 
And  believing,  thou  art  free." 

As  believing  sinners,  we  thus  identify  ourselves  with  the 
Lord   Jesus   Christ,    the    Divine   Substitute.      Then    the 
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•sacrifice  was  killed,  its  blood  was  shed,  and  God  says,  "  It 
is  the  blood  that  maketh  an  atonement."  The  blood,  the 
life,  was  poured  out.  When  we  speak  of  Christ  shedding 
His  blood,  the  thought  is  : — It  is  not  life  burning  itself  out 
like  a  candle  in  the  socket,  it  is  not  like  life  ending  by 
natural  causes  ;  it  is  life  in  all  its  energy  poured  out,  Christ 
offering  up  His  life,  and  thus  the  perfect  claims  of  God  are 
met.  Sinner  and  sacrifice  stand  beside  the  Altar  which 
spoke  of  Christ  on  the  Cross.  They  stand  beside  that 
which  proclaims  in  the  ears  of  God  a  death  that  is  to  be 
effected  on  the  earth,  that  is  going  to  settle  the  question 
of  sin  perfectly  and  for  ever.  It  just  comes  to  this : — 
Shall  the  fire  fall  on  the  sacrifice  or  on  the  sinner  ?  If 
the  fire  consumes  the  sacrifice,  there  is  no  judgment  to 
fall  upon  the  sinner,  and  the  one  who  brought  the  sacrifice 
could  go  away  from  the  altar  with  the  knowledge  that  his 
sin  was  forgiven.  For  Jehovah  said,  "  It  shall  be  forgiven 
him."  He  can  say,  "  Praise  the  Lord,  it  is  accepted." 
Now,  as  we  stand  by  faith  at  the  Cross  and  see  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  taking  our  place,  we  see  the  One  who  gave 
life  and  breath  to  all  things  die,  the  only  Man  that  ever 
trod  this  earth  who  had  a  perfect  right  to  live,  yet  dying 
for  guilty  sinners. 

One  word  more,  in  Psalm  Ixxxv.  10  we  read,  "  Mercy 
and  truth  are  met  together,  righteousness  and  peace  have 
kissed  each  other."  It  was  at  the  Cross  where  this  wonder 
ful  meeting  took  place.  We  think  of  God  in  His  full, 
inflexible  Holiness,  we  think  of  God  in  His  infinite  Grace. 
How  could  these  ever  meet — the  inflexible  holiness  of  God, 
the  unbending  justice  of  God,  and  the  tender  compassion 
of  God  ?  They  have  all  met  at  the  Cross.  At  the  Cross, 
justice  got  all  it  claimed,  mercy  all  it  desired.  In  the 
Person  of  Christ  we  see  the  utmost  penalty  of  the  law 
inflicted,  in  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  God's  claims 
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fully  met,  so  now,  righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed 
each  other. 

Have  you  met  God  at  that  Cross?     If  you  have,  you 
can  sing : — 

"Oh!    Lord  I  believe  it  with  wonder  and  joy, 

Confirm  Thou  this  precious  belief; 
While  daily  I  learn  that  I  am  in  myself 

Of  sinners  the  vilest  and  chief." 


THE  COURT  WHLL 

THE  SECURITY,  STABILITY,  UNITY,  AND  RESPONSIBILITY 
OF  BELIEVERS. 

(Read  Exodus  xxvii.,  verses  9-19). 


speak  to-night  of  the  Court  Wall  and  its  sixty 
pillars,  which  surrounded  the  Tabernacle.  It  was 
100  cubits  long  and  50  cubits  wide.  That  would  be  about 
175  by  87  feet.  Its  height  was  5  cubits,  or  8  feet  9  inches. 
We  shall  see  how  very  simply  and  clearly  we  get  four  truths 
set  forth  in  this  Wall—  they  are  the  Security,  Stability, 
Unity,  and  Responsibility  of  all  Believers. 

First,  it  might  be  well  to  notice  something  that  has  a 
bearing  on  many  things  that  will  come  before  us.  It  is 
this.  The  first  thing  in  connection  with  the  Tabernacle 
that  must  strike  every  student  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  that 
probably  is  believed  by  almost  all  God's  people  is,  that  it 
brings  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  before  us  in  a  most  wonderful 
way  in  the  various  offices  that  He  sustains  toward  His 
people.  It  gives  us  many  blessed  views  of  that  work  upon 
which  our  hopes  for  eternity  rest.  It  sets  forth  also,  the 
great  Worker  Himself,  and  there  are  few  truths  connected 
with  the  believer's  standing  and  walk,  which  are  not  seen 
in  type  in  some  part  of  the  Tabernacle. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  Lord  Jesus  stands  prominently 
out  in  the  Tabernacle,  it  is  also  true  that  in  the  Tabernacle 
we  see  God's  people,  and  wherever  we  see  God's  people  in 
blessing,  we  get  thereby  a  view  of  Christ  and  the  excellence 
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of  His  work,  which  puts  and  keeps  them  there.  "  Every 
whit  of  it  uttereth  His  glory,"  and  never  more  fully  than 
when  it  proclaims  that  poor  sinners  are  taken  from  the 
dark  depths  of  sin  and  linked  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
sharing  with  Him  in  that  glory. 

Here  we  see  the  Lord's  people  in  more  relationships 
than  one.  In  the  pillars  of  the  Court  Wall  outside,  we 
see  God's  people,  and  in  the  boards  of  the  Tabernacle 
inside  we  see  them  also.  In  the  boards,  firm  in  their 
silver  sockets,  we  see  God's  people  in  their  standing  before 
God ;  while  in  the  pillars  around  the  Court,  we  see  them 
in  their  responsibility  in  the  world.  You  remember  the 
boards  could  not  be  seen  at  all  save  from  within ;  they 
stood  upon  silver  sockets,  covered  with  gold,  but  hidden 
completely  by  the  coverings  and  the  curtains. 

The  first  thing  here  is  Security.  You  notice  the  brazen 
sockets  that  the  pillars  stood  upon.  There  was  a  uniformity 
of  meaning  preserved  all  through  the  Tabernacle.  When 
you  get  the  meaning  of  a  material,  it  will  ever  be  con 
sistent.  There  may  be  a  fulness  of  meaning,  which  cannot 
be  exhausted  by  one  application  of  it ;  but  while  this  is 
true,  you  will  never  get  a  contradictory  meaning.  Well 
now,  what  is  the  meaning  of  brass  ?  That  meaning,  what 
ever  it  may  be,  will  carry  right  through  the  whole  series  of 
types.  What  does  the  Altar  bring  out  ?  The  Altar  was 
covered  with  brass,  and  whatever  it  proclaims,  we  shall 
see  that  these  sockets,  which  are  of  brass,  proclaim  the 
same  thing.  As  we  see  the  pillars  standing  each  upon  a 
•socket  of  brass,  we  see  in  type  the  child  of  God  standing 
upon  the  accomplished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
As  a  poor  sinner,  he  has  been  brought  to  rest  upon  the 
Cross  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  So  the  brazen 
socket  proclaims  the  same  truth  as  the  brazen  Altar,  only, 
it  is  the  individual  making  the  work  of  Christ  his  own, 
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and  standing  upon  it  before  God.  You  remember  that 
verse  in  Psalm  xxx.  4,  "  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  saints 
of  His ;  give  thanks  at  the  memorial — the  remembrance — 
of  His  holiness."  No  unconverted  sinner  ever  has,  nor  is 
he  ever  likely  to  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  God's 
holiness.  While  some  may  appear  to  be  thankful  for  His 
mercy,  you  will  never  hear  any  thanking  God  for  His 
holiness.  But  the  child  of  God  can  look  at  the  character 
of  God  in  all  its  righteousness,  in  all  its  unsullied  holiness, 
in  all  its  abhorence  of  sin.  And  as  he  thanks  God  for  all 
His  holiness  and  righteousness,  he  does  so  because  away 
back  at  Calvary,  every  sin  was  dragged  out  into  the  light, 
every  sin  was  laid  upon  the  head  of  the  Holy  Son  of  God, 
every  sin  got  its  merited  judgment,  for  it  all  fell  upon 
Christ.  And  now  he  takes  his  stand  upon  that ;  and  as 
he  stands  upon  what  Christ  did  he  can  sing : — 

"I  stand  upon  His  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand, 
Not  e'en  where  glory  dwelleth 
In  Inimanuel's  land." 

There  is  no  other  standing.  You  may  vainly  seek  to 
rest  upon  some  other ;  you  may  think  that  perhaps  God 
will  be  gracious  to  you,  though  you  have  never  trusted  His 
Beloved  Son,  never  rested  your  soul  on  His  finished  work. 
But  my  friend,  unless  you  know  what  it  is  as  a  poor  lost 
sinner,  to  take  your  stand  upon  what  Christ  did,  you  will 
never  know  what  rest  is  Never  !  Oh  !  blessed  be  God, 
all  who  stand  upon  what  Christ  did,  have  rest. 

The  next  word  is  Stability.  There  are  many  believers 
who  are  not  stable.  I  would  not  say  that  because  some  have 
doubts  they  are  unconverted.  Many  who  can  go  back  to 
a  time  when  they  trusted  Christ,  and  knew  that  they  were 
saved,  the  devil  tries  to  make  doubt. 

Now  let  us  look  at  these  pillars.    Here  is  a  pillar  stand- 
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ing  on  a  socket  of  brass ;  it  is  connected  with  the  pillar 
on  either  side  by  a  silver  rod,  and  it  cannot  fall  sideways. 
But  what  will  make  it  present  a  solid  front  to  the  winds  of 
the  desert,  so  that  it  will  not  fall  out  or  in  ?  It  needs  stability. 
We  read  about  "  cords  "  and  "  pins  of  brass  "  in  Numbers 
in.,  verses  36-37.  When  the  Merarites  were  getting  their 
burdens,  a  part  of  these  burdens  was  the  "  pins  "  of  brass. 
They  were  to  be  as  careful  that  these  were  carried  along, 
as  if  they  were  the  big  sockets,  boards,  or  bars.  What 
were  the  pins  for  ?  You  would  see  a  pin  driven  on  either 
side,  and  then  from  that  pin  there  would  be  a  cord  attach 
ing  to  the  pillar,  and  this  gave  it  stability.  Do  we  know 
anything  in  the  Word  of  God  like  that  ?  In  Romans  xiv. 
4,  we  read,  "  Yea,  he  shall  be  holden  up  :  for  God  is  able 
to  make  him  stand."  Some  of  us,  when  God  saved  our 
souls,  rejoiced  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  but  it  was  not 
perhaps  very  long  until  a  wave  of  doubt  came,  and  instead 
of  standing  bolt  upright,  able  to  say,  "Thank  God,  I  have 
got  eternal  life  and  can  never  perish  " — instead  of  that,  it 
was,  "  I  am  afraid  I  shall  never  be  able  to  stand."  Maybe 
some  of  our  companions  came  to  us  and  said,  "You  saved! 
You  won't  stand."  And  so  God  comes  in,  in  that  fourth 
verse  of  Romans  xiv.,  and  give  us  that  little  word  which 
adapts  itself  to  our  need.  He  says,  "  Yea,  he  shall  be 
holden  up  :  for  God  is  able  to  make  him  stand."  I  want 
you  to  notice  that  the  pins  were  of  the  very  same  material 
as  the  Altar  and  the  sockets.  And  if  there  is  anything 
that  is  to  give  us  stability,  anything  that  is  to  give  us  a 
sense  of  security,  anything  that  is  to  make  us  stand,  we 
must  find  that  entirely  outside  of  ourselves.  Turn  in  upon 
yourself,  turn  back  upon  your  life,  get  occupied  with  your 
feelings,  and  you  have  destroyed  your  stability.  But  when 
God  wants  to  give  His  people  stability,  He  directs  their 
minds  away  from  themselves  entirely,  to  the  same  Source 
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where  they  first  got  spiritual  life.  That  is  to  Christ  alone. 
Now  for  a  few  "  pins."  I  will  just  give  you  two,  and  these 
two  will  serve  our  purpose :  they  will  give  you  a  class  of 
Scriptures  that  you  can  add  to  from  memory.  The  first 
one  is  John  x.  28,  29,  and  30,  "  I  give  unto  them  eternal 
life,  and  they  shall  never  perish."  Now,  mark  you>  there 
is  not  a  single  thing  in  that,  but  what  is  of  the  very  same 
character  as  the  Altar;  it  is  not,  "I  give  unto  you  life,  and 
it  depends  upon  you,  whether  it  is  eternal  or  not."  This 
is  the  way  many  would  like  to  read  it ;  but  the  Lord  says, 
"  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life."  It  would  not  be  eternal, 
if  you  could  lose  it.  Look  again  at  this  peg.  It  is  a  very 
blessed  one.  "  No  man  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  My 
Father's  hand.  I  and  My  Father  are  One."  I  saw  in  that 
verse,  not  what  saved  me,  for  I  was  saved  before  ever  I  saw 
that  precious  truth.  I  am  not  now  speaking  of  security, 
but  of  stability.  Every  believer  is  secure,  even  when  he  is 
doubting — but  he  is  surely  uncomfortable  when  doubting : 
but  while  uncomfortable,  it  does  not  touch  his  security. 
Some  of  us  have  much  reason  to  bless  God  for  the  ministry 
of  the  "pins  and  cords?  and  for  men  whom  He  used  to 
establish  us  by  them.  Instead  of  the  years  of  settled 
peace  and  happy  assurance,  it  might  have  still  been  up 
and  down,  fearing  that  after  all  we  might  fall  away  and  be 
lost.  Since  that  truth  laid  hold  of  my  soul,  it  holds  like 
a  peg  driven  into  the  ground.  Faith,  like  the  cord,  has  laid 
hold  on  Christ,  and  I  thank  God  for  the  stability  it  gives. 
The  devil  may  say,  "  You  will  never  stand."  Christ  says, 
41  No  man  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  My  Father's  hand. 
I  and  My  Father  are  One."  That  is  a  grand  peg,  surely ! 
Here  is  another  one:  "Your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
God"  (Col.  iii.  3).  Is  not  that  a  safe  hiding-place?  "Hid 
with  Christ  in  God."  Men  have  their  "strong  rooms" 
now,  for  their  valuables.  God's  strong  room  for  His 
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people,  who  are  His  "peculiar  treasure,"  is  in  Christ. 

We  will  look  at  Unity,  the  unity  of  believers  as  pictured 
here.  We  read,  "All  the  pillars  round  about  shall  be 
filleted  with  silver."  That  word  "filleted"  may  convey  but 
very  little  meaning  to  the  average  reader — it  may  scarcely 
be  intelligible  to  one  in  ten.  But  if  you  read  Newberry's 
Bible,  you  get  the  words  in  the  margin,  "  connected  with 
rods  of  silver."  Each  pillar  was  linked  with  every  other 
pillar,  right  around  the  Court  Wall,  by  a  silver  rod.  Turn 
to  the  3oth  chapter  of  this  book,  read  verse  16  :  "  And 
thou  shalt  take  the  atonement  money  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  shall  appoint  it  for  the  service  of  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation,  that  it  may  be  a  memorial  unto  the 
children  of  Israel  before  the  Lord  to  make  an  atonement 
for  your  souls."  The  atonement  money  was  a  half  shekel, 
that  each  Israelite  above  20  years  old  gave  for  his  ransom. 
It  was  called  "atonement  money"  Now,  turn  to  the  38th 
chapter,  verses  25  and  28  :  "And  the  silver  of  them  that 
were  numbered  of  the  congregation  was  an  hundred  talents, 
and  a  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  score  and  fifteen 
shekels,  after  the  shekel  of  the  sanctuary;  And  of  the 
thousand  seven  hundred  seventy  and  five  shekels  he  made 
hooks  for  the  pillars,  and  overlaid  their  chapiters,  and 
filleted  them."  You  see  what  we  have  thus  connecting 
these  pillars,  is  the  atonement  money.  There  was  one 
thing  that  made  the  sixty  pillars  around  the  Tabernacle 
one,  and  that  was  the  silver.  Now  turn  to  the  first  Epistle 
of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  i2th  chapter,  verses  12  and 
13,  and  Ephesians,  2nd  chapter,  verses  12-15.  In  these 
two  Scriptures  we  have  most  blessedly  brought  out  that  "  in 
Christ,"  and  "  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,"  a  unity 
has  been  established,  and  in  that  unity  there  is  neither  rich 
nor  poor,  there  is  neither  "  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or 
free."  We  see  in  Ephesians  the  Jew  who  was  "  nigh,"  and 
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the  Gentile  with  all  his  abominable  idolatries,  by  the 
precious  blood  of  Christ,  brought  together  and  made  one. 
Let  me  say,  that  in  these  days,  when  sects  are  being 
multiplied,  and  when  God's  dear  people  have  been 
separated,  and  when  sometimes  the  separation  has- 
engendered  bitterness,  and  when  rivalry  is  rampant,  there 
is  one  note  which,  when  struck,  touches  a  responsive  chord 
in  the  heart  of  every  child  of  God,  there  is  one  Name 
enthroned  in  every  breast,  there  is  one  link  each  feels. 
What  is  it  ?  Have  you  ever  been  situated  like  this  ?  You 
are  travelling  on  the  railway ;  there  are  people  in  the  same 
carriage  who  are  religious  ;  you  hear  them  talking  about 
some  particular  business  at  the  time  in  connection  with 
their  church,  and  it  does  not  strike  a  single  chord  in  your 
heart ;  it  matters  but  little  to  you.  But  did  you  ever  hear 
one  speak  sympathetically  of  Christ  ?  Did  you  ever  hear 
one  make  some  remark  about  His  finished  work  ?  Tell  me, 
how  did  you  feel?  "  How  did  I  feel,"  you  say.  "Well,  I 
felt  I  could  go  right  up  to  that  man  and  say,  "  I  heard  you 
speak  about  One  very  dear  to  me,  and  I  feel  I  am  speaking 
to  a  brother.  I  feel  if  you  know  Jesus  and  think  well  of 
Him,  that  we  have  a  great  deal  in  common."  So  you 
would.  He  may  differ  from  you  on  many  points,  and  you 
may  apprehend  the  truth  of  God  in  different  measures,  but 
if  he  knows  the  Christ  of  God  as  his  Saviour,  he  has  got 
"  hooked,"  as  it  were,  to  you,  and  you  are  hooked  to  him,  and 
it  is  the  atonement  that  has  done  it.  Perhaps  prior  to  the 
conversation  you  would  have  regarded  him  with  scarce  a 
passing  interest.  All  is  changed  by  the  power  of  that 
"  NAME."  When  we  read  the  words  of  that  old  hymn — 
"Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  Thee, 
With  sweetness  fills  my  breast," 

we  own  the  strength  of  that  silver  rod  to  link  us  with  the 
monk  in  his  cell  who  wrote  it.     Thank  God,  each  pillar  is 
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linked  with  a  silver  rod;  every  child  of  God  is  one  in 
Christ.  Now,  tell  me,  do  you  not  think  it  well  that  we 
should  exalt  that  Name  ?  Do  you  not  think  that  we  as 
Christians  ought,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  to  bring  out 
this  grand  and  blessed  truth :  we  are  in  Christ,  and  being 
in  Christ  we  are  one.  And  the  things  in  which  we  are  one 
are  surely  of  far  more  importance  than  the  things  on  which 
Satan  has  got  us  to  differ.  I  am  persuaded  if  God's  dear 
people  were  to  get  a  good  hold  of  this,  it  would  make  man- 
made  distinctions,  man's  walls  of  separation,  very  distasteful 
to  them. 

Our  Responsibility.  What  was  the  wall  composed  of? 
Linen,  only  linen.  As  we  looked  at  that  gate  in  our  first 
meeting,  the  linen  spoke  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  Man. 
"Fine  twined  linen"  brings  Jesus  before  us  as  "the  Man." 
When  we  mention  that  precious  Name  "Jesus,"  the  human 
Name  of  Christ,  God  would,  as  it  were,  hold  the  fine  twined 
linen  before  our  eyes.  Now  turn  to  the  second  Epistle 
of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  chapter  iv.,  verses  10  and  n  : 
"Always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest 
in  our  body.  For  we  which  live  are  always  delivered  unto 
death  for  Jesus'  sake,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be 
made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh."  Notice  that  peculiar 
expression,  "  the  life  also  of  Jesus."  It  is  one  often  mis 
understood.  What  does  it  mean  ?  You  know  all  Christians 
have  life  in  Christ,  but  "  life  in  Christ,"  and  "  the  life  of 
Jesus"  are  not  just  the  same.  All  believers  have  life  in 
Christ,  else  they  would  not  be  Christians.  But  tell  me, 
does  every  Christian  display  the  life  of  Jesus  in  his  body, 
or  his  "  mortal  flesh  "  here  and  now  ?  Here  on  this  earth 
at  the  present  time  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  you,  beloved 
child  of  God,  should  display  in  your  body  in  its  present 
condition  the  "  life  of  Jesus."  Now,  mark  you,  life  in 
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Christ  we  received  the  moment  we  believed,  as  quickly  as 
a  flash  of  lightning.  The  moment  the  eye  of  faith  turned 
to  Calvary,  that  moment  we  got  life  in  Christ.  "  But  the 
life  of  Jesus"  means  that  in  some  degree  at  least  the 
separation  that  characterized  Him  as  Man,  the  walk  He 
maintained,  His  separation  from  evil,  His  devotion  to  God, 
ought  to  be  seen  in  you  now.  Mark  you,  that  is  our 
responsibility,  that  the  life  of  Jesus  might  be  reproduced 
in  these  mortal  bodies. 

Although  the  pillars  held  up  the  linen,  they  did  not  show 
themselves.  When  I  see  a  picture  of  the  Tabernacle  with 
the  pillars  outside,  it  is  an  evident  mistake,  and  it  is 
characteristic  of  the  present  day,  man  showing  himself  off. 
No,  the  pillars  stood  inside  holding  up  the  linen.  Tell  me 
of  a  believer  who  seeks  by  the  Power  of  God  to  let  it  be 
seen  in  his  life,  that  like  Peter  and  John  he  has  been  with 
Jesus :  and  there  you  have  a  pillar  holding  up  the  linen. 

Responsibility  is  stamped  on  that  Court  Wall.  Look, 
how  many  pillars  were  there?  60  (6  times  10).  What  was 
the  width?  50  cubits  (5  times  10).  What  is  the  length  of 
the  Court?  100  cubits  (10  times  10).  Three  times  over 
God  stamps  the  number  of  responsibility  on  that  Court 
Wall.  The  number  "/o"  stands  for  responsibility.  When 
God  gave  the  law,  the  measure  of  man's  responsibility  to 
Him,  it  was  the  ten  worded  law,  the  Decalogue.  When  the 
Lord  Jesus  in  Matthew  25th  would  put  before  us  a  picture 
of  the  Church,  He  selects  the  figures  of  ten  Virgins  going 
forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom.  Now  that  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Church — to  be  separate  from  the 
world,  and  looking  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Again  in 
Luke  xix.  He  puts  before  us  the  responsibility  of  the 
servants,  we  read — that  the  nobleman,  ere  he  went  into  the 
far  country,  delivered  unto  the  ten  servants  ten  pounds, 
saying,  "  Occupy  (or  trade)  till  I  come."  It  is  just  this,  when 
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service  is  in  view  it  is  ten  servants,  and  when  the  responsi 
bility  would  be  pressed  home  upon  the  conscience  of  the 
servants,  it  is  ten  pounds.  Thus  we  say,  10  is  the  number 
of  responsibility,  and  God  has  stamped  that  three  times 
over  around  that  Tabernacle.  Responsibility  says,  "  Your 
child  of  God,  were  not  saved  only  to  "  have  a  good  time," 
just  to  get  to  heaven  merely.  He  saved  you  and  caused 
His  Spirit  to  dwell  in  you,  that  you  might  hold  up  the 
linen,  that  the  life  of  Jesus,  the  holiness,  the  righteousness, 
the  separation  from  sin,  the  devotion  to  God  that  was  seen 
in  that  Man  when  He  was  upon  earth — the  Man  Christ 
Jesus — may  be  seen  in  you.  Are  you  doing  it  ?  A  boy 
was  once  asked,  "  My  boy,  is  your  father  a  Christian  ? " 
"Yes"  said  the  boy,  "but  he  is  not  working  at  it  now.'* 
Are  you  working  at  being  a  Christian  ?  Does  your  business 
transactions  accord  with  your  profession  ?  When  you  give 
your  word,  do  you  regard  it  as  sacred  ?  When  you  make 
an  appointment,  would  you  rather  go  without  your  dinner 
or  tea,  than  break  that  appointment?  Oh !  beloved  friends, 
if  there  are  those  on  the  earth  who  ought  to  be  the  soul  of 
honour,  the  soul  of  integrity,  the  soul  of  uprightness,  who 
ought  to  have  a  horror  of  a  mean  thing,  it  is  a  Christian. 
If  a  pillar  was  not  standing  straight,  it  was  well  in  view ; 
and  if  a  Christian  is  not  upright,  the  world  will  soon  pick 
him  out,  and  the  people  of  God  will  have  that  one  cast  at. 
them  as  a  reproach,  and  the  saints  will  find  him  just  so* 
much  dead  weight  to  carry. 


TME  BRAZEN  L7WER; 
Or,  Christ's  Unfinished  Work. 

(Exodus  xxiv.  1-4;  xxx.  17-21;  John  xvii.  17;  Eph.  v.  25-26). 

I— I  ERE,  we  have  God's  instructions  concerning  this 
1  *  precious  vessel,  the  Brazen  Laver.  In  the  Laver, 
we  have  in  type  the  truths  we  find  to-night  in  the  5th 
chapter  of  Ephesians.  The  Laver  itself  tells  us  of  Christ, 
the  Living  Word ;  the  water  that  is  in  the  Laver  speaks  of 
the  Written  Word  that  He  uses,  so  that  what  we  have  in 
the  Laver  is,  sanctification  by  the  Word  of  God.  It  surely 
brings  before  us  first  of  all  the  truth  of  the  new  birth,  for  it 
is  because  we  have  been  "born  of  God,"  have  known  "the 
washing  of  regeneration"  (literally,  "the  laver  of  regenera 
tion  "),  that  we  need  this  daily  cleansing.  It  is  only  those 
who  have  had  to  do  with  the  Brazen  Altar,  that  have  the 
privilege  of  having  to  do  with  this  Laver.  Apart  from 
that  Altar,  this  Laver  could  not  be.  So  we  thank  God  for 
each  one  who  has  been  truly  born  of  God,  who  has  known 
the  great  question  of  sin  settled  for  ever  by  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ. 

There  is  a  much  needed  ministry,  in  which  I  trust  God 
may  help  us  to-night,  the  ministry  of  sanctification  through 
the  Word  of  God.  Before  we  look  at  the  typical  use  of 
the  Laver  and  what  it  suggests  to  us,  I  want  to  say  just 
one  or  two  things  about  it.  First,  you  will  notice  where 
we  get  it :  in  chapter  xxx. — not,  as  we  might  expect,  at 
the  end  of  chapter  xxvii.  I  want  you  to  observe  that  in 
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chapter  xxvii.  we  have  the  Altar.  If  we  were  following 
the  usual  order,  you  see  where  the  Laver  would  come  in  ? 
It  would  come  in  immediately  before  the  Altar  in  chapter 
xxvii.  You  remember  how  God  began  with  the  Ark  and 
Mercy-seat,  and  vessel  by  vessel,  with  one  other  exception 
(which  we  will  speak  of  in  its  turn),  He  worked  outward 
until  He  came  to  the  Gate.  But  strange  to  say,  instead 
of  getting  the  Laver  immediately  before  the  Altar,  we  do 
not  get  it  there  at  all,  Now,  I  said  "  strange,"  but  it  is 
not  strange :  it  is  Divine  perfections  that  we  deal  with  in 
the  Word  of  God.  And  in  this  particular  instance,  we 
have  got  one  of  those  precious  reminders  of  the  perfection 
of  the  Word  of  God.  Now,  what  is  the  reason  for  this  ? 
The  Laver  speaks  of  Christ's  present  work  as  the  High 
Priest  of  His  people.  But  if  Christ  were  on  earth,  He 
would  not  be  a  Priest.  So  in  order  for  the  type  to  set  the 
truth  before  us  clearly,  as  we  get  it  in  the  New  Testament, 
God  first  speaks  of  the  Altar — the  death  of  Christ ;  then 
follows  two  chapters,  the  28th  and  2Qth,  dealing  with  the 
consecration  of  the  priests.  It  is  just  this  :  we  have  that 
which  is  a  plain  type  of  the  death  of  Christ,  and  then  we 
are  invited  to  behold  a  priest  fitted  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  God — type  of  Christ  in  resurrection,  carrying 
on  His  work  as  the  High  Priest  of  His  people.  Thus  you 
see  this  order  was  necessary  to  set  forth  the  truth. 

The  Laver  speaks,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  Word  of  God, 
used  by  Christ  upon  His  people  for  their  sanctification. 
And  you  observe  there  are  no  measurements  given  for  it. 
We  are  not  told  that  it  was  so  high,  or  so  large  in  circum 
ference.  This  is  very  significant.  You  may  ask,  why  ? 
Let  me  remind  you  again  that  the  Altar  had  measurements, 
and  these  speak  of  the  claims  of  the  throne  of  God, 
measured  and  met  by  Christ.  In  relation  to  sin,  Christ 
was  the  only  one  who  knew  exactly  how  to  weigh  those 
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claims,  and  how  to  satisfy  them.  But  when  we  come  to 
the  Laver,  we  have  to  do  with  the  claims  of  the  Word  of 
God  upon  His  people,  therefore  the  unmeasured  Laver  is 
as  eloquent  as  the  measured  Altar.  Where — if  I  may  so 
put  it — where  is  the  child  of  God  who  has  measured  that 
Laver  ?  Where  is  the  one  who  can  say,  "  I  know  the 
claims  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  have  fully  met  them  "  ? 
No,  dear  friends,  the  very  omission  of  measurements  in 
connection  with  the  Laver,  would  rebuke  any  such  thought 
as  any  sinner  of  Adam's  race,  even  after  being  saved  by 
grace,  saying,  "I  have  done  all  that  has  been  commanded 
me  to  do;  I  am  perfectly  sanctified."  When  anyone  claims 
to  be  perfectly  sanctified,  in  any  other  sense  than  that 
which  is  true  of  all  believers,  such  as  we  read  of  in  i  Cor. 
i,  2,  30,  and  vi.  n,  which  applies  to  every  child  of  God 
on  earth,  even  although  there  is  much  that  is  wrong  in 
the  walk  and  ways  of  many  of  them — I  say,  when  I  meet 
a  man  who  says  that  he  lives  without  sin,  who  dares  to 
take  such  a  stand  before  God,  I  see  a  man  who  would 
measure  the  Laver,  a  man  who  has  so  deceived  himself, 
that  he  has  the  presumption  to  say  that  he  has  perfectly 
met  the  claims  of  that  Laver.  But  what  would  a  man  who 
judges  himself  in  the  light  of  God  say?  "I  don't  know 
that  I  have  done  anything  that  is  contrary  to  God's  will"; 
or,  in  the  words  of  i  Cor.  iv.  4,  "  For  I  know  nothing 
against  myself,  yet  am  I  not  hereby  justified,  but  He  that 
judgeth  me  is  the  Lord."  Practical  sanctification  is  by 
the  Word.  "  Sanctify  them  through  Thy  truth ;  Thy  Word 
is  truth"  (John  xvii.  17).  For  any  to  claim  that  they  are 
perfectly  sanctified  in  this  sense,  is  to  claim  perfect  know 
ledge  of  God's  will.  Paul  did  not  so  measure  the  Laver, 
for  he  says,  "Now  I  know  in  part."  "Abundance  of 
revelations  "  were  given  unto  him,  marvellous  openings  up 
of  the  truth  of  God,  a  wondrous  grasp  of  the  mystery  of 
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God  and  of  Christ,  and  yet  he  said,  "I  know  in  part" 
{i  Cor.  xiii.  12).  To  say  that  I  know  all  God's  Word 
would  be  the  greatest  folly.  No  !  when  we  deal  with  the 
Altar,  we  deal  with  something  that  met  God's  claims,  claims 
•which  Christ  only  could  and  did  perfectly  meet.  But  in 
the  Laver  we  are  dealing  with  the  claims  of  the  Word  of 
God  on  the  Christian :  and  the  Christian  has  never  fully 
met  them.  And  so  the  Laver  is  unmeasured,  and  this 
surely  tells  us  that  this  blessed  Book,  the  Book  that  so 
many  are  now  relegating  to  the  shelf,  the  Book  that  is 
considered  only  to  be  fit  for  people  in  their  second  child 
hood — this  precious  Book  is  a  great  deep,  something,  that 
if  we  were  to  live  as  long  as  Methuselah,  and  walked  with 
God  every  moment  of  that  time,  we  could  then  say  we  had 
only  been  skimming  the  surface  of  it.  Dear  Robert 
Chapman,  of  Barnstaple,  who  read  God's  Word  as  probably 
few  have  read  it  (for  he  was  then  about  ninety  years  of 
age,  and  was  converted  to  God  when  he  was  a  comparatively 
young  man),  and  for  some  seventy  years  he  had  made  it 
his  business  in  a  way  (shall  I  say)  few  Christians  have 
done,  to  walk  with  God  and  read  His  Word— yet  he  spoke 
of  "  simply  skimming  the  surface"  of  that  blessed  Book  of 
God.  Oh  !  how  very  apt  then  it  is,  that  the  Laver  should 
have  no  measurements  given. 

Where  did  the  brass  come  from  to  make  the  Laver  ? 
First,  let  me  point  out  that  when  Korah,  Dathan,  and 
Abiram,  with  their  company  in  their  rebellion  against 
God  and  His  appointed  order,  were  judged,  God  told 
Moses  to  gather  up  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  censers  they 
had  used,  and  "make  them  broad  plates  for  a  covering 
of  the  altar  "  (Num.  xvi.  38).  These  censers  spoke  of  the 
righteous  judgment  of  sin,  so  it  is  fitting  that  they  should 
be  used  on  the  Altar  (most  likely  to  renew  its  covering). 
Thus  the  judgment  of  sin  seems  to  be  stamped  upon  that 
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Altar,  for  it  speaks  of  the  Cross  where  sin  was  judged.  But 
just  as  suggestive  is  it,  that  there  were  women  whose 
contributions  to  the  Tabernacle  were  their  mirrors — brazen 
plates  of  polished  brass,  and  these  mirrors  were  put  to  the 
making  of  the  Laver  (chapter  xxxviii.  8).  The  Epistle  of 
James  speaks  of  a  mirror  (James  i.  23-24).  Of  the  man  that 
comes  to  the  Word  of  God  and  just  reads  it  and  goes  away 
and  forgets — he  says,  "  He  is  like  unto  a  man  beholding 
his  natural  face  in  a  glass,  for  he  beholdeth  himself,  and 
goeth  his  way,  and  straightway  forgetteth  what  manner  of 
man  he  was."  Has  it  ever  struck  you  how  telling  that  is? 
There  are  some  of  us  who  have  been  looking  at  our  faces 
for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  we  cannot  remember  them, 
while  memory  recalls  those  of  hosts  of  our  friends.  I 
don't  know  how  it  is  with  you,  but  if  I  had  the  gift  of  an 
artist  I  could  not  paint  my  own  face  from  memory,  nor 
even  make  a  respectable  attempt  at  it,  yet  I  could  paint  the 
faces  of  my  friends.  This  is  just  like  God's  Word  and  our 
hearts.  We  go  to  that  Word  of  God,  we  get  a  faithful 
portrayal  of  what  we  are,  and  have  been  humbled  thereby, 
but  it  soon  passes  away.  Alas  !  how  many  look  into  this 
Book  and  forget  what  manner  of  men  they  are.  The  Word 
of  God  is  like  a  mirror,  and  to  see  ourselves  aright,  we 
need  to  come  often  to  it. 

Now  turn  to  John  xiii.  1-15.  Here  we  have  one  of  the 
most  precious  openings  up  of  the  truth  of  the  Laver  that 
we  find  in  the  whole  Book.  In  this  chapter  we  have  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  anticipating  His  present  work.  The 
Gospel  of  John  gives  us  two  samples  of  Christ's  present 
work.  Chapter  xvii.  gives  His  work  as  representing  us 
before  the  Father,  and  in  that  chapter  the  Lord  speaks  as 
if  the  Cross  were  behind  Him,  and  He  now  with  the 
Father.  But  in  chapter  xiii.  we  have  the  other  side  of  His 
work,  that  is,  His  work  towards  us,  His  work  as  the  One 
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who  sanctifies  and  cleanses  with  "the  washing  of  water  by 
the  Word."  During  the  progress  of  supper  (R.V.),  Judas 
having  gone  (for  Judas  needed  more  than  washing  his  feet : 
Judas  had  never  been  to  the  altar;  Judas  was  an  unregenerate 
man  who  never  knew  Christ  as  his  personal  Saviour),  as  we 
read  that  receiving  the  passover  sop,  which  was  before  the 
Lord's  Supper,  the  membrance  feast  that  we  now  observe — 
he  went  immediately  out.  Then  the  Lord  washes  the  feet 
of  His  eleven  disciples,  and  as  He  is  doing  so,  it  just 
seems  as  if  Peter  cannot  contain  himself.  He  thinks,  "  I 
could  never  have  believed  that  John  would  have  allowed 
our  Master  to  do  that;  when  He  comes  to  my  feet,  I  will 
not  allow  it."  So  Peter  says,  when  the  Lord  comes  to  him, 
"  Dost  Thou  wash  my  feet  ?  "  and  the  Lord  replied,  "  What 
I  do,  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter." 
In  America,  we  have  got  sects  that  practice  literal  feet- 
washing.  If  the  Lord  had  meant  it  for  a  literal  ordinance 
to  be  observed,  He  would  not  have  said,  "  What  I  do,  thou 
knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  What 
does  He  mean  ?  It  is  as  if  He  had  said,  "  I  am  giving  you 
an  illustration  of  a  work  that  I  am  going  to  carry  on  toward 
you,  after  I  take  My  place  at  the  right  hand  of  My  Father. 
I  am  going  to  use  the  Word  to  sanctify  and  cleanse.  You 
cannot  understand  that  now,  but  you  will,  after  I  have  gone, 
and  when  the  Holy  Ghost  has  come.  You  will  know  it 
all  by-and-bye."  Peter  was  still  so  full  of  his  human 
feelings,  that  he  does  not  see  the  gentle  rebuke.  So  he  says 
again,  "Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet."  That  was  going 
very  far  indeed — "Thou  shalt  never  wash."  The  reply 
of  the  Lord  to  this  statement  reached  Peter's  heart.  "  If 
I  wash  thee  not,  thou  hast  no  part  with  Me."  Again  Peter 
answers  this  time  and  says,  "  Oh  !  Lord,  rather  than  that 
I  have  no  part  with  Thee,  wash  my  head,  hands  and  feet, 
wash  me  all  over."  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Lord  did 
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not  say  to  Peter,  "  If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  has  no  part  in 
Me."  Peter  had  a  part  in  Christ ;  that,  not  even  the  devil 
could  touch.  In  Christ  speaks  of  position,  with  Christ 
of  condition.  In  Christ  is  the  believer's  standing,  with 
Christ  tells  his  state.  In  Christ  speaks  of  where  Christ  has 
put  His  people,  with  Christ  speaks  of  association,  of  com 
panionship,  of  being  in  a  condition  to  enjoy  communion 
with  Him. 

THE  PRIESTLY  WASHINGS. 

Only  the  Priests  had  to  do  with  this  Laver.  All  for  whom 
Christ  acts  as  the  One  that  sanctifies  and  cleanses,  are  His 
people,  they  are  priests.  He  does  not  thus  act  for  the 
world.  He  died  for  sinners,  and  as  sinners  we  meet  Him 
at  the  Altar,  but  as  saints  He  deals  with  us  at  the  Laver. 
The  priest  has  a  title  because  he  is  a  priest,  and  has  also 
brought  his  sacrifice  to  the  Altar,  but  if  he  refuses  to  wash 
his  hands  and  feet  at  this  Laver,  what  is  the  result  ?  He 
cannot  go  into  the  holy  place  to  breath  the  fragrance  of 
that  sweet  incense,  or  walk  in  the  light  of  that  seven- 
branched  lampstand,  or  eat  of  the  loaves  on  the  table. 
All  these  are  his  portion,  all  belong  to  him,  but  their 
enjoyment  is  only  available  if  he  is  clean,  if  he  has  washed 
his  hands  and  feet.  If  he  does  not  so  wash,  for  alt 
practical  purposes,  he  might  as  well  not  be  a  priest  at  all. 
Now,  let  me  say  that  if  you  know  you  are  saved,  that  you 
are  a  child  of  God,  then  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  has 
done  its  work.  While  that  is  true,  yet  there  may  be  priests 
among  us  who  have  not  been  in  the  holy  place  for  long — 
that  is,  in  fellowship  with  God,  for  this  depends  on  our 
condition.  How  many  Christians  are  like  Peter,  saying, 
"  Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet,"  and  thus  deprive  them 
selves  of  the  privileges  of  their  priesthood. 

Shall  we  turn  now  to  Hebrews,  chapter  x.,  22.    We  read», 

D 
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"  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  assurance  of 

faith,  having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience.'' 

"From  an  evil  conscience" — this  is  the  result  of  being  at 

the  Altar.    "  Our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water  " — this  is 

the  result  of  using  the  Laver.    A  true  child  of  God  may  sit 

.at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  and  yet  be  practically  far  from  the 

presence  of  God,  far  removed  from  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Now  let  us  understand  this.     There  is  no  such  thing  as 

•entering  "within  the  veil"  in  the  enjoyment  of  sweet  and 

hallowed  worship,  if  a  single  unconfessed  sin  is  on  the 

conscience.     That  will  keep  you  out,  just  as  effectually  as 

unwashed  hands  and  feet  kept  out  the  priests.     When  the 

Lord  Jesus  said,  "If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  has  no  part  with 

Me,"  there  may  have  been  in  His  mind  this  precious  type. 

Here  is  a  priest  with  a  title  as  clear  as  a  sunbeam,  but  he 

does  not  wash  his  hands  and  his  feet,  and  so  cannot  enter 

the  holy  place.     To  have  a  part  "with  Christ"  means  to 

be  able  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  come  into  His 

presence,  clean  and   fit,    with   every   sin    confessed   and 

forgiven. 

Look  how  Peter  again  errs  !  When  he  says,  "Lord,  not 
my  feet  only,  but  also  my  hands  and  my  head,"  he  wants 
to  be  bathed  all  over.  The  Lord  answers  him,  "  He  that 
is  bathed,  needeth  not  save  to  wash  his  feet,  but  is  clean 
every  whit"  (R.V.)  "He  that  is  bathed."  What  does 
that  mean?  Away  back  in  Exodus  xxix.  we  read  that 
Moses  took  Aaron  and  his  sons  and  "  bathed  them  "  at  the 
door  of  the  Tabernacle.  That  bathing  was  not  repeated 
the  next  day,  nor  the  following  day,  nor  again:  that  bathing 
was  once  and  for  all.  Here  the  Lord  refers  to  that,  and 
says,  "  He  that  is  bathed,  needeth  not  save  to  wash  his 
feet."  That  is  to  say,  the  priest  who  was  bathed  once  for 
all  at  the  gate  of  the  Tabernacle,  has  to  wash  his  hands 
and  feet  as  he  goes  into  the  holy  place.  No  matter  if  he 
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go  there,  or  from  there  to  the  Altar,  ten  times  a  day,  as 
often  as  he  passes  that  Laver  he  must  wash  thereat.  Thus 
God  would  teach  us  that  both  for  worship  and  for  service, 
defilement  must  be  cleansed  away,  and  Christ  as  our  Laver 
is  available  for  this  cleansing. 

In  i  John  ii.  1-2,  we  read,  "My  little  children,  these 
things  write  I  unto  you  that  ye  sin  not.  And  if  any  man 
sin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous."  "  That  ye  sin  not."  This  should  be  the  aim 
of  every  child  of  God,  it  should  ever  be  the  deep  purpose 
of  his  heart.  But  there  is  a  contingency  for  which  God 
has  made  provision,  and  it  keeps  us  from  being  utterly  cast 
down  when  we  fail.  "  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  Advocate 
with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous."  "  If  we 
confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
sins  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness"  (i  John 
i.  9).  "  Faithful  and  just."  What  does  that  mean  ?  If 
there  is  a  child  of  God  in  this  meeting  to-night  who  is 
conscious  of  departure  from  God  having  taken  place,  of  sin 
having  come  in  and  been  indulged,  and  who  feels  like 
saying,  "  I  have  confessed  the  sin,  yet  I  am  not  restored,  I 
am  not  happy."  Notice  it  does  not  say,  "  if  we  confess 
our  sins,  He  is  gracious  and  merciful"  but  "  if  we  confess 
our  sins,  He  is  faithful."  We  exhort  the  unsaved  to  cling 
to  God's  Word,  not  to  take  stock  of  their  feelings.  We 
exhort  Christians  to  do  the  same.  If  you  honestly  confess 
your  sin,  you  have  the  right  to  believe  that  it  is  forgiven. 
He  is  "faithful?  He  has  given  His  Word  for  it;  and 
"just"  because  of  the  work  of  the  Cross. 

Now  in  that  precious  picture  in  John  xiii.  we  have  the 
Lord  doing  in  figure  what  we  read  of  in  Ephesians  v.  26. 
He  "gave  Himself"  that  He  might  "  sanctify  and  cleanse." 
When  a  child  of  God  sins,  Christ  uses  this  Word  to  point 
out  his  departure.  When  a  child  of  God  is  connected  with 
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anything  contrary  to  the  mind  of  God,  this  Word  is  used 
by  him  to  point  out  the  wrong.  When  a  child  of  God  is 
led  away  into  any  teaching  contrary  to  this  Book,  He 
points  out  that  false  doctrine,  and  by  returning  to  Him, 
the  Word  removes  from  him  his  defilement  through  contact 
with  error.  Just  as  water  displaces  defilement,  so  the 
Word  of  God  applied  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by 
Christ,  our  Great  High  Priest  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
cleanses  the  believer,  and  removes  from  his  walk  and  his 
ways,  everything  that  is  contrary  to  God's  will.  The  Word 
so  applied  and  obeyed  takes  the  believer  out  of  unscriptural 
associations,  out  of  unholy  alliances,  out  from  fellowship 
with  the  world.  It  washes  him  out  from  these  things.  It 
cleanses  and  sets  him  apart. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  have  us  do  as  He  did. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  Just  as  He  loves  us  too  well  to 
suffer  any  sin  upon  us,  because  it  robs  us  of  communion 
with  Him,  even  as  defiled  hands  and  feet  would  have  kept 
the  priest  from  his  portion  in  the  Holiest,  so  will  un- 
confessed  sin  keep  the  believer  from  his  portion  with 
Christ — so  He  says,  "I  have  given  you  an  example:  as  now 
I  have  done  to  you,  so  do  ye  to  one  another."  When  you 
do  it,  go  by  the  example  before  you.  How  did  he  do  it  ? 
"  He  laid  aside  His  garment  and  girded  Himself  with  a 
towel."  He  took  the  lowly  place  of  a  servant.  When  He 
had  washed  and  carefully  wiped  their  feet,  having  removed 
all  trace  of  defilement,  they  looked  as  if  they  had  never 
had  any  defilement  at  all.  Would  it  not  be  very  blessed, 
if  amongst  believers  there  was  much  more  of  this?  And 
how  very  much  better  would  it  be  if,  instead  of  advertising 
each  other's  failures,  there  was  a  desire  to  do  this  lowly 
work  that  Christ  sets  us  the  example  of.  It  would  very 
often  result  in  restoration,  whereas  going  to  a  fallen 
brother  like  a  detective  or  a  police  officer,  only  stiffens  the 
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back  of  the  poor  backslider,  and  perhaps  leads  him  to 
resent  such  service,  and  to  make  his  state  of  departure 
more  permanent. 

One  word  more.  We  have  noticed  that  the  omission 
of  measurements  as  to  the  Laver  was  suggestive.  There  is 
another  omission  not  less  so.  We  do  not  read  of  any 
"  staves  "  by  which  it  was  carried  from  one  place  to  another. 
You  would  think,  once  set  down  on  the  ground,  it  was  to 
remain  there.  So  by  omitting  any  mention  of  these,  it 
becomes  all  the  more  perfect  as  a  type.  The  Laver  is  for 
the  earth ;  we  will  not  need  it  in  heaven.  In  the  temple 
built  by  Solomon  (2  Chron.  iv.  1-5),  the  Brazen  Sea  took 
the  place  of  the  Laver.  In  Rev.  iv.  6,  we  read  of  a  "  sea 
of  glass  like  unto  crystal "  before  the  Throne.  It  is  not,  as 
in  the  temple,  a  sea  of  water,  for  there  is  no  defilement  to 
cleanse,  but  it  is  a  sea  of  glass,  to  reveal  perfection,  the 
perfection  of  Christ's  work  in  as  well  as  upon  His  glorified 
people. 
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(Exodus  xxvi.   1-14). 

"I  A  7  HAT  we  have  read  together  brings  before  us  what  we 
*  *  may  speak  of  as  the  Sanctification,  Consecration, 
Expiation,  and  Exaltation  of  Christ. 

The  first  set  of  Curtains,  which  is  properly  called  the 
Tabernacle,  was  formed  of  ten  curtains,  each  28  cubits 
long  and  4  cubits  wide.  This  allowed  the  Curtains  to  fall 
even  with  the  front  of  the  Tabernacle,  and  to  go  back  and 
down  to  the  ground  at  the  western  end.  It  would  require 
just  40  cubits  to  do  this,  as  the  Tabernacle  was  30  cubits 
long  and  10  cubits  high.  As  each  Curtain  is  only  28  cubits 
in  length,  there  would  be  i  cubit  on  each  side  of  the 
boards,  which  would  not  be  covered. 

The  inner  Curtains  were  in  two  sets,  five  in  a  set.  They 
were  held  together  by  fifty  taches  of  gold,  which  fastened 
into  fifty  loops  of  blue,  forming,  as  we  read,  "  one  Taber 
nacle."  Exceedingly  beautiful  these  Curtains  must  have 
been,  with  all  their  mingled  tints  of  blue,  purple,  and 
scarlet,  on  fine  twined  linen. 

The  second  set  was  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtains.  These 
were  30  cubits  in  length,  which  covered  the  cubit  left  bare 
by  the  inner  set. 

Here  again  we  have  two  sets,  but  this  time  we  have  five 
in  one  set  and  six  in  the  other.  You  see  that  would  give 
one  width,  or  4  cubits  more  than  was  needed  to  completely 
cover  the  Tabernacle.  This  extra  width  hangs  down  in 
the  front  of  the  Tabernacle,  only  instead  of  it  hanging  down 
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the  whole  4  cubits,  it  was  doubled  back  as  you  see  on  our 
picture,  and  there  it  hangs  down  2  cubits  in  the  double. 
The  taches  in  this  Curtain  were  brass,  not  gold.  It  is 
called  "  A  covering  (or  tent)  upon  the  Tabernacle." 

The  third  was  of  "  Rams'  Skins  dyed  red,"  and  is  called 
"a  coveiing  for  the  tent."  Above  that  and  outside  all,  was 
a  covering  of  Badgers'  Skins.  It  is  somewhat  striking  that 
no  measurements  are  given  for  these  two  coverings,  and 
one  verse  is  all  that  is  devoted  to  them.  The  exact  teach 
ing  of  this  we  may  yet  more  fully  know,  but  there  are  some 
suggestions  which  we  would  offer.  Both  of  the  Coverings 
present  Christ  in  His  life,  while  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtain 
brings  Him  before  us  as  the  sin-bearing  Substitute  of  His 
people.  We  have  seven  verses  telling  us  about  it,  while 
one  verse  gives  all  we  know  about  the  two  Coverings.  And 
is  this  not  a  needed  word  for  these  days  when  men  are 
making  much  of  the  life  of  Christ,  while  ignoring  His 
death  ?  Again  we  are  reminded  of  what  we  said  about  the 
omission  of  measurements  in  connection  with  the  Laver. 
As  we  are  to  reproduce  in  our  lives  down  here  the  separa 
tion  and  the  consecration  that  we  see  in  His  life,  we  must 
ever  feel  that  we  come  immeasureably  short  of  it. 

In  looking  at  these  Coverings  and  Curtains  we  shall 
begin  on  the  outside.  If  we  view  the  Tabernacle  from  the 
outside,  I  cannot  imagine  of  anything  less  interesting  in 
appearance.  It  was  a  long  box-like  building  without  any 
graceful  lines  or  curves,  and  it  had  nothing  about  it  to 
please  the  eye.  And  as  if  to  accentuate  its  lack  of 
attractiveness,  the  Badgers'  Skins  were  on  the  outside, 
while  the  beautiful  Curtains  were  hidden  underneath.  But 
suppose  we  go  inside.  What  a  wondrous  change  is  there  I 
On  either  hand  the  golden  covered  boards  glint  in  the 
light  of  the  Seven-branched  Lamp-stand.  Over  our  heads 
is  the  ceiling  formed  by  the  Curtains,  before  us  the  Veil> 
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behind  us  is  the  Door  with  all  the  mingled  tints  of  the  rain 
bow,  we  might  say.     Then  there  is  the  Golden  Altar  of 
Incense  rilling  the  Holy  Place  with  its  aroma,  the  Golden 
Table  with  Twelve  Loaves  of  Shewbread,  which  also  omit 
•a  fragrant  odour.    What  a  marvellous  scene !    There  are  two 
Scriptures  to  which  we  will  turn.     In  them  we  see  our 
blessed  Lord  presented  to  us  in  these  different  aspects. 
Isa.  liii.  2,  we  read,  "  He  hath  no  form  nor  comeliness,  and 
when  we  shall  see  Him  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  should 
desire  Him."     It  would  seem  as  if  we  were  looking  at  the 
outer  view  of  the  Tabernacle— "  No  form  nor  comeliness." 
This  reminds  us  of  its  very  plain  outlines.     "  No  beauty  "  : 
this  would  suggest  its  lack  of  attractive  colours  on   the 
outside.     The  other  Scripture  is  in  Song  of  Solomon  v.  16, 
"Yea,  He  is  altogether  lovely."    The  first  of  these  Scriptures 
express  what  we  all  thought  of  Christ  once,  just  as  truly  as 
it  does  what  Israel  thought  of  Him.    Then  we  viewed  Him 
from  the  standpoint  of  nature,  and  of  unbelief.     But  when 
we  saw  Him  by  the  eye  of  faith,  Oh  then,  what  a  change ! 
But  it  was  not  in  Him,  for  He  was  ever  the  "  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand."     The  change  was  in  us,  and  where 
we  viewed  Him  from.    We  were  first  outside,  in  unbelief; 
then  by  grace  we  are  inside.     We  had  seen  Him  then  by 
the  eye  of  faith. 

The  Badgers'  Skins  tell  of  the  Sanctification  of  Christ. 
There  is  one  other  place  where  we  read  of  these  Badgers' 
Skins— Ezek.  xvi.  10,  "I  shod  thee  with  badgers'  skins  " 
God  sometimes  gives  very  important  clues  in  what  we 
might  say,  a  very  incidental  way.  "I  shod  thee  with 
badgers'  skins"  would  suggest  separation  from  evil. 
Sandals  protect  the  feet  from  the  earth,  keep  them  separate 
from  it.  Badgers'  skins  then  suggest  what  it  was  which 
made  Christ  so  undesirable  to  men  who  had  not  faith. 
Had  He  mingled  with  the  people  as  their  champion,  and 
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not  witnessed  against  their  sins,  they  would  have  thought 
very  differently  of  Him.  But  He  would  not  do  that,  "  He 
•was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners  "  (Heb. 
vii.  28).  And  this  separation  was  what  they  resented.  It 
was  going  too  far,  and  so  it  made  the  Son  of  God  in  their 
eyes  like  this  outer  Covering  of  the  Tabernacle.  And  in 
the  measure  that  our  separation  is  thorough,  we  too  shall 
find  that  we  are  not  desired  by  the  world.  Nothing  calls 
forth  such  opposition  as  true  separation  does.  Remain  in 
an  unscriptural  association,  religious  or  otherwise,  and  it  is 
wonderful  how  much  you  may  say  about  its  defects.  But 
leave  it,  as  God's  Word  commands,  and  at  once  you  will 
encounter  opposition.  Alas  !  how  many  of  the  people  of 
God  are  trying  to  please  Him  and  at  the  same  time  retain 
their  connection  with  organizations  and  associations  whose 
principles  are  utterly  opposed  to  His  Word. 

Now  suppose  we  lift  the  Badgers'  Skins  and  look  at  what 
is  underneath.  Does  not  the  action  suggest  looking  for 
the  hidden  motive,  the  secret  spring,  that  which — shall 
we  say — produced  that  separated  life  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Here  we  reach  the  Rams'  Skins,  which  speak  of  the 
Consecration  of  Christ.  "  Rams'  Skins  dyed  red."  In 
Exodus  xxix  we  read  of  the  "  ram  of  consecration."  Now 
in  our  days  when  there  is  so  much  loose  interpeting  of 
the  Word  of  God,  we  get  consecration  and  sanctification 
hopelessly  mixed  up  together.  But  there  is  a  difference 
between  them.  What  is  it?  Sanctifrcation  speaks  of 
separation  unto  God;  consecration,  occupation  with  God. 
The  word  "  consecrate  "  comes  from  a  word  which  means 
"  to  fill  the  hands."  Thus,  when  Aaron  and  his  sons  were 
put  into  the  priesthood,  Moses  cut  the  ram  of  consecration 
into  pieces,  and  they  held  out  their  hands,  and  he  placed 
upon  their  hands  those  pieces  to  present  to  God.  And 
thus  the  word  means  the  "ram  of  the  filling  of  the  hands." 
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Let  us  see  how  blessedly  this  is  seen  in  our  Lord  when  He 
was  on  earth.  You  will  remember  those  words,  "  Wist  ye 
not  that  I  must  be  about  My  Father's  business,"  and  "  I 
do  always  those  things  which  please  Him."  And  that 
other  word,  "My  meat  and  My  drink  is  to  do  the  will  of 
Him  that  sent  Me."  Away  back  in  the  past,  as  we  have 
it  in  the  Psalms,  He  could  say,  "  Yea,  Thy  law  is  within 
My  heart,  I  delight  to  do  Thy  will."  That  was  the  secret 
of  His  wondrous  life  of  consecration,  the  secret  whence 
flowed  all  that  separation  from  evil  which  is  seen  in  Him, 
the  Holy  One.  There  was  constant  occupation  with  God. 
His  hands  were  filled.  He  was  the  Consecrated  One. 
And  it  were  good  for  His  people  if  they  see,  in  some  degree, 
that  these  Coverings  of  the  Tabernacle  speak,  too,  of 
what  they  ought  to  be,  as  separated  unto  God,  and  set 
apart  from  all  that  is  opposed  to  Him.  All  separation 
that  is  worth  the  name,  or  that  gives  joy  to  the  heart  of 
God,  is  separation  that  grows  from  occupation  with  Christ 
Himself. 

Then  we  read,  the  Rams'  Skins  were  dyed  red.  What 
think  you  is  that  ?  Why  not  put  them  on  as  they  were  ? 
Why  not  use  them  as  they  came  from  the  back  of  the  ram  ? 
Would  not  that  skin  speak  of  consecration  just  as  well  in 
its  natural  state  as  dyed  red  ?  White,  grey,  or  brown,  they 
would  speak  of  consecration,  since  they  came  from  the  ram 
of  consecration.  But  "dyed  red"  is  more.  You  remember 
the  word  in  Phil.  ii.  8,  "  He  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  Cross."  That  was  the  measure  of 
His  consecration,  it  was  measured  by  the  Cross.  His  was 
consecration  unto  blood.  His  was  devotedness  to  the 
Father,  that  would  not  stop  short  of  that  Cross.  The 
Rams'  Skins  dyed  red  surely  tell  us  how  that  consecration 
was  tested,  and  being  tested,  was  not  found  wanting.  And 
so  too  it  ought  to  be  with  all  who  belong  to  Christ. 
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While  we  cannot  apply  to  believers  personally  the  Goats'" 
Hair  Curtains  or  the  innermost  set  of  fine  Linen  Curtains, 
they  surely  speak  of  what  Christ  is  for  His  people,  in  which 
they  are  accepted.  While  in  the  two  Coverings,  we  have 
that  which  ought,  in  measure  at  least,  to  be  reproduced  in 
all  who  are  Christ's,  leading  to  practical  separation  from, 
all  that  is  opposed  to  the  mind  and  heart  of  God. 

The  Expiation  of  Christ ;  or,  The  Goats'  Hair  Curtain. 
— If  there  is  one  animal  in  the  whole  Word  of  God  that  is 
par  excellence  as  the  sin  offering,  it  is  the  goat.  No  Feast 
passed  without  its  sin  offering  of  a  goat.  The  goat,  I 
say,  is  pre-eminent  in  the  Word  of  God  as  a  sin  offering. 
The  goat  typifies  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  our  great  Sin 
Offering.  But  why  the  goat?  You  will  remember  in 
Matt,  xxv.,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gives  us  a  view  of  two 
classes  of  people,  which  will  stand  before  the  Throne  of 
His  glory — the  saved  are  likened  to  sheep ;  the  unsaved  to- 
goats  ?  The  goat,  then,  represents  first  a  sinner  unsaved. 
You  may  ask,  "  How,  then,  can  we  take  the  goat  as  a  type 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?"  Blessed  be  God,  we  can,  and 
most  appropriately  too,  for  it  is  a  type  of  Christ  as  taking 
the  sinner's  place.  As  I  view  the  sin  offering,  I  view  that 
which  speaks  to  me  of  Christ  standing  in  the  presence  of 
God,  and  as  bearing  my  sin,  suffering  under  the  hand  of 
God  for  the  guilty  sinner.  So  it  is  very  appropriate  that 
the  goat,  which  represents  the  sinner,  should  also  represent 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  came  into  the  sinner's  place. 

The  goats'  hair  was  a  memorial  of  the  goat  which  had 
been  sacrificed.  That  Curtain  says,  it  has  died.  As  the 
priest  went  under  that  Curtain,  he  went,  typically,  under 
all  the  value  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  It  stands  for  this : 
the  believing  sinner  is  sheltered  from  wrath ;  covered  over 
by  all  that  Christ  did,  just  as  that  which  spoke  of  atone 
ment,  covered  the  Tabernacle. 
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I  want  you  to  observe  this,  that  in  the  case  of  the  inner 
most  set  of  curtains,  the  taches  were  of  gold,  but  it  is  not 
gold  in  the  case  of  the  goats'  hair.  Why  ?  Goats'  hair 
speaks  of  atonement ;  hence,  it  is  in  keeping  with  this  that 
the  taches  should  be  brass.  This  is  a  return  to  the  truth 
of  the  Altar.  So  here  you  have  atonement  brought  in 
again.  You  have  the  metal  that  invariably  recalls  the 
judgment  of  sin,  and  the  place  where  it  was  judged.  The 
very  taches  that  hold  those  two  sets  of  Curtains  together, 
thus  suggest  atonement. 

The  inner  Curtains  are  30  cubits  long.  You  remember, 
we  spoke  of  the  number  "  ten"  as  giving  us  responsibility  ; 
as  the  number  of  the  Law,  which  is  the  measure  of  God's 
requirements  from  man.  Its  length  proclaims  that  this 
responsibility,  which  never  can  be  waived,  has  been  met 
— and  Divinely  met.  So  we  have  the  30  cubits — 3  times 
10.  We  have  the  number  of  responsibility  associated  with 
the  number  of  God  (three  reminds  us  of  the  Triune  God). 
We  think  of  the  verse  in  Heb.  ix.  14,  in  which  we  get  the 
entire  Trinity  in  connection  with  atonement.  "  Christ ', 
who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  Himself  without 
spot  unto  God."  Here  is  the  full  responsibility  of  a  broken 
law,  Divinely  met.  But  look  at  the  width  of  each  Curtain 
— 4  cubits.  Now,  we  said  that  the  number  4  is  the  num 
ber  of  the  creature.  It  may  remind  us  of  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  of  glory  in  becoming  Man,  to  suffer  in  our  room  and 
stead. 

Another  thing.  Notice  how  many  Curtains  there  are. 
When  we  have  the  beautiful  inner  set,  there  are  just  10. 
When  we  read  of  the  goats'  hair,  which  speaks  of  atone 
ment,  it  is  not  10 — it  is  n.  This  reminds  us  of  a  little 
word  which  occurs  five  times  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
chapter  v.  That  little  word  is  "much  more."  What  does 
it  mean  ?  It  means  that  when  Christ  died,  God  was  more 
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glorified  by  that  death,  than  He  had  ever  been  dishonoured 
by  sin;  and  the  believer  gains  more  by  Christ's  death,  than 
he  lost  through  sin  and  Adam's  fall.  And  so  that  word, 
five  times  repeated  there,  finds  its  type  here  in  the  extra 
width  of  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtain.  Ten  commandments 
all  broken,  but  eleven  Goats'  Hair  Curtains  tell  that  the 
atonement  of  Christ  has  been  ample  ;  has  met,  and  "  much 
more  "  than  met  the  consequences  of  sin. 

There  is  something  else.  That  eleventh  Curtain  was 
not  needed  for  practical  purposes ;  it  was  not  required  to 
cover  the  building — ten  did  that.  What,  then,  was  the  use 
this  eleventh  Curtain  was  devoted  to  ?  It  hung  down  over 
the  door,  and  was  doubled  back,  thus  giving  two  cubits  of 
it  always  in  full  view.  Suppose,  now,  that  a  priest  is  going 
in  towards  the  Tabernacle  from  the  Laver.  He  may 
chance  to  be  walking  as  if  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  be 
there;  as  if,  because  of  his  office  or  merit,  it  were  his 
place.  But  he  never  came  into  that  blessed  place  without 
his  eye  falling  on  that  double  cubit  of  Goats'  Hair  Curtain 
which  hung  down,  and  its  voice  to  him  would  always  be : 
"  But  for  the  death  that  these  Curtains  are  the  memorial 
of,  I  would  not  be  allowed  access  here."  And  the  child 
of  God,  in  his  most  sacred  moments,  when  he  is  nearest 
to  God,  is  never  without  the  sense  of  this  extra  width  of 
the  Goats'  Hair  Curtain.  Take  the  most  sacred  meeting 
(for  there  is  none  more  sacred  outside  heaven),  when  we 
are  sitting  around  the  Lord's  Table,  rejoicing  in  all  the 
nearness  which  is  ours  as  "  accepted  in  the  Beloved,"  a 
nearness  angels  can  never  know.  As  we  look  on  the 
broken  loaf,  and  meditate  upon  the  Lord's  words,  "This  is 
My  body  which  is  given  for  you,"  we  see,  as  it  were,  the 
Goats'  Hair  Curtain.  Yet  one  more  application  of  this. 
Soon  the  Church  shall  be  seen  in  heavenly  glory.  Gathered 
around  Him  there,  the  sharers  of  His  Throne,  having  been 
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made  more  resplendent  than  the  Archangel,  shall  we  ever 
get  away  from,  or  forget  that  Goats'  Hair  Curtain  ?  Listen 
to  the  song  the  redeemed  sing  there,  as  they  gaze  upon 
the  "  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain."  "  Thou  wast  slain,  and 
hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  Thy  blood."  Ever  and  anon, 
as  they  view  those  wounds,  the  glorified  saints  will,  with 
adoring  hearts,  say,  "  The  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and 
gave  Himself  for  me."  Ornaments  of  noble  orders,  the 
insignia  of  royalty,  stars  and  crosses,  can  never  be  in 
human  eyes,  what  the  wounds  in  the  hands  and  feet  and 
side  of  the  Lamb  of  God  will  ever  be  to  His  ransomed 
people,  as  the  memorials  of  the  death  He  died  on  Calvary. 
Thus  we  shall  see  that  even  there  on  the  Throne  of  God, 
what  overspreads  us,  as  the  priest  in  the  Tabernacle  was 
overspread  by  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtains,  will  be  the 
memorials  of  the  atoning  death  of  Christ. 

The  Glorification  of  Christ;  or,  The  inner  set  of  Curtains. 
— Some  things  here  I  will  leave  until  we  come  to  deal  with 
the  Veil;  that  is  to  say,  they  will  come  in  very  much  more 
appropriately  when  speaking  of  that  Veil.  These  Curtains, 
like  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtains,  were  in  two  sets.  There  were 
five  widths  in  each  set — ten  widths  of  4  cubits  each.  They 
were  only  28  cubits  long,  which  left  a  cubit  of  the  gold- 
covered  boards  on  either  side  of  the  Tabernacle  exposed. 
This  cubit  was  covered  by  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtain.  This 
is  most  suggestive,  for  they  spoke  of  atonement,  or  cover 
ing.  Again,  in  the  Goats'  Hair  Curtain,  the  taches  which 
held  it  together  were  brass:  in  this  inner  set,  they  are 
gold— for  it  is  Christ  in  glory  that  we  are  now  to  contem 
plate.  In  these  Curtains  we  see  all  the  beautifully  mingled 
colours  that  are  in  the  Gate,  Door,  and  Veil.  Christ  in 
all  His  blessed  fulness ;  Christ,  the  One  who  was  Man, 
who  ever  will  be  Man,  but  who  is  also  God.  So  here  we 
have  again  the  linen— the  Manhood,  and  we  have  the 
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blue — the  Divinity,  and  the  purple,  the  Royal  colour,  for 
on  that  Throne  He  is  King.  We  do  not  speak  of  Christ 
as  "King  of  the  Church."  Scripture  never  does.  He  is 
Lord  and  He  is  Head  of  the  Body.  But  He  is  also  King 
— not  our  King,  but  He  is  King :  and  the  purple  is  there. 
The  scarlet,  too,  is  there,  which  reminds  us  of  His  suffer 
ing.  But  here  you  get  something  we  did  not  see  in  the 
Gate.  We  had  there  blue,  purple,  and  scarlet,  and  fine 
twined  linen,  but  we  did  not  have  the  gold.  Here  we 
have  it.  The  Gate  speaks  of  Christ  on  earth ;  the  Curtains 
of  Christ  in  heaven.  In  these  Curtains  were  wrought  the 
figures  of  the  Cherubim,  whose  wings  are  spread  out,  as  if 
they  would  protect  all  who  are  under  them.  In  the  Veil, 
the  Cherubim  are  also  seen,  and  when  it  was  rent,  they 
were  rent.  We  think  of  those  words  of  the  Lord  to  Jeru 
salem  in  Luke  xiii.  34.  "Oh,  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  which 
killest  the  prophets  and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto 
thee ;  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  to 
gether,  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not."  He  would  have  gathered  them  under 
His  protecting  wings,  as  the  mother  bird  gets  the  little 
chicks  under  her  wings,  and  then  spreads  them  out  and 
endures  the  storm  to  save  them.  We  have  the  outstretched 
wings  in  these  beautiful  inner  Curtains,  and  we  have  also 
the  judgment  borne  for  us  as  suggested  by  the  Goats' 
Hair  Curtains.  So  we  are  doubly  safe — safe  for  time, 
and  safe  for  eternity. 
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"Builded  together  for  an  habitation  of  God" 
(Eph.  ii.  22). 

j— J  ERE  we  have  the  framework  of  the  Tabernacle.  4& 
boards,  10  cubits  (17^  feet)  high,  and  i£  cubits 
(2  feet  7^  inches)  broad,  20  on  each  side,  and  8  on  the 
end. 

The  boards  were  acacia  wood,  overlaid  with  gold.  Five 
bars  of  the  same  two  materials  held  them  together.  They 
stood  upon  ninety-six  silver  sockets — two  under  each 
board,  or  about  five  tons  of  silver  in  all  in  the  founda 
tion.  In  looking  at  the  boards,  we  will  consider  them  as 
typical  of  the  saints  of  God ;  the  sockets,  as  Christ  Him 
self,  their  Foundation.  As  a  whole,  the  Tabernacle  is  a 
type  of  Christ,  as  also  its  various  parts,  but  it  speaks  also- 
of  His  people. 

Let  us  turn  to  Eph.  ii.  19-22.  We  see  here  God  engaged 
in  the  work  of  making  a  habitation  for  Himself.  Now, 
that  is  just  what  the  Tabernacle  was.  His  Word  was, 
"  Let  them  make  me  a  sanctuary,  that  I  may  dwell  among 
them."  And  this  is  His  object  in  gathering  out  the  Church 
as  we  see  here.  The  Tabernacle  was  the  type  of  this. 
The  very  language  employed  would  suggest  this.  "  And 
are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets, 
Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the  chief  Corner-stone.  In 
whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together,  groweth  unto 
an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  In  whom  ye  also  are  builded 
together  for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit." 
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That  we  are  right  in  now  looking  at  the  Tabernacle  as 
picturing  God's  people,  is  also  strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
the  boards  rested  upon  that  which  speaks  of  redemption — 
the  silver  sockets. 

We  shall  look,  then,  at  these  sockets  first.  They  speak 
of  Christ  in  His  redeeming  work. 

Shall  we  read  Exodus  xxx.  12-16  ?  This  is  one  of  the 
plainest  types  of  redemption  to  be  found  in  the  Word  of 
God.  The  men  of  Israel  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward 
were  to  be  numbered,  and  at  their  numbering  they  must 
give  the  half  shekel  as  a  "  ransom  for  their  souls."  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  being  numbered  and  eligible  to  fight 
the  battles  of  Jehovah,  save  as  by  bringing  this  atonement 
money.  Not  only  so,  but  the  judgment  of  God  will  fall 
upon  them  if  they  do  not  bring  it.  Alas  !  we  are  living  in 
days  when  thousands  upon  thousands  are  enrolled  in  the 
professed  hosts  of  the  Lord,  who  do  not  know  what  it  is 
to  be  redeemed,  and  what  is  worse  still,  who  do  not  believe 
they  need  it.  Judgment  is  ahead  of  them  :  not  the  rest 
of  heaven,  but  the  torments  of  hell. 

All  are  brought  to  one  common  level  here  as  to  their 
need,  and  the  same  ransom  must  be  brought  by  all.  The 
rich  man  cannot  add  to  it,  nor  may  the  poor  man  bring 
less.  So  God  will  have  nothing  from  man,  but  His  Son. 
No  human  righteousness  or  merit  can  be  added  to  Christ, 
and  less  than  Christ  will  not  do. 

The  silver  itself,  as  well  as  its  use,  is  typical  of  Christ, 
We  might  ask  why  God  should  choose  a  silver  coin  in 
value  nearly  equal  to  a  twenty-five  cent  piece,  or  English 
shilling.  Silver  is  a  pure  metal,  white  and  precious,  and 
in  this  Christ,  as  the  Holy  Son  of  God,  is  surely  brought 
before  us. 

We  read  that  "  a  shekel  is  twenty  gerahs."  Then  a  half 
shekel  would  be  ten  gerahs.  Think  you  God  gave  us  that 
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bit  of  information  for  no  purpose  ?  Ten  gerahs !  Why  do 
I  need  a  ransom  ?  Because  I  am  under  the  curse  of  a 
broken  law,  of  ten  commandments  Then  here  is  Christ, 
who  will  bear  its  judgment,  as  my  ransom. 

The  word  shekel  means  "  weight."  Half  a  shekel  then 
•would  just  mean  "half-weight."  But  how  could  that  set 
forth  Christ  ?  It  might  remind  us  of  ourselves  of  whom 
it  could  be  said,  as  well  as  of  Belshazzer  of  old,  "Thou 
art  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found  wanting."  Yet 
it  did  proclaim  Christ.  Did  you  ever  ask  yourself,  "  What 
is  substitution  ?  "  Perhaps  you  say,  "  It  means  one  dying 
in  place  of  another."  Well,  that  is  true,  but  you  might 
add,  one  dying  as  another.  When  Christ  died /<?r  me,  He 
died  as  me.  As  we  read  in  2  Cor.  v.  21,  "For  He  hath 
made  Him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin."  And  Christ 
in  grace  took  that  place.  As  we  often  sing : — 

"Our  sins  our  guilt  in  love  divine, 
Confessed  and  borne  by  Thee." 

The  word  "silver"  in  its  root  meaning  has,  we  under 
stand,  the  sense  of  "  to  turn  pale  through  longing,  fear,  or 
shame."  Ah !  well  might  this  recall  the  Cross  to  us. 
Think  of  what  it  meant  to  hang  with  felons  on  a  Cross, 
with  that  vulgar,  morbid  crowd  staring  at  Him!  His  words 
in  the  Psalm  might  then  express  His  feelings,  "  Shame  hath 
covered  My  face." 

When  the  Israelite  passed  the  place  where  the  half 
shekel  was  received,  and  gave  it  up,  he  could  say,  "  I  am 
redeemed."  The  ransom  had  been  paid.  And  the  very 
moment  we  accept  Christ,  we  can  take  up  the  words  of 
the  hymn : — 

"I'm  redeemed,  I'm  redeemed,  I'm  redeemed, 
By  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

This  silver  was  applied  to  the  work  of  the  Tabernacle. 
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One  hundred  sockets  were  cast  from  it.  Ninety-six  for  the 
boards,  and  four  for  the  pillars  of  the  Veil  stood  on  these. 
So  the  Tabernacle  had  a  costly  and  a  firm  foundation. 

THE  BOARDS  OF  THE  TABERNACLE. 

As  we  think  of  the  getting,  fitting,  and  placing  of  these 
boards,  we  are  reminded  of  how  God  is  now  building  His 
habitation  as  in  Eph.  ii.  19-22. 

Some  of  the  workmen  of  Israel  set  out  in  quest  of  trees 
which  would  furnish  these  boards.  Some  of  these  trees 
may  have  been  growing  up  on  the  hillside,  others  down  in 
the  valley.  They  start  upon  them  with  the  axe.  First 
they  are  laid  low.  Then  boughs,  branches,  and  leaves  are 
all  taken  away,  and  only  the  trunk  remains.  This  is  cut 
up  into  boards,  and  these  are  fitted  and  fashioned,  covered 
with  gold,  and  set  up  with  all  the  others  to  form  a  dwelling- 
place  for  Jehovah.  Such  is  the  picture.  Now  for  its 
application.  Those  Ephesian  saints  were  boards.  Once, 
some  of  them  grew  upon  the  hills  of  religion  and  morality, 
while  the  many  grew  down  in  the  low  places  of  sin  and  vice. 
But  alike  they  drew  their  enjoyment  from  the  earth,  not 
from  God.  But  the  Word  of  God,  like  an  axe,  came  and 
it  detached  them  from  the  world.  They  saw  themselves 
to  be  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  all  their  fancied  goodness 
and  false  profession  was  taken  away.  Then  as  the  boards 
were  fashioned  for  their  places  in  the  Tabernacle,  so  were 
they  raised  up  and  builded  together  for  "an  habitation  of 
God." 

It  might  have  looked  cruel  to  see  the  trees  despoiled  of 
their  beauty.  But  that  beauty  would  soon  have  faded. 
Not  so  the  gold  which  has  been  put  upon  these  boards.  It 
will  endure.  So  we  lose  our  own  righteousness,  self- 
righteousness,  to  get  the  righteousness  of  God.  This  is 
Christ  Himself. 
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THE  SILVER  SOCKETS. 

There  were  two  under  each  board.  In  each  socket  there 
was  a  mortise,  and  on  each  board  two  tenons  (or  hands) 
which  entered  into  the  mortises.  A  very  precious  thought. 
Why  two  sockets  under  a  board  ?  The  socket  tells  us  of 
Christ,  upon  whom  we,  as  individuals,  rest  for  salvation. 
And  all  of  them  together  proclaim  Him  as  "  the  Church's 
one  foundation." 

"  Two  "  suggests  testimony  better  than  one  would.    And 
how  blessed  it  is,  in  such  a  vital  matter,  that  God  has  given 
us  competent  testimony.    Paul,  writing  to  the  Corinthians, 
(i  Cor.  xv.  1-8)  about  the  Gospel  he  had  preached,  which 
they  received,  and  by  which  they  were  saved,  shows  upon 
what  authority  the  fact  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ  rested. 
After  he  had  spoken  of  various  witnesses,  he  says  that  He 
"  was  seen  of  above  five   hundred  brethren  at  once,  of 
whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  present,  but  some 
are  fallen  asleep."     That  means  that  at  the  time  he  was 
writing,  some  three  hundred  men  in  Judea  could  have  been 
interviewed  who  had  seen  Christ  after  He  arose  from  the 
dead.      Pretty  good  evidence  !     Peter,  writing  to  "  them 
who  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us"  says,  "for 
we  have  not  followed  cunningly  devised  fables,  we  were 
eye-witnesses  of  His  Majesty"  (2  Pet.  i.  16).     The  child 
of  God  has  very  solid  ground  for  his  faith.     To-day  as  we 
see  people  on  every  hand  resting  upon  the  fables,  opinions, 
and  dreamings  of  men,  while  they  reject  the  sure  Word  of 
God,  we  think  of  what  the  first  Napoleon  said  concerning 
one  of  his  Generals,  "  He  would  believe  anything  if  it  was 
not  in  the  Bible." 

The  boards  were  separated  from  the  earth  by  these  silver 
sockets.  Once  as  trees,  they  were  in  and  of  the  earth. 
Now  they  are  on  the  earth,  but  not  in  it,  nor  of  it.  Not 
only  does  the  Cross  of  Christ  separate  believers  from  their 
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sins,  and  the  wrath  of  God  due  to  them  because  of  these, 
but  it  separates  them  from  their  old  standing,  takes  them 
out  of  the  world  in  which  they  once  lived.  What  a  picture 
we  get  here  of  an  assembly  of  saints  !  Each  board  covered 
with  gold,  standing  on  the  silver  sockets,  all  bound  together 
by  the  five  bars  to  be  an  habitation  of  God.  We  think  of 
such  words  as  "  That  He  might  gather  together  in  one  the 
children  of  God"  (John  xi.  52),  and  "All  that  believed 
were  together"  (Acts  ii.  44).  In  these  early  days,  believers 
seemed  to  do  so  by  instinct.  Sects  and  systems  had  not 
then  perverted  that  blessed  instinct  as,  alas  !  seems  to  be 
the  case  now.  It  is,  however,  the  responsibility  of  all  who 
know  Christ,  to  seek  a  fellowship  such  as  we  see  pictured 
in  these  boards  of  the  Tabernacle.  Saved  people  (not 
saved  and  unsaved)  gathered  together  on  the  foundation 
of  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ — the  silver  sockets  ; 
to  Himself  in  the  midst — the  glory  in  the  Tabernacle  ;  and 
held  together  by  no  human  bond,  but  by  Christ  Himself. 

THE  FIVE  BARS. 

These  bars,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  were  acacia 
wood  covered  with  gold.  And  just  as  the  five  pillars  of  the 
door  set  forth  Christ,  so  do  these,  only  the  relation  He 
sustains  toward  us  is  different.  He  is  here  as  the  One  who 
binds  all  in  one,  who  secures  the  unity  of  His  people. 

The  middle  bar  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  type  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  But  the  fact  that  it  was  wood  and  gold,  is 
against  this  interpretation.  "  The  middle  bar  in  the 
midst "  are  words  which  lend  themselves  easily  to  express 
what  makes  the  difference  between  a  church  or  assembly 
and  a  mere  congregation.  Jesus  known  as  the  One  "  in 
the  midst,"  the  One  around  whom  we  are  gathered.  That 
is  what  makes  an  assembly,  and  to  neglect  the  assembling 
of  ourselves  together,  is  a  cause  of  loss  to  our  souls.  And 


70       LECTURES  ON  THE  TABERNACLE. 

to  turn  away  from  such  a  company  is  to  turn  our  back  to 
Christ,  who  is  in  the  midst.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
middle  bar  passed  through  each  board  like  a  dowel.  That 
is,  a  hole  was  bored  in  the  board,  and  the  bar,  like  a  long 
dowel-pin,  went  through  from  end  to  end  of  all  the  twenty 
boards.  Now  the  hole  would  have  to  be  so  large  as  to 
weaken  the  boards  if  the  bar  was  to  be  of  a  strength 
sufficient  to  be  any  material  help,  and  as  it  was  wood,  its 
size  would  have  to  be  considerable.  But  if  some  of  the 
rings  were  on  the  inside  of  the  boards,  and  this  bar  passed 
through  these,  it  would  act  as  a  key  to  the  others,  giving 
stability  to  the  boards,  and  the  truth  taught  would  be  just 
the  same.  I  just  suggest  this,  as  the  more  reasonable 
interpretation  to  us.  At  any  rate,  the  truth  taught  is  clear. 
Nothing  holds  together  a  company  of  believers  like  seeing 
that  Jesus  is  the  Centre,  and  that  as  Lord  we  are  gathered 
"unto  Him,"  owning  His  authority. 


THE  DOOR  nND  THE  VEIL 

(Exodus  xxvi.   31,  32,  and  36,  37;    John  x.   7,  9) 

YOU  will  notice  in  John  x.  we  have  two  doors  named. 
In  verse  9,  we  have  a  door  of  which  the  Lord  says, 
"  I  am  the  Door ;  by  Me  if  any  man  enter  in  he  shall  be 
saved."     In  verse  7,  another  door  is  spoken  of,  but  of  it, 
it  is  not  said,  "  If  any  man  enter  in."     It  speaks  of  those 
who   enter  it  as    "  the  sheep"— "I  am  the  Door  of  the 
sheep."     Christ  is    the  Door  in   each  case,  but  we  may 
speak  of   Him  here   as  the  Door  for  the  saint,  and  the 
Door  for  the  sinner.     You  may  say,  "  Does  the  saint  need 
a  door  ?  "     Of  course  he  does.     He  needs  Christ  as  the 
Way  to  God  in  praise  and  worship.    And  the  sinner  needs 
Christ  as  the  Way  to  come  to  God  in  his  guilt  and  sin, 
for  pardon  and  for  peace.     See  how  these  doors  are  here 
illustrated.     Any  one  of  the  men  of  Israel,  no  matter  of 
what  tribe,  could  enter  by  the  gate,  and  bring  his  sacrifice 
to  the  Altar.     But  only  a  priest  could  go  through  the  door 
into  the  Tabernacle.     The  gate  speaks  of  salvation,  and 
the  door  speaks  of  worship;  the  gate  of  our  coming  to 
God  as  lost  ones,  and  the  door  of  our  coming  to  God  as 
saved  ones,  in  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

There  is  another  thing.  The  gate  has  width,  and  the 
door  has  height.  There  are  just  the  same  number  of 
square  inches  in  the  gate  as  in  the  door ;  only,  while  the 
gate  is  20  cubits  wide  it  is  only  5  cubits  high,  and  the 
door,  while  only  10  wide,  is  10  high.  You  see  that  what 
the  one  has  in  width,  the  other  has  in  height.  Now,  it 
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makes  a  big  difference  presenting  the  Gospel  to  a  sinner, 
how  we  present  it.  In  preaching  the  Gospel  we  stand  by 
the  Court  gate,  and  proclaim  that  way  of  entrance  is  for 
all.  This  is  like  John  x.  9,  and  speaks  of  full,  free  sal 
vation  for  every  sinner. 

It  is  many  years  since  my  mind  first  opened  to  the  very 
precious  truth  of  election.  Before  that,  I  had  no  right 
knowledge  of  it— in  fact,  I  felt  like  opposing  it.  But  I 
thank  God  my  heart  was  opened  to  its  reception  from  the 
Word  of  God.  Since  then,  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  me 
the  joy  of  preaching  Christ  in  many  places,  and  seeing 
souls  led  to  him — and  I  think  I  can  say,  I  can  never 
remember  being  hampered  in  the  least  in  presenting  the 
Gospel,  because  I  believed  in  election  as  the  Bible  teaches 
it.  As  sinners  outside,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
counsels  of  God.  God  has  given  the  Gospel,  which  is  for 
everybody.  You  may  not  be  able  to  ''harmonize"  man's 
responsibility  and  God's  sovereignty,  nor  do  they  need 
harmonizing.  By-and-bye  you  will  understand  better  how 
both  are  true.  Take  your  stand  by  this  gate,  and  pro 
claim  with  all  the  powers  that  God  has  given  you,  "  Who 
soever  will  may  come,"  and,  "  If  any  man  enter  in  he  shall 
be  saved." 

Those  who  have  believed  most  firmly  in  the  doctrine  of 
election  have  been  the  greatest  soul-winners.  Spurgeon, 
for  example,  believed  it  with  all  the  intensity  of  his  being 
—and  who  won  souls,  throughout  a  long  ministry,  more 
than  he  ?  Do  not  be  hampered  by  the  thought  that  the 
Gospel  is  not  for  everybody,  for  it  is.  Duncan  Matheson 
-was  a  man  who  believed  in  election,  and  once  he  was 
preaching  in  a  church  in  the  North  of  Scotland  When  he 
was  finished,  one  of  the  elders  who  had  been  listening 
uneasily  to  Duncan  making  the  gate  wide  enough  for 
"whosoever  will"  to  enter,  and  who  was  evidently  afraid 
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that  a  lot  would  get  in  who  had  no  business  there,  because 
they  were  not  of  "the  elect,"  said  to  Matheson,  "Duncan, 
man,  ye're  nae  preaching  to  the  elect,"  to  which  the  evan 
gelist  replied,  "  If  you  will  chalk  them  on  their  backs,  then 
I'll  preach  to  them."  Since  no  one  can  do  that,  let  us 
preach  the  Gospel  as  we  are  bidden,  to  "  every  creature." 

But  over  the  Door  we  might  read,  "Ye  have  not  chosen 
Me,  but  I  have  chosen  you."  And  so  we  found  that  our 
salvation  was  no  haphazard  thing,  but  the  result  of  God's 
eternal  purpose  in  Christ  Thus  as  we  progress  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  of  God,  we  learn  every  lesson  in 
its  proper  place. 

You  remember  the  gate  was  supported  by  four  pillars, 
which  would  remind  us  of  the  four  witnesses  chosen 
by  God  to  present  to  us  the  life,  death,  burial,  and 
resurrection  of  His  blessed  Son — Matthew,  Mark,  Luke, 
and  John.  When  we  come  to  the  door  we  find,  not  four 
pillars,  but  five.  Now,  why  is  this  so  ?  God  uses  five 
writers  to  give  us  the  Epistles— Paul,  Peter,  James,  Jude, 
and  John.  And  their  ministry  is  especially  to  believers.  It 
is  the  same  blessed  Person  who  is  set  forth  in  all,  but  in  the 
Gospels  He  is  seen  as  the  Way  to  God  for  sinners,  and  in 
the  Epistles  as  the  Way  to  God  for  purged  worshippers. 

These  pillars  were  acacia  wood  covered  with  gold, 
speaking  of  Christ  now  in  the  presence  of  God.  When 
it  is  brass,  it  is  Christ  on  earth,  in  reference  to  the  judg 
ment  of  sin,  but  in  the  gold  we  have  Christ  as  the  glorified 
One.  The  wood  and  the  gold  are  beautifully  brought  out 
in  that  remarkable  passage,  Isa.  ix.  6,  "  For  unto  us  a 
Child  is  born,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given,  and  the  government 
shall  be  upon  His  shoulder:  and  His  Name  shall  be  called 
Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  Mighty  God,  The  Everlasting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace." 

Do  you  ever  think  of  the  marvellous  exactitude  of  the 
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Word  of  God  ?  "  Unto  us  a  Child  is  born  "—that  is  the 
Wood,  His  holy  humanity.  "Unto  us  a  Son  is  given" — 
that  is  the  Gold,  His  Deity.  Bethlehem  was  not  His 
origin.  Away  back  in  the  eternal  past,  He  was  the  Son 
in  the  bosom  of  the  Father.  But  in  grace  He  became  the 
Child  born.  And  as  one  of  the  perfections  of  our  precious 
Bible,  and  not  a  mere  redundancy  of  speech,  it  is  added 
that  He  was  the  "  Son  given™ 

Then  we  get  what  would  answer  to  the  five  pillars — 
"Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  Mighty  God,  The  Everlasting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace"  Five  titles,  which  assure 
us  that  He  was  no  mere  creature,  for  of  no  creature  could 
it  be  said  that  he  was  "  The  Mighty  God  and  the  Ever 
lasting  Father."  We  read  in  Rom.  ix.  5,  "  Christ  came, 
who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever."  In  Heb.  vii.  26, 
we  get  other  five  things,  "  For  such  an  High  Priest  be 
came  us  who  is  Holy,  Harmless,  Unde filed,  Separate  from 
Sinners,  and  Made  Higher  than  the  Heavens" 

THE  DOOR  CURTAINS. 

There  are  the  different  kinds  of  material — blue,  purple, 
and  scarlet,  and  fine  twined  linen,  each  bringing  out  a 
special  feature  of  the  beauty  and  perfections  of  Christ. 
God,  in  giving  us  four  accounts  by  the  Evangelists,  does 
not  mean  them  to  be  merely  four  corroborative  witnesses. 
They  do  corroborate;  but  the  thought  is,  that  God  wanted 
the  different  writers  to  bring  out  each  his  own  peculiar 
feature  of  the  Lord's  character. 

Matthew,  or  the  Purple. — The  great  thought  in  Matthew- 
is  the  Kingship  of  Christ,  so  the  genealogy  of  Christ  is 
traced  up  to  Abraham,  through  David,  and  Christ's  title 
to  the  throne  established.  The  wise  men  in  the  second 
chapter  ask,  "Where  is  He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews?" 
This  is  the  Purple,  or  Royal  colour. 
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Mark,  or  the  Scarlet. — In  Mark  we  get  no  genealogy. 
There  are  genealogies  in  Matthew  and  in  Luke,  but  none 
in  Mark.  Here,  Christ  is  presented  as  the  Servant,  and  it 
is  in  keeping  with  that  character  that  it  should  be  omitted. 
The  word  "scarlet"  really  is  "worm  scarlet" — the  colour 
was  obtained  from  a  worm.  What  grace,  that  He  should 
stoop  so  low,  the  One  of  whom  we  read  that  He  was  the 
Mighty  God.  Newberry  gives  the  word  "scarlet"  as  "the 
splendour  of  a  worm."  And  His  glory  will  ever  equal  the 
glory  of  His  humiliation. 

Luke,  or  the  Fine  Twined  Linen. — The  genealogy  of 
Christ  in  Luke  is  traced  right  up  to  Adam.  All  through 
Luke,  the  phrase  is,  "  A  certain  man."  The  same  parable 
which  has  "  a  certain  king"  in  Matthew,  has  "  a  certain 
man  "  in  Luke.  The  burden  of  Luke  is  the  Manhood  of 
Christ,  and  his  pen  was  guided  to  unfold  to  us  in  that  way 
peculiar  to  him,  the  grace  that  in  Christ  as  man,  came 
near  to  us  in  all  our  need  and  ruin,  yet  was  ever  the  holy 
spotless  One. 

John,  or  the  Blue. — How  does  John  begin  his  Gospel  ? 
Just  as  we  might  expect,  where  all  is  inspired  of  God.  If 
linen  is  suited  to  bring  Christ  before  us  a  Man,  since  it  is 
a  lowly  growth  of  the  field,  blue  will  no  less  bring  before 
us  His  Deity,  as  it  is  the  colour  of  the  heavens.  So  John 
begins,  "  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word 
was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God."  "  With  God,"  as 
to  His  eternal  Sonship.  "The  Word  was  God,"  as  to 
His  essential  Deity. 

THE   VEIL. 

Now,  I  want  you  to  turn  to  Heb.  x.  19,  20.  "  Having 
therefore,  brethren,  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by 
the  blood  of  Jesus.  By  a  new  and  living  way  which  He 
hath  consecrated  for  us,  through  the  Veil,  that  is  to  say, 
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His  flesh."    Then  in  Matthew  xxviii.  50,  51,  "Jesus,  when 
He  had  cried   again  with  a  loud   voice,  yielded  up  the 
ghost.     And  behold,  the  Veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in 
twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom."     Luke  xxiv.  44,  "And 
it  was  about  the  sixth  hour,  and  there  was  a  darkness  over 
all  the  earth   until   the   ninth   hour.     And   the    sun   was 
darkened,   and  the  Veil  of  the  temple   was   rent  in  the 
midst."    We  shall  look  particularly  at  some  words  in  each 
of  these  passages.     First,  God  tells  us  that  the  rent  Veil 
answered   to  Christ  crucified.      That    is   what    Hebrews 
teaches.     Matthew  tells  us  that  it  was  rent  in  two  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom ;  Luke,  that  it  was  rent  in  the  midst. 
Having  passed  through  the  door  with  its  five  pillars- 
Christ  glorified— we  may  hardly  know  how  to  understand 
the  "four"  pillars  supporting  the  Veil.     But  from  Heb. 
we  see  that  the  Veil  brings  us  back  to   Christ  on  earth, 
back  to  the  same  truth  as  taught  in  the  Court  gate.     As 
long  as  that  Veil  hung  intact,  it  told  out  that  God  was  not 
fully    manifested.     It  spoke  of  a  work  which  had  to   be 
done,  and  until  that  work  was  done,  God  could  not  fully 
manifest  Himself  as  a  God  of  grace.     As  the  high  priest 
alone  went  in,  and  only  once  in  a  year,   he  emphasised 
that  solemn  truth.     And  so  the  centuries  rolled  on,  and 
the  Temple  took  the  place  of  the  Tabernacle,  but  the  Veil, 
as  in  the  Tabernacle,  was  still  the  division  between  the 
Holy  and  the  Most  Holy  places.     It  says  that  God  had 
not  yet  been  fully  glorified,  and  could  not  manifest  Him 
self.     But  there  came  a  moment,  to  which  the  eternity  of 
the  past  had  looked  forward  and  to  which  the  eternity  of 
the  future  will  look  back,  the  pivot  of  all  earth's  history. 
Outside  Jerusalem,  on  the  centre  one  of  three  crosses,  the 
Soa  of  God  is  nailed — the  One  of  whom  Isaiah  spake, 
the  One  at  whose   birth   in  Bethlehem   the  angels  sang. 
He  was  crucified  at  the  third  hour  (9  a.m.)     For  three 
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hours,  until  the  sixth  (12  noon),  we  have  the  gaping  crowd 
from  the  city  streaming  past  the  Cross,  and  wagging 
their  heads  at  Him  as  He  hung  there.  During  these 
hours,  the  rod  was  in  the  hand  of  man,  and  then  it  was 
he  used  it  upon  that  Holy  Sufferer. 

THE  SIXTH  HOUR. — Six  speaks  of  man's  limit,  and  he 
has  gone  as  far  as  he  could  go,  in  his  cruel  treatment  of 
the  Son  of  God.  Then  begins  His  real  sufferings.  Don't 
think  we  look  lightly  upon  those  hours  of  shame  and  pain, 
which,  to  Him,  would  inflict  keener  suffering,  than  the 
coarser  natures  of  the  thieves  were  capable  of  knowing. 
But  the  sufferings  of  those  three  hours,  from  the  sixth  to 
the  ninth,  must  for  ever  pass  the  comprehension  of  our 
finite  minds.  The  darkness  which  fell  upon  that  scene, 
only  suggested  that  deeper  darkness  into  which  He  had 
entered.  Jehovah  had  laid  upon  Him  our  load  of  sin, 
and  now  hides  His  face  from  Him.  Then  was  wrung 
from  His  heart  the  cry  of  deep  distress,  "  My  God,  My 
God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me." 

THE  NINTH  HOUR. — "  At  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,"  and  then  we  read  that  the  Temple 
Veil  was  rent.  We  have  pointed  out  that  Three  speaks 
of  God  manifested.  Now  Nine,  which  is  three  times 
three,  just  emphasises  that.  So  you  see  how  God  bears 
witness  to  the  blessed  fact,  that  through  the  death  of 
Christ  He  can  now  reveal  Himself. 

Away  far  from  the  clamour  of  that  scene,  in  the  silence 
of  the  sanctuary,  at  that  hour,  as  the  priest  attends  to  his 
office,  he  hears  a  sound  as  if  some  fabric  were  being  torn, 
and  looking  toward  the  Veil,  he  sees  a  great  rent  in  its 
materials.  No  hand  is  visible,  but  beginning  from  the 
top,  and  continuing  right  down,  the  Veil  now  hangs  in 
two  pieces,  "rent  in  the  midst."  Yes,  that  death  on 
Calvary  has  put  sin  away  and  glorified  God.  Now  He 
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will  reveal  Himself  in  grace  to  sinners,  and  as  priests, 
believers  now  no  longer  stand  at  a  distance,  but  find  their 
permanent  and  eternal  place  of  worship  in  the  very  presence 
of  their  Father— God.  No  special  class,  alone  and  apart, 
now  draw  nigh,  while  the  mass  of  the  people  of  God  re 
main  at  a  distance.  Of  all  who  are  saved,  that  word  is 
true,  "Made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ"  (Eph.  ii.  13). 

It  may  be  asked,  "  Were  all  these  things  set  forth  by 
the  different  materials  in  the  Veil,  seen  in  Christ's  humili 
ation  on  the  Cross  ?  "  That  they  will  be  seen  in  the 
beautiful  Curtains,  one  can  more  easily  understand ;  but 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  think  that  in  the  very  darkest  hour  of 
His  humiliation  they  are  to  be  seen  there. 

We  will  take  the  Purple  first.  When  Pilate  had  consented 
to  let  Christ  be  crucified,  fearing  the  consequence  of  the 
threat— "if  thou  let  this  man  go,  thou  art  not  Caesar's 
friend,  whosoever  maketh  himself  a  king  speaketh  against 
Caesar,"— he  felt  he  had  yielded  to  them  more  than  he 
ought  to  have  done.  So  he  had  put  up  over  the  Cross  in 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  "  This  is  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the 
King  of  the  Jews."  When  the  priests  saw  it,  they  went  to 
Pilate  to  have  a  change  made.  Instead  of  it  appearing  as 
an  absolute  statement,  let  it  be  just  a  quotation,  let  it  be 
"He  said,  '  I  am  the  King  of  the  Jews.'"  But  Pilate  is 
in  the  hands  of  God,  and  he  has  put  there  just  what  God 
desired  to  have  written,  and  there  God  will  have  it  stay. 
So  Pilate  answered  them,  "What  I  have  written  I  have 
written,"  and  in  that  hour  of  rejection  and  death,  crowned 
with  thorns,  He  was  King. 

The  Scarlet.— -In  2  Cor.  xiii.  4— here  is  a  word  which 
may  seem  strange  to  some,  "He  was  crucified  through  weak- 
ness."  What  a  word  !  The  mighty  Maker  of  earth  and 
heaven,  the  One  who  upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of 
His  power,  "  crucified  through  weakness."  So  weak  was 
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He  in  their  eyes  that  they  taunt  Him  with  the  words,  "  Let 
Him  save  Himself,"  "  Let  Him  now  come  down  from  the 
Cross."  Sure  they  are  that  He  cannot  do  this.  They 
think  they  have  Him  too  securely  in  their  power  to  escape. 
Ah  !  it  was  then  those  words  expressed  the  feelings  of  His 
soul,  "  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man."  Man  in  his  pride 
tramples  Him,  and  like  the  worm  He  does  not  strike  back. 
They  think  it  is  because  He  cannot.  Yet  at  that  moment 
legions  of  angels  were  ready  to  obey  His  word,  but  that 
word  remained  unspoken.  "There  was  the  hiding  of  His 
power."  "  He  was  crucified  through  weakness."  Here  is 
the  "  Worm-Scarlet." 

The  Fine  Twined  Linen. — We  have  the  true  pure 
humanity  of  Christ  in  this  scene  also,  and  we  would 
emphasize  the  word  "fine."  It  describes  Him  as  it  cannot 
any  other.  Not  even  the  holiest  of  His  servants  would 
claim  that  word.  Notice  how  we  get  it  in  the  hour  of  His 
sore  distress.  Looking  down  from  the  Cross,  He  saw  Mary, 
the  one  through  whom  He  had  come  into  this  world  as  the 
"  Seed  of  the  woman."  Age  is  now  coming  on  her,  and 
He  is  not  unmindful  of  that.  So  turning  His  eyes  toward 
her  He  says,  "Woman,  behold  thy  son,"  and  then  to  John, 
"Behold  thy  mother."  Thus  He  provided  for  her  in  old 
age.  For  John  took  her  to  his  home  from  that  hour.  Once 
he  had  to  remind  her  of  her  proper  place,  in  the  words, 
"  Woman,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Mine  hour  is  not 
yet  come."  That  was  divine  in  its  perfection  then,  as  this 
is  here.  We  bow  our  heads  in  the  presence  of  such  a 
scene.  At  that  moment  what  pain  He  was  undergoing, 
yet  the  claims  of  nature  are  met.  This  surely  marks  Him 
off  as  the  One  of  whom  the  fine  twined  linen  speaks. 

Blue. — If  there  was  one  place  where  we  might  have 
expected  to  see  the  blue  omitted,  surely  it  is  at  the  Cross. 
But  it  is  not,  and  what  is  more,  it  shines  with  a  lustre  which 
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makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  fail  to  see  it.  By  His  side 
hangs  a  convicted  robber.  At  first,  he  is  just  like  the  other 
one;  he  joins  in  taunting  Christ.  As  he  watches  the  Holy 
Sufferer  at  his  side,  a  wonderful  change  takes  place.  He 
sees  that  One  who,  the  object  of  all  man's  scorn  and  hatred, 
suffering  so  meekly,  his  eyes  beaming  with  tenderest  love 
and  pity  for  the  men  who  are  glorying  in  His  sufferings. 
He  learns  that  this  is  no  mere  man,  or  He  would  never 
act  like  that.  And  as  the  other  is  still  going  on  reviling 
Christ,  he  rebukes  him  with  words,  "  Dost  not  thou  fear 
God,  seeing  thou  art  in  the  same  condemnation,  and  we 
indeed  justly,  for  we  receive  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds, 
but  this  Man  hath  done  nothing  amiss."  Then  to  Christ 
he  says,  "  LORD,  remember  me,  when  thou  comest  into  Thy 
kingdom."  What  a  rebuke  to  the  unbelief  of  so  many 
to-day  who  excuse  their  want  of  faith  by  saying  that  they 
do  not  know  what  to  believe  when  so  many  clever  men 
don't  believe  in  Christ,  or  in  the  Word  of  God.  Here  the 
whole  nation  had  branded  Christ  as  an  imposter.  The 
men  who  are  supposed  to  know,  priests  and  scribes,  all  join 
in  treating  Him  as  a  criminal,  and  as  a  criminal  He  is 
dying.  But  this  awakened  sinner's  faith  rises  above  the 
tide  of  unbelief  which  surges  around  that  Cross,  and  its 
manifestation  is  the  use  of  that  word,  "  Lord"  Here  the 
Blue  shines  out.  The  faith  of  that  thief  brings  out  an 
answer  at  once.  The  Lord  replies,  "Verily  I  say  unto 
thee,  to-day  shalt  thou  be  with  Me  in  paradise."  What 
did  that  mean  ?  Just  this,  that  as  God,  to  whom  belong 
the  issues  from  death,  who  alone  can  liberate  the  prisoner 
from  his  bondage,  He  speaks  the  delivering  word,  and  that 
poor  sinner  is  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  death — eternal 
death.  It  means  that  he  is  now  a  trophy  of  saving  grace. 
We  feel  indignant  at  the  wicked  sophistry  that  would  make 
the  Lord  to  say,  "  Verily  to-day  I  am  saying  unto  you,  you 
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will  be  with  Me  in  paradise,"  which  would  mean  that  not 
then,  but  in  a  future  age,  the  dying  thief  would  only  then  be 
with  Christ  in  paradise.  No,  not  at  all !  what  Christ  did 
say  and  mean  was,  that  that  very  day,  while  the  dead  body 
of  the  thief  would  be  thrown  into  Hinnom's  vale,  and  the 
holy  body  of  our  blessed  Lord  would  be  lying  in  Joseph's 
new  rock-hewn  sepulchre,  his  soul,  with  that  of  his  Saviour^ 
would  be  in  paradise. 

What  an  earnest  of  victory,  won  by  weakness  and  defeat, 
we  see  in  the  salvation  of  that  malefactor !  Yes,  the  blue 
shines  out  on  the  Cross,  in  spite  of  all  its  suffering  and 
darkness.  Thus,  all  that  the  Veil  proclaimed  beforehand,, 
we  trace  with  wonder  and  adoration  in  Him  there. 

Now,  a  word  about  the  beautiful  inner  set  of  Curtains. 
The  materials  and  colours  of  these  and  the  Gate,  Door,  etc., 
are  mentioned  a  great  number  of  times  in  Exodus,  perhaps 
twenty-three  times.  Each  time,  with  just  three  exceptions, 
the  blue  comes  first.  Those  three  exceptions  are  chapters 
xxvi.  i,  xxxvi.  8,  and  xxxix.  29.  Once  in  the  Girdle  of  the 
high  priest,  the  other  twice  in  the  Curtains. 

If  God  departs  from  the  usual  order  observed  in  speaking 
of  these  materials,  is  there  not  some  very  special  reason 
for  doing  so  ?  We  believe  there  is.  Let  me  put  it  this  way. 
Each  time  the  Veil  is  mentioned,  blue  comes  first.  Each 
time  the  Curtains  are  mentioned,  fine  twined  linen  comes 
first.  The  word  which  is  put  first  is  the  one  on  which,  as  it 
were,  we  should  lay  the  emphasis.  So  as  I  look  at  the  Veil, 
it  tells  me  of  Christ  down  here  upon  the  earth ;  and  as  I  see 
the  blue,  the  colour  that  speaks  of  His  Deity,  I  am  surely 
reminded  of  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  "Great  is  the  mystery  of 
godliness,  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh."  "God  with 
us."  What  amazing  condescending  grace,  that  He  should 
stoop  and  be  "found  in  fashion  as  a  Man."  This  is  the 
blue. 
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The  Curtains  speak  to  us  of  Christ  in  resurrection, 
Christ  glorified.  We  have  noticed  before  how  they  present 
Him  thus.  Yet  another  reason  for  so  looking  at  them  isT 
on  going  into  the  Holy  Place,  all  of  these  Curtams^were 
visible,  *md  formed  what  we  may  call  the  ceiling.  The 
thought  is  suggestive.  Looking  up,  we  see  Christ  now  on 
high,  exalted  by  the  right  hand  of  God.  Then  the  wings 
•of  the  Cherub,  rent  in  the  Veil,  are  here  outstretched  over 
us  as  if  for  protection.  And  thus  He  who  was  once  on  the 
Cross,  and  like  the  mother  bird  there  bore  the  storm  to 
shelter  us  from  wrath,  now  in  glory  guards  us  by; His  power. 
But — and  I  wish  you  to  mark  it  well — in  the  Curtains  we  get 
the  linen  always  put  first.  The  linen  proclaims  His  holy 
Manhood,  Christ  as  Man  on  the  throne  of  God,  that  is 
•what  the  Holy  Spirit  would  fill  our  eyes  with.  That  as  God 
He  should  be  down  here  with  men,  and  as  Man  up  there 
with  God,  is  enough  to  fill  our  hearts  to  overflowing  with 
.gratitude  andjpraise.  But  less  would  not  have  met  our 
need,  as  less  would  not  have  been  like  Him. 


THE  GOLDEN  LFlMPSTfiMD. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  CHURCH  IN  LIFE  AND  TESTIMONY. 

(Exodus  xxv.  31-40). 

"THERE  is  a  wonderful  wealth  of  teaching  in  the  Lamp- 
stand  (as  it  should  be  translated,  not  Candlestick]. 
It  brings  before  us — ist,  the  Holy  Spirit;  2nd,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  3rd,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His  people 
in  union  with  Him ;  4th,  the  Church  as  God's  witness 
during  Christ's  absence,  tended  and  cared  for  by  Him,  as 
Aaron  cared  for  the  seven  lamps  of  the  Lampstand. 

The  Lampstand  was  a  very  ornate  piece  of  work.  Out 
of  one  solid  lump  of  gold  weighing  one  hundred  and  four 
teen  pounds,  worth  about  $29,085,  or  six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  was  hammered  the  shaft 
and  its  six  branches  with  all  their  beautiful  ornamentation. 
"  One  beaten  work  of  pure  gold." 

THE  LAMPS. 

We  must  carefully  distinguish  these  from  the  stand 
which  supported  them.  The  only  light  of  the  Holy  Place 
was  that  which  these  lamps  gave.  By  that  light  the  Priests 
were  able  to  wait  upon  their  office,  serve  at  the  Golden 
Altar,  and  partake  of  the  Shewbread  from  the  Table.  And 
so  only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  open  up  to  the  heart  of  the 
believer  the  truth  of  God,  and  lead  him  into  its  blessed 
holy  teachings.  He  only  can  lead  the  heart  of  the  believer 
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out  in  praise  and  worship,  as  he  draws  nigh  as  a  believer- 
priest.  We  read,  too,  in  i  Cor.  ii.  14,  "  But  the  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they 
are  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them, 
because  they  are  spiritually  discerned."  He  may  be  an 
educated  man  of  great  mental  ability,  but  if  he  is  only  a 
"natural  man"  (one  who  has  never  been  born  again),  he 
is  no  more  fit  to  understand  or  expound  the  Word  of  God 
than  a  blind  man  would  be  to  give  a  lecture  upon  colours. 
A  Christian  who  held  a  very  responsible  position  under 
the  New  Zealand  Government  was  making  a  trip  upon  a 
large  ocean  liner.  He  had  been  seeking  to  testify  for 
Christ  on  the  ship,  and  some  young  men  desired  to  dispute 
with  him  on  some  of  the  truths  he  held.  He  said,  "  all 
right,  but  just  on  one  condition,  and  that  condition  is,  that 
the  whole  discussion  shall  be  in  Japanese."  "  But  we  do 
not  understand  Japanese."  "  That  is  a  pity,  for  that  is 
the  only  language  we  can  discuss  the  subject  in,"  said  the 
government  official.  "  Oh  !  "  said  the  disputants.  Then 
when  he  had  made  them  to  feel  their  inefficiency,  he 
applied  the  illustration  by  showing  them  that  the  truths 
they  wished  to  discuss,  can  only  be  understood  by  one 
in  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells.  They  had  no  competence 
apart  from  receiving  the  Spirit,  for  the  understanding  of 
those  things. 

THE  LAMPSTAND. 

The  Lampstand  represents  Christ,  whose  divine  glory  it 
sets  forth.  In  Rev.  iv.  5,  we  read,  "There  were  seven  lamps 
of  fire  burning  before  the  throne,  which  are  the  seven 
Spirts  of  God.  In  chapter  v.  6,  "  A  Lamb  as  it  had  been 
slain,  having  seven  eyes."  We  are  not  to  think  of  Christ  as 
literally  described  here.  The  language  is  symbolic.  He 
is  the  One  who  has  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  His  fulness  and 
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power,  "  seven "  being  the  number  of  completeness  or 
perfection.  Here  we  see  Him  as  the  Omnipotent  and 
Omniscient  One.  Again  in  chapter  iii.  i,  He  is  presented 
as  the  One  who  has  the  "  seven  Spirits  of  God."  We  do 
not  think  here  of  seven  personal  spirits,  but  the  one  Holy 
Spirit  in  all  His  plentitude.  We  have  a  very  plain 
illustration  of  Christ  in  the  character  we  are  now  consider 
ing  Him  in  Isa.  xi.  2.  There  we  read,  "The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  Him,  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  and 
Understanding,  the  Spirit  of  Counsel  and  Might,  the  Spirit 
of  Knowledge  and  of  the  Fear  of  the  Lord."  You  will 
notice  there  are  seven  mentions  of  the  Spirit  in  this 
passage.  Also  that  the  first  one  stands  by  itself,  then  the 
other  six  are  in  three  pairs.  The  first  reminds  us  of  the 
central  shaft  of  this  lampstand,  and  the  three  pairs,  of  the 
six  branches  which  came  in  three  pairs  out  of  the  sides 
of  the  Lampstand. 

You  may  have  been  struck  with  what  seems  somewhat 
peculiar.  I  refer  to  the  way  verse  37  reads,  "They  shall 
light  the  lamps  thereof,  that  they  may  give  light  over 
against  it."  We  think  of  a  lamp  as  especially  used  for 
lighting  up  a  house.  Here  it  would  seem  as  if  it  were  to 
show  the  Lampstand  itself,  that  these  lamps  are  lighted. 
And  this  is  God's  design  in  thus  wording  the  verse.  When 
Christ  was  down  here,  He  honoured  the  Spirit.  All  the 
miracles  He  performed,  all  the  words  He  spake,  were  by 
that  blessed  Spirit  who  abode  in  Him  in  ungrieved  and 
unhindred  power.  Now  exalted  to  the  Father's  right  hand, 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  to  earth  on  a  very  special  mission. 
It  is  given  us  by  Christ  in  these  great  words  which  we  get 
in  John  xvi.  14,  "  He  shall  glorify  Me."  All  ministry  that 
is  of  the  Spirit  of  God  will  ever  do  this.  When  the  one 
who  is  ministering  attracts  to  himself,  there  is  something 
wrong. 
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THE  LAMPSTAND  AND  ITS  BRANCHES. 

Here  we  have  Christ  in  union  with  His  people.  As  we 
read  those  words,  "  His  branches,"  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
central  shaft  were  the  lampstand,  and  the  branches  had 
come  out  from  it.  And  we  are  reminded  of  the  words  of 
John  xv.,  "  I  am  the  Vine,  ye  are  the  branches."  Union 
with  Christ  could  only  be  through  death  and  resurrection. 
In  John  xii.  24  we  read,  "  Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into 
the  ground  and  die  it  abideth  alone."  And  wherever  we 
get  this  wondrous  union  brought  before  us,  we  may  look 
also  for  that  which  shadows  forth  how  it  could  be 
accomplished. 

How  was  this  Lampstand  made  ?  It  would  have  been 
comparatively  easy  to  have  cast  it.  But  God  has  told  us 
definitely  how  it  was  to  be  made.  It  must  be  hammered 
out,  "  One  beaten  work."  As  we  see  the  workmen  bruise 
the  precious  metal,  our  thoughts  turn  to  that  Scripture  in 
Isa.  liii.  5,  where  we  read  of  Christ  that  "  He  was  bruised 
for  our  iniquities."  Only  by  this  bruising  could  the 
branches  of  the  Lampstand  be  brought  into  existence  ;  and 
only  by  the  Divine  Son  of  God  being  bruised  under  the 
hand  of  God  in  judgment,  could  we  ever  be  one  with 
Christ. 

But  it  is  in  Resurrection  that  His  people  are  linked  to 
Christ.  Is  there,  then,  anything  in  the  Lampstand  that 
will  set  forth  that  ?  Yes  !  we  believe  there  is.  It  was  to 
be  ornamented  with  fruit  blossoms.  Now  what  shall  the 
tree  and  the  fruit  be  that  God  will  select.  He  had  a  wide 
field  from  which  to  choose,  and  we  find  he  chose  the 
almond  tree.  The  Hebrew  word  for  almond,  means  "  to 
hasten."  The  almond  tree  is  covered  with  blossoms  before 
it  shows  leaves,  and  while  other  trees  are  still  bare  and 
dead  looking.  In  Jer.  i.  n,  God  asks  the  prophet  what 
he  sees.  He  replied,  "  a  rod  of  an  almond  tree."  And 
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God  says,  "  thou  has  well  seen,  for  I  will  hasten  My  Word 
to  perform  it."  But  perhaps  the  chief  passage  which  will 
decide  the  meaning  of  the  almond  as  a  picture  of  resurrec 
tion,  beyond  any  doubt,  is  Num.  xvii.  There,  we  get  the 
account  of  Aaron's  rod.  It,  with  the  other  eleven,  was  laid 
up  before  the  Lord  all  night.  In  the  morning  it  had 
"  brought  forth  buds,  bloomed  blossoms,  and  yielded 
almonds."  Like  that  rod,  Christ  was  the  Living  One- 
Cut  down  in  death,  He  lay  in  Joseph's  new  tomb,  but  He 
has  risen  to  be  "the  first-fruits  of  them  that  are  asleep"  (i 
Cor.  xv.  20,  R.v.)  Like  that  rod,  He  has  borne  fruit  which 
we  are  now  in  the  enjoyment  of.  The  "  blossoms  "  may 
remind  us  of  fruit  soon  to  be  ours  at  His  coming,  while 
the  "  buds  "  may  surely  speak  of  blessing  more  remote,  yet 
not  less  certain,  for  Israel  and  the  nations. 

It  must  have  been  a  work  of  considerable  difficulty  to 
beat  out  such  a  large  vessel  with  its  spreading  branches  so 
highly  ornamented.  Why  not  make  the  stem  and  branches 
separately?  It  would  be  so  much  easier  to  manipulate. 
Then  these  branches  could  be  brazed  to  the  stem.  But 
this  would  not  do.  It  would  not  thus  be  a  true  type  of  the 
union  that  exists  between  Christ  and  His  saints— which  is 
vital,  not  artificial.  It  is  most  important  then  that  it  be 
made  in  God's  way,  no  matter  how  difficult.  So  out  of 
one  piece  of  gold  the  entire  Lampstand  is  hammered, 
"  One  beaten  work  of  pure  gold." 

Well  may  those  words  of  Heb.  ii.  1 1  come  to  our  mind 
as  we  look  at  the  process  of  forming  this  Lampstand,  "  For 
both  He  that  sanctifieth  and  they  who  are  sanctified  are 
all  of  (out  of)  one."  So  close  is  the  union,  that  when 
Paul  (as  Saul  the  persecutor)  was  making  havoc  of  the 
Church,  the  Lord  Jesus  could  say  to  him,  "  Saul,  Saul, 
why  persecutest  thou  ME."  Though  glorified  at  the  Father's 
right  hand,  yet  such  was  the  intimate  relation  that  His 
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people  sustained  to  Him,  that  if  they  suffered,  He  suffered. 
What  comfort  this  gives  to  the  tempted  and  tried  child  of 
God  now,  for  that  word  to  Saul  expresses  how  the  living 
Lord  in  Heaven  feels  toward  His  members  still. 

The  Lampstand  is  also  a  figure  of  the  Church.  When, 
as  in  our  picture,  we  see  Aaron  ministering  to  the  Lamp- 
stand,  then  he  is  a  picture  of  Christ,  and  it  is  a  picture  of 
the  Church.  In  Rev.  i.  we  see  stven  Golden  Lampstands 
which  represent  the  seven  churches,  or  assemblies  in  Asia. 
They  are  seen  separate  Lampstands,  not  as  we  see  here  in 
the  Holy  Place,  one  Lampstand  with  seven  branches.  For 
in  Rev.  it  is  the  Church  in  responsibility  on  the  earth  that 
is  brought  before  us.  So  each  assembly  is  dealt  with  on 
its  own  merits,  and  its  lampstand  maintained  or  removed, 
just  as  He  who  alone  has  the  right  to  do  so,  may  see  fit. 
He  is  seen,  like  Aaron  tending  the  lamps,  walking  in  the 
midst  of  the  churches  judging  their  state,  and  dealing  with 
them  accordingly. 

TRIMMING  THE  LAMPS. 

In  Lev.  xxiv.  3,  we  find  these  words,  "  Without  the  veil 
of  the  testimony,  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation, 
.shall  Aaron  order  it  from  the  evening  unto  the  morning 
before  the  Lord  continually."  How  very  suggestive  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  time  is  reckoned,  "  From  the  evening 
unto  the  morning."  So  during  the  long  dark  night  of  His 
absence,  it  is  ours  to  shine  for  Him  until  the  morning 
dawns. 

There  were  two  things  Aaron  did  for  the  Lamps.  He 
trimmed  the  wicks  with  the  Golden  Snuffers,  and  he  poured 
in  oil  to  keep  them  burning.  In  Rev.  ii.  and  Hi.,  Christ  is 
seen  using  the  Golden  Snuffers  to  remove  what,  in  His 
Churches,  answers  to  the  dead  wick  of  the  sanctuary  lamp, 
which,  if  permitted  to  remain,  would  like  the  char  on  the 
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wick,  only  dim  the  light  and  cause  an  ill  savour.  And 
having  thus  dealt  with  what  was  contrary  to  His  blessed 
mind,  He  pours  in  the  oil,  ministers  His  Word  in  the 
grace  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  only  that  the  light 
might  burn  more  brightly,  but  also  that  the  joy  of  His 
people  may  abound.  It  is  thus  that  all  down  the  age, 
Aaron  like,  He  has  kept  the  testimony  alive,  and  whether 
as  in  individuals  or  as  assemblies,  it  is  ever  the  same. 

Looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  Church,  at  times 
when  it  seemed  as  if  the  light  were  about  to  go  out,  if  it 
had  not  already  gone  out,  we  see  Him,  true  to  His  office. 
He  comes  in  and  blesses  and  revives  His  people.  Take 
as  an  example  the  gracious  work  of  the  i6th  century.  Was 
ever  the  light  so  dim  as  then  ?  But  He  uses  the  Golden 
Snuffers.  He  removes  that  which  had  well-nigh  extin 
guished  the  light — the  fables  and  dogmas  of  Rome,  and 
He  pours  in  the  oil  of  His  Spirit  and  His  Truth.  A  fresh 
lighting  up  of  "justification  by  faith  "  was  what  caused  the 
light  to  shine  forth  as  it  did  then,  to  the  deliverance  of 
multitudes  of  precious  souls.  Then  again  at  the  beginning  of 
the  i  Qth  century,  when  the  Church  had  sunk  down  to  a  very 
low  level  and  her  light  was  burning  very  dimly,  He  caused 
deep  exercise  among  some  of  His  people  which  led  to  such 
a  clearing  of  themselves  from  worldly  associations  in  which 
they  had  been  hid,  and  in  gathering  together  as  simple 
companies  of  believers  to  carry  out  His  own  Word  in  His 
own  way,  free  to  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  a 
humanly  invented  priesthood  or  a  humanly  devised  ministry 
and  order,  to  hamper  and  hinder  the  Spirit's  leading.  It 
was  then  that  the  grand  and  blessed  truth  of  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  to  the  air  for  His  people,  was  restored,  and 
how  brightly  the  light  burned  up  then.  To  read  of  those 
days  is  to  feel  yourself  transported  back  to  the  second  of 
Acts  in  a  great  measure.  Such  was  the  power  of  the 
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gospel  testimony,  and  the"unworldliness  of  believers'  lives  ! 
But  alas,  that  condition  did  not  long  continue.  We  need 
no  more  expect  it  to  continue  than  we  may  expect  that  of 
the  Second  of  Acts  to  continue.  For  everything  committed 
to  man  has  been  a  failure.  But  our  hope  is  in  Christ,  He 
never  fails,  and  so  right  on  until  "  the  morning''1  dawns,  we 
will  look  for  and  count  on  those  gracious  ministries  of  His, 
so  needed  to  keep  the  light  from  going  out.  Nor  shall  we 
look  in  vain.  We  believe  His  word  to  the  assembly  in 
Philadelphia  gives  us  the  assurance  that  until  the  morning 
of  His  return,  He  will  see  to  it  that  assembly  testimony, 
however  weak,  shall  not  become  wholly  extinguished. 

We  do  not  read  of  any  "  extinguishers "  among  the 
instruments  that  Aaron  used  in  his  ministry  towards  these 
lamps.  "Snuffers"  there  was,  and  they  were  golden — 
something  we  ever  should  remember — but  no  extinguishers. 
When  we  feel  the  Snuffers  at  work,  may  we  ever  welcome 
it.  They  must  do  their  work  before  the  oil  can  be  poured 
in.  Just  as  in  Eph.  v.  25-29,  "  sanctify  and  cleanse  "  comes 
before  "  nourisheth  and  cherisheth."  This  will  ever  be 
His  way. 

THREE  PAIRS  OF  BRANCHES. 

As  the  Lampstand  is  a  picture  of  the  Church,  especially 
in  testimony  for  Christ,  we  think  it  is  very  suggestive  that 
the  branches  should  be  in  twos.  In  Eph.  iv.  n,  where 
we  have  Christ  giving  gifts  which  are  to  continue  until  the 
completion  of  the  Church  (not  like  some  of  the  gifts 
mentioned  in  Cor.  xiv.,  gifts  which  were  not  to  remain), 
we  have  pairs — "Apostles  and  Prophets."  They  have 
done  their  work  and  are  only  in  the  foundation  (chapter 
ii.  20).  We  have  no  living  apostles  or  prophets  now 
(except  false  ones)  for  however  important  the  foundation 
is,  it  is  not  carried  right  up  the  walls.  But  the  gifts  which 
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remain  are  "  Evangelists,   Pastors,    and  Teachers" — just 
three.     That  the  branches  come  out  of  the  sides  of  the 
Lampstand  in  twos  may  speak  of  fellowship  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.       Fellowship  !    what   does  that  mean  ?      The 
Apostle  Paul,  writing  to  the  Philippians,  knew  by  sweet 
experience  what  it  meant.      He  could  thank  God  for  their 
"  fellowship  in  the  Gospel "  from  their  beginning  as  an 
assembly,  right  on  to  the  time  he  wrote  the   Epistle  to 
them.     He  says  in  chapter  i.    7,    "Ye  are   all  partakers 
(partners)  of  My  grace."     He  was,  as  we  say,  "  down  in 
the  well,  and  they  were  holding  the  rope."    He  was  out  on 
the  battle  field,  and  they  were  providing  the  "  sinews  of 
war."     How  good  when  the  assembly  realises  that  whether 
he  is  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  lost,  or  seeking  to  bring 
the  emancipating  truths  of  God's  Word  before  believers, 
the  servant  of  Christ  and  the  assembly  are  linked  together. 
But  one  fears  this  will  never  be  fully  apprehended  by  the 
majority  of  the  Lord's  people.    We  would  say  to  those  who 
serve  the  Lord  in  local  assemblies,  while  they  do  not  give 
themselves  wholly  to  this  work,  but  work  with  their  hands 
for  their  support:  Seek  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  constantly. 
Gather  the  sheep  together,  and  teach  them  the  truth  of 
God.     And  all  such  deserve,  and  should  receive  the  hearty 
fellowship  in  prayer  and  encouragement  of  their  fellow- 
saints.     And  in  every  godly  assembly  which  is  seeking  to 
fulfil  its  responsibility  as  a  lampstand  for  God,  it  will  surely 
be  given.     One  feels  that  there  are  some  assemblies  who 
do  not  realise  why  they  were  ever  gathered  in  assembly 
capacity  at  all.     There  are  some,  concerning  whom  it  may 
be  said,  that  the  world  would  not  lose  much  light  if  their 
lampstand  were  removed.      There  is  surely   much  cause 
for  deep  exercise  of  heart  about  such  conditions  altogether. 
The  Lord  give  it. 


THE  GOLDEM  TfiBLE  FiND  THE 
SHEWBREfiD. 

THE  BELIEVER  IN  COMMUNION  WITH  GOD. 

(Exodus  xxv.  23-30.     Lev.  xxiv.  5.9). 

PHE  Table  and  its  Loaves  bring  up  some  very  precious 
thoughts,  which  must  ever  cluster  around  it.  It  takes 
us  far  beyond  mere  provision  for  our  need,  though  there 
is  that  in  it.  The  Psalmist  could  speak  of  God  preparing 
a  table  for  him  in  the  presence  of  his  enemies.  The 
prodigal,  on  his  return  from  the  far  off  country,  found  a 
well-loaded  table.  And  in  the  type  we  have  here,  it  is 
very  precious  to  consider,  all  the  work  of  Christ  which  has 
been  set  before  us  on  past  evenings  as  leading  up  to,  and 
into  a  place  in  which  we  find  a  table.  Yet  the  thought 
here  is  not  so  much  that  our  need  has  been  provided  for, 
as  that  grace  has  lifted  us  into  a  place  of  wondrous 
privilege.  In  the  Table  in  the  Holy  Place  we  have  the 
saints  in  fellowship  with  God,  as  sinners  saved  by  His 
grace.  The  thought  would  be  enough,  did  we  fully 
apprehend  it,  to  fill  our  hearts  with  continual  praise.  Well 
might  we  ask,  "  How  can  it  be  ?  "  The  Table  here  supplies 
the  answer.  It  is  Christ  before  God  sustaining  His  people 
in  the  enjoyment  of  this  unspeakable  privilege. 

The  Table  was  made  of  acacia  wood  overlaid  with  gold. 
It  was  two  and  a  half  cubits  in  length,  one  and  a  half 
cubits  high,  and  one  cubit  broad.  It  had  a  crown  of  gold 
round  about  it.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was  a  border  of 
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an  hand-breadth  round  about,  which  also  had  a  crown. 
Two  rings  of  gold  were  on  each  side,  into  which  the  staves 
were  inserted,  to  carry  it. 

The  acacia  wood  is  the  witness  to  us  that  He  who  as 
Man  bled  on  the  Cross,  is  now  as  Man  in  the  presence  of 
God ;  and  the  gold  tells  us  that  He  is  now  glorified.  The 
crown  also  emphasizes  that  thought.  Again,  the  hand- 
breadth  border  has  its  crown  also.  We  think  of  the  hands 
once  pierced  upon  the  tree,  now  upon  the  throne  and  soon 
to  sway  the  sceptre  of  earth's  sovereignly. 

We  cannot  well  speak  of  a  table  apart  from  the  food 
which  is  upon  it.  So  as  we  speak  of  the  Shewbread,  we 
will  still  be  dealing  with  the  Table. 

Speaking  of  the  Loaves  of  Shewbread,  I  would  first 
speak  of  the  other  places  where  loaves  are  mentioned,  and 
this,  because  there  is  a  very  close  connection  as  to  the 
truth  taught  So  we  shall  speak  of  One  Loaf,  Two  Loaves, 
and  Twelve  Loaves.  First,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  loaves 
in  their  primary  application  set  forth  Christ.  For  seven 
days  they  were  before  God  emitting  a  gracious  odour  of 
frankincense.  Then  on  a  Sabbath  day  they  were  removed, 
fresh  loaves  were  put  there,  and  the  priests  fed  upon  those 
they  had  removed.  These  loaves  on  the  table  for  seven 
clays  tell  us  of  the  infinite  delight  which  God  had  in  a  past 
eternity  in  His  Son.  But  just  as  He  will  share  with  those 
priests  that  bread,  so  will  He  share  with  man  that  One  who 
ever  gave  His  heart  such  unbounded  joy. 

We  may  here,  and  in  this  connection,  read  a  portion  of 
i  John  i.  1-4,  "  That  which  was  from  the  beginning,  which 
we  have  heard,  which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  which 
we  have  looked  upon  and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the 
Word  of  life.  For  the  life  was  manifested,  and  we  have 
seen  it,  and  bear  witness,  and  shew  unto  you  that  eternal 
life,  which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was  manifested  unto 
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us.  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto 
you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us :  and  truly 
our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  And  these  things  write  we  unto  you,  that  your  joy 
may  be  full."  Do  we  need  to  say  aught  about  this  passage? 
Here  we  have  Christ  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  in  the 
eternal  past.  Who  can  tell  the  deep  joy  that  the  heart  of 
the  Father  had  in  that  Son  ?  But  others  must  share  in 
that  joy,  hence  all  the  story  of  love — the  Father  giving  up 
His  Son,  the  Son  stooping  to  become  a  Man. 

As  we  think  of  these  loaves,  they  bring  before  us  the  way 
in  which  Christ  met  the  deep  need  of  our  souls.  Each 
loaf  told  out  the  sufferings  which  He  must  endure,  ere  a 
sinner  could  feed  upon  Him  as  the  "Bread  of  Life."  First, 
there  must  be  the  death  of  the  wheat.  So  we  read  in  John 
xii.  24,  "  Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground  and 
die,  it  abideth  alone."  Second,  the  wheat  must  be  ground 
between  the  upper  and  nether  mill-stones.  Isa.  xxviii.  28, 
"  Bread  corn  is  bruised."  How  that  recalls  the  bruising 
of  chapter  liii.  5.  Then  there  is  another  thing.  The  loaf 
must  feel  the  fire,  it  must  go  to  the  oven.  Lam.  i.  13  says, 
"  From  above  He  hath  sent  fire  into  my  bones,  and  it 
prevaileth  against  them."  Oh,  that  as  we  look  upon  any 
ioaf,  it  may  keep  before  our  hearts  the  Cross  of  Christ. 
And  to  those  who  as  yet  have  never  trusted  in  Christ  for 
peace  and  pardon,  we  would  say,  that  just  as  to  satisfy  the 
hunger  of  the  body  you  appropriate  the  bread  upon  the 
table,  and  you  never  expect  to  feel  satisfied  until  you  have 
done  so,  so  believing  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  just  like 
making  the  food  your  own  which  is  set  before  you.  And 
you  cannot  feel  as  a  saved  one  feels  until  you  have  done  so. 
"  He  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger."  "  Cometh  " 
is  just  another  way  of  saying  "  Believeth,"  and,  thank  God, 
the  very  moment  the  sinner  believes,  that  moment  the 
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soul-hunger  pangs  are  assuaged.  But  the  sinner  who  never 
comes  to  Christ  will  carry  those  hunger  pangs  with  him 
into  a  lost  eternity,  and  no  opiate  of  Satan's  then  will  ever 
dull  their  terrible  sharpness,  and  no  Christ,  as  given  by 
God  to  save  and  satisfy,  will  ever  remove  them.  Through 
out  eternity  it  will  be  "Ever  hunger,"  not  "  Never  hunger." 

The  Twelve  Loaves  as  a  picture  of  Israel.  These  Loaves 
as  they  sat  on  the  Golden  Table  spoke  of  that  people  whose 
names  were  graven  upon  the  Breast-plate  of  Judgment, 
and  also  upon  the  Shoulder-pieces  of  the  Ephod  (Ex.  xxix.) 
Upon  the  heart,  on  the  shoulders,  or  as  here  presented  to 
God  upon  the  Table,  we  have  brought  before  us  that  people 
of  whom  we  read  in  Ex.  xix.  4,  "I  bare  you  on  eagles' 
wings,  and  brought  you  unto  Myself." 

We  think  here  of  Israel  as  God  speaks  of  them  in  Jer. 
ii.  2-3,  in  their  first  love,  following  the  Cloud,  separated 
to  God  from  the  nations.  Within  the  Tabernacle  the 
Twelve  Loaves,  all  together  on  the  Table,  had  what 
corresponded  to  them,  outside,  in  the  twelve  tribes  in  their 
unbroken  unity.  But  dark  days  befell  Israel,  sin  marred 
that  unity,  ten  tribes  separate  from  the  other  two  and  set 
up  a  kingdom  on  their  own  account,  and  one  who  is  not 
of  the  line  of  David  is  made  their  king.  No  longer  are 
they  as  a  whole  found  gathering  together  in  the  place  where 
God  had  chosen  to  put  His  Name.  Does  God  tell  the 
priest  to  take  away  ten  of  the  loaves  ?  No !  Just  as  before 
the  rupture  of  the  tribes,  the  twelve  are  still  placed  upon 
the  Golden  Table.  But  darker  days  than  these  come  upon 
them.  Only  a  feeble  remnant  of  the  two  tribes  are  now 
found  assembling  at  Jerusalem.  Still  the  Twelve  Loaves 
are  put  on  the  Table  before  God,  just  as  when  Israel  was 
a  happy  united  people.  Suppose  we  could  have  questioned 
the  priest,  and  he  had  read  the  meaning  of  those  loaves. 
In  answer  to  our  query  as  to  why  he  continued  to  put  the 
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loaves  there,  since  they  no  longer  agreed  with  the  actual 
state  of  Israel,  he  could  have  said,  "'Tis  true  they  do  not 
now  speak  of  a  unity  that  is  visible,  but  they  proclaim  one 
yet  to  exist  under  the  Messiah."  Such  must  have  been  the 
reason  Paul  could  speak  as  he  did  to  Agrippa  in  Acts  xxvi. 
7,  "Our  twelve  tribes  instantly  serving  God  day  and 
night."  Agrippa  might  have  said  to  Paul,  "  Where  are 
your  twelve  tribes?"  Agrippa  could  not  see  them,  but 
Paul  was  able  to  look  up  to  a  glorified  Christ  upon  the 
throne  of  God,  and  in  His  exaltation,  read  the  pledge  of 
Israel's  preservation,  restoration,  and  future  unity. 

It  seems  strange  that  in  spite  of  the  most  explicit  state 
ments  of  prophecy,  so  many  Christians,  and  the  religious 
world  generally,  refuse  to  believe  that  God  is  going  to 
restore  Israel  as  a  nation.  And  then  those  promises  of 
future  blessing  for  that  people  are  applied  to  the  Church — 
robbing  Israel  without  enriching  us.  It  is  without  doubt 
a  stupendous  miracle,  the  finding  and  restoring  to  their 
own  land  of  these  ten  tribes  sent  forth  out  of  their  country 
twenty-six  centuries  ago.  Only  God  is  able  to  do  this, 
"  He  is  able."  For  eighteen  centuries  He  has  preserved 
the  two  tribes  as  separate  and  distinct  from  the  nations 
among  whom  they  have  been  wanderers,  as  the  day  they 
were  cast  out  of  the  land.  And  that,  too,  without  anything 
which  man  considers  imperatively  necessary  to  bind  this 
people  together  as  a  nation.  Nothing  but  the  literal  restor 
ation  of  the  twelve  tribes  to  Palestine  can  satisfy  the 
predictions  of  the  Word  of  God.  In  Rom.  xv.  8  we  read 
that  "  Jesus  Christ  was  made  a  minister  of  the  circumcision 
for  the  truth  of  God  to  confirm  the  promises  made  unto 
the  fathers."  To  "confirm,"  not  to  annul  the  promises. 

As  we  see  that  golden  border  of  an  handbreadth  with 
its  golden  crown  binding  those  loaves  together,  our 
thoughts  travel  on  to  the  time  when  the  hands  once  nailed 
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to  the  tree,  shall  hold  the  sceptre  and  rule  as  King.  Then 
the  words  of  Eze.  xxxvii.  22  will  be  fulfilled,  "And  I  will 
make  them  one  nation  in  the  land  upon  the  mountains  of 
Israel ;  and  one  King  shall  be  King  to  them  all :  and  they 
shall  be  no  more  two  nations,  neither  shall  they  be  divided 
into  two  kingdoms  any  more  at  all." 

In  making  an  application  of  the  twelve  loaves  to  the 
Church,  which  we  believe  we  are  justified  in  doing,  I 
would  like  to  bring  in  other  loaves  named  in  the  Word,, 
which  we  believe  will  help  us.  These  are  found  in  i  Cor. 
x.,  and  in  Lev.  xxiii.  We  might  put  it  this  way :  One 
loaf — Unity ;  or,  the  Church  as  one  with  Christ  in  life. 
Two  loaves — Testimony ;  or,  the  Church  as  God's  witness 
here  on  earth.  Twelve  loaves — Government-,  or,  the 
Church  reigning  in  association  with  Christ. 

One  loaf. — In  i  Cor  xi.,  the  loaf  is  an  emblem  of  the 
body  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  while  in  chapter  x.  it  is  used  to  set 
forth  the  body  of  which  He  is  Head.  Verse  1 7,  "  For 
we  being  many  are  one  bread  (loaf),  and  one  body :  for 
we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one  bread."  We  "  are  many,"" 
just  like  the  wheat  in  the  loaf.  But  just  as  the  wheat  in 
the  loaf  became  merged  in  one  loaf  through  the  baking, 
so  on  the  ground  of  the  Cross  work  of  Christ,  and  by  the 
Spirit  baptism  into  one  body,  all  believers  are  now  one 
body.  In  these  early  days,  the  one  loaf  upon  the  table 
corresponded  with  the  state  of  things  seen  in  the  Church, 
There  were  no  sects  or  parties  ranged  openly  against  each 
other.  No  need  for  asking,  as  is  so  common  now,  "  What 
body  do  you  belong  to  ?  "  The  thought  had  not  entered 
into  the  minds  of  believers  then,  that  there  should  be  more 
than  "one  body"  for  one  Head.  It  is  strange  that  even 
now,  the  thing  should  ever  occur  to  a  true  believer.  But 
just  as  with  Israel,  that  once  manifested  unity  of  early 
days  is  no  longer  to  be  seen,  in  its  place  we  have  well-nigh 
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numberless  sects.     In  many  of  them  are  to  be  found  the 
•members  of  the  "  one  body  "  of  Christ.     So  when  we  are 
gathered  around  our  blessed  Lord,  to  keep  the  remembrance 
feast,  till  He  come,  we  love  to  look  at  the  loaf  and  ponder 
on  its  teaching  on  this  line.     We  may  be  few  in  numbers; 
•others  who,  if  they  were  subject  to  the  Spirit's  leading  would 
be  there,  are  scattered  among  different  sects,  but  the  one 
loaf  still  tells  it  will  not  be  always  so.     Ah !  no,  thank  God, 
the  work  of  Calvary  and  Christ's  prayer  of  John  xvii.,  are 
to  have  their  glorious  answer  in  the  manifested  oneness 
of  the  Church,  and  to  us  that  one  loaf  is  the  pledge  of  this. 
We  think  upon  the  change  of  the  emblem  from  one  loaf 
to  little  dice-like  squares,  which  in  early  years  we  were 
familiar  with,  as  exceedingly  suggestive  of  the  broken  up 
condition  of  that  which  ought  to  be  one.     Men,  instead 
of  feeling  the  shame  of  that  broken  up  condition,  seem 
to  have  accepted  it  as  the  proper  thing. 

Two  Loaves. — In  Lev.,  chapter  xxiii.,  we  get  the  Feast  of 
Pentecost,  when  these  two  loaves  were  offered.  There 
is  only  one  thing  in  all  the  works  of  God  to  which  this 
feast  can  be  applied,  and  that  is  the  Church.  The  Church's 
birthday  was  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  In  verse  17  we  read, 
41  Ye  shall  bring  out  of  your  habitation  two  wave  loaves  of 
two-tenth  deals  :  they  shall  be  of  fine  flour ;  they  shall  be 
baken  with  leaven;  they  are  the  first  fruits  unto  the 
Lord."  Notice,  we  have  two  loaves.  Here  we  see  what 
we  find  in  Eph.  ii.  14-15,  and  iii.  5-6.  Jew  and  Gentile 
in  one  body.  Never  in  the  past,  nor  in  the  millennium, 
•will  Gentiles  be  on  an  equality  with  the  Jew.  No,  only  in 
the  Church  of  God  is  this  picture  realised. 

Then  we  have  a  most  significant  bringing  together  of 
numbers  in  the  words,  "  Two-tenth  deals."  Before,  we 
have  pointed  out  that  "two"  is  the  number  of  testimony, 
and  that  "ten "  is  the  number  of  responsibility.  Just  apply 
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the  thoughts  here  and  I  believe  we  have  read  the  meaning 
correctly.  The  Church  was  responsible  to  be  a  testimony 
for  Christ,  but  alas,  what  a  failure  it  has  been,  and  in  the 
words,  "Baken  with  leaven"  we  see  the  cause  of  that 
failure.  How  soon  the  flesh  made  itself  manifest.  In  Acts 
v.  we  get  Ananias  and  Sapphira  lying  to  God,  and  seeking 
to  maintain  the  reputation  for  a  whole-heartedness  they 
did  not  possess.  "  Murmuring  "  in  chapter  vi.  And  what 
a  sorrowful  picture  we  get  in  the  Corinthian  Church.  We 
see  in  embryo  the  sects  and  parties  of  the  present  day,  with 
what  has  ever  accompanied  such  work,  a  carnal  state 
unfitting  the  soul  for  the  reception  of  the  mind  of  God. 

Twelve  Loaves. — Twelve  is  the  governmental  number. 
It  is  three  times  four.  "Three"  giving  us  the  number  of 
God,  our  triune  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit: 
"  Four,"  the  number  of  the  creature.  It  is  God  governing 
through  His  people.  It  matters  not  whether  we  think  of 
earth  or  heaven,  we  see  this  to  be  His  order.  On  earth, 
it  will  be  through  Israel ;  in  the  higher  sphere,  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  it  will  be  through  the  heavenly  saints 
in  association  with  Christ.  Were  it  not  that  the  Word  of 
God  leaves  us  in  no  doubt  as  to  the  destiny  of  the  Church, 
it  would  be  most  daring  presumption  on  the  part  of  poor 
sinners  to  look  up  to  such  a  future.  But  for  this  very 
future  He  saved  us,  through  His  death  on  the  tree ;  and  to 
keep  us  and  bring  us  safely  into  the  enjoyment  of  all  that 
glory,  He  is  now  on  the  throne.  And  to  us  that  hand- 
breadth  border  with  its  crown  of  gold,  has  its  ministry  of 
encouragement  and  joy  which  is  not  less  sweet  because  of 
its  application  also  to  Israel. 

Thank  God,  in  spite  of  the  failure  of  the  people  of  God, 
and  the  rage  of  Satan,  the  Lord  Jesus  will  yet  have  with 
Him  in  the  glory  the  Church  for  which  He  died.  It  seems 
to  me  it  was  this  thought  that  filled  the  heart  of  Paul  when 
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he  penned  those  words  in  2  Tim.  iv.  18,  "And  the  Lord 
shall  deliver  me  from  every  evil  work,  and  will  preserve  me 
unto  His  heavenly  kingdom  :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever 
and  ever,  Amen."  Things  around  that  dear  man  of  God 
were  depressing  in  the  extreme.  The  enemy  was  active ; 
many  who  should  have  been  quick  to  give  the  word  of  cheer 
had  turned  away  from  him.  He  must  have  felt  he  was  no 
longer  desireable  to  them.  But  in  the  midst  of  it  all  he 
is  able,  if  I  may  put  it  thus,  to  look  up  and  see  Christ 
sustaining  him  before  the  Father  in  all  the  acceptableness- 
of  His  own  blessed  Person  and  work.  So  that  like  the 
loaves,  which  emitted  a  fragrance  in  the  Holy  Place,  he 
gave  joy  to  the  heart  of  God.  And  not  only  that,  he  is 
being  preserved  to  the  "heavenly  kingdom"  His  Master 
had  trod  the  path  before  him,  and  He  is  now  on  the 
Father's  throne,  but  the  time  is  coming  when  He  will  sit  on 
His  own  throne,  and  to  that  time  Paul  looks  on,  knowing 
he  is  in  the  hands  of  a  glorified  Lord. 

We  have  said  that  "twelve"  is  the  governmental  number. 
A  few  uses  of  it  will  make  this  clear.  The  people  through 
whom  God  will  govern  this  world  in  the  coming  day- 
Israel— is  the  "twelve"  tribed  nation.  When  God  would 
set  in  the  Church  competent  authority,  He  gave  "  twelve  " 
apostles. 

In  the  brief  glimpse  we  get  in  Rev.  xxi.  and  xxii.  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  is  called  "  The  Bride  the  Lamb's 
Wife,"  we  get  no  less  than  eight  twelves.  Here  then,  we 
have  the  New  Creation  number,  "  eight,"  joined  with  the 
governmental  number,  "  twelve."  One  of  these  twelves  are 
the  "twelve  gates."  In  the  book  of  Eze.,  chapter  xlviii.,  we 
read  that  the  Jerusalem  in  Palestine,  in  the  millennium,  will 
also  have  twelve  gates.  It  is  to  be  the  lower,  or  earthly  capi 
tal,  but  the  Jerusalem  of  Rev.  xxi.  and  xxii.  is  the  higher, 
or  heavenly  capital.  In  and  through  the  Church,  Christ 
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will  rule  and  bless  creation.  In  the  aspect  of  the  future 
glory  of  the  Church  which  is  presented  in  the  "  city,"  the 
saints  of  past  ages  are  associated  with  her,  as  we  learn  from 
Heb.  xi.  10,  and  xii.  22-24.  But  it  is  especially  the  CHURCH 
which  is  before  us,  the  Church  reigning  with  Christ. 
Babylon  is  called  "That  great  city  which  reigneth  over  the 
kings  of  the  earth  "  (Rev.  xvii.  18).  That  is  Satan's  sham, 
soon  to  end.  The  heavenly  Jerusalem  is  God's  glorious 
reality,  which  will  ever  abide. 


THE  GOLDEN  HLTRR  OF  INCENSE; 
Or,  Christ's  Present  Priestly  Service. 

(Exodus  xxx.,   i-io). 

THE  Golden  Altar  stood  in  the  Holy  Place  before  the 
Veil.  It  was  made  of  acacia  wood,  and  covered 
with  gold.  It  was  i  cubit,  or  i  foot  9  inches  square  ;  and 
2  cubits,  or  3  feet  6  inches  high.  Its  size  was  adapted  to- 
its  work,  as  was  the  Brazen  Altar  in  the  Court.  Here,  it 
is  for  the  offering  of  sweet  incense;  there,  it  was  to  receive 
whole  burnt  offerings. 

As  we  noticed  in  looking  at  the  Laver,  the  Golden 
Altar  is  not  mentioned  until  after  the  consecration  of  the 
priests.  It  brings  before  us  the  present  priestly  work  of 
Christ,  carried  on  in  heaven  on  behalf  of  His  own  people. 
So  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  Brazen  Altar  in  chapter 
xxvii.,  which  gives  us  the  death  of  Christ;  then  the  priests 
in  chapters  xxviii.  and  xxix.,  Christ  in  resurrection ;  and 
now  the  Golden  Altar,  the  intercession  of  Christ,  as  He 
appears  in  the  presence  of  God,  for  us  (Heb.  ix.  24). 

In  the  materials  of  the  Altar,  God  reiterates  once  more 
the  truth  about  the  Person  of  Christ,  in  which  we  cannot 
be  too  firmly  established  in  these  days.  The  gold,  bearing 
witness  that  our  acceptance  rests  upon  no  mere  creature — 
the  gold  proclaims  His  Deity.  The  wood  tells  out  the 
comforting  truth  that  He  who  in  wondrous  grace  became 
Man,  that  He  might  put  sin  away,  is  still  Man,  and  ever 
will  be  through  eternity.  Time  was,  when  the  Deity  of  our 
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blessed  Lord  was  the  thing  attacked,  now  we  find  both  His- 
Deity  and  His  Humanity  assailed.  And  we  fear  the 
religious  world  is  honeycombed  with  errors  as  to  the  Person 
of  Christ  As  Man,  He  bore  the  judgment  of  God  for  us- 
as  Man,  He  now  represents  us  in  heaven ;  and  as  Man  He 
is  coming  to  receive  us  to  Himself,  as  we  read  in  Acts  i. 
n,  "  This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into 
heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him 
go  into  heaven."  To  deny  that  He  is  coming  back  as  a 
Man  as  really  as  when  He  went  away,  is  the  mark  of  a 
deceiver.  "For  many  deceivers  are  entered  into  the  world, 
even  they  that  confess  not  that  Jesus  Christ  cometh  in  the 
flesh.  This  is  the  deceiver  and  the  antichrist "  (2  John  vii.r 
R.V.)  Thank  God,  in  the  Golden  Altar  we  are  reminded 
of  the  precious  truth,  that  Christ  as  Man  is  now  maintaining 
our  cause  in  heaven. 

In  the  Brazen  Altar  we  have  the  wood,  but  sheathed 
with  brass,  representing  Christ  on  earth  able  to  sustain  the 
judgment  of  sin.  Here  it  is  gold— Christ  on  the  Father's 
throne.  On  the  Brazen  Altar  there  is  no  crown,  but  here 
we  have  a  crown  of  gold.  "We  see  Jesus— crowned  with 
glory  and  honour"  (Heb.  ii.  9). 

The  word  "altar"  signifies  "a  place  of  slaughter,"  yet  no 
sacrifices  are  to  be  offered  here.  They  had  been  offered 
on  the  Brazen  Altar  outside,  and  now  from  this  altar  inside 
there  ascends  the  incense,  a  reminder  of  that  sacrifice,  and 
a  witness  to  its  worth. 

We  pointed  out  that  in  chapter  xxvii.  we  get  the  altar 
of  burnt  offering,  and  in  chapters  xxviii.  and  xxix.,  the 
priest.  But  I  want  you  to  notice  that  immediately  before 
the  Golden  Altar,  in  the  closing  verses  of  chapter  xxix.,  we 
read  of  the  Brazen  Altar  again.  There  is  a  reason  for 
this,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  just  this :  God  would  have  us 
associate  the  two  altars  very  closely  in  our  minds.  We  see, 
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as  it  were,  the  work  of  the  one  beginning,  as  soon  as  the 
other  ends.  The  fire  consumes  the  offering  on  the  Brazen 
Altar,  then  causes  the  incense  to  ascend  from  the  Golden 
Altar.  So  from  that  Cross  of  shame  where  Christ  "  offered 
Himself  without  spot  unto  God,"  He  goes  right  up  to 
heaven,  and  there  as  we  sing : — 

"Jesus  fills  all  heaven  with  incense, 
Of  His  sin-atoning  blood." 

That  great  sacrifice,  presented  to  God  nearly  nineteen 
hundred  years  ago,  has  lost  none  of  its  preciousness,  nor 
will  it  lose  aught  of  it  for  ever.  Then  if  you  desire  to  know 
the  measure  of  your  acceptance  with  God,  think  of  the 
value  the  Father  places  upon  the  work  of  the  Son  and  you 
will  then  know  how  you  stand  in  His  sight.  As  the  Father 
thinks  of  that  blessed  One,  so  He  thinks  of  all  who  are  in 
Him.  They  are  "accepted  in  the  Beloved." 

Looking  back  over  the  way  which  we  have  come,  and 
the  truth  brought  before  us  in  these  types,  we  are  struck 
with  this  fact,  that  God  has  been  active,  and  we  have  been 
passive.  In  other  words,  He  has  been  the  Giver,  and  we 
the  receivers.  Now  as  we  stand  by  this  altar,  we  are  to  see 
a  richer  display  of  grace  than  our  poor  hearts  are  ready  to 
respond  to — and  that  is,  the  creature  put  in  the  place  of 
one  who  gives  to  God. 

In  Deut.  xxvi.,  we  see  an  Israelite  going  up  to  the  place 
•where  God  has  chosen  to  put  His  Name.  He  has  in  a 
basket  the  firstfruits  of  his  land.  He  sets  it  down  before 
the  priest  and  the  altar,  and  worships  the  Lord  his  God. 
Then  the  secret  of  his  action  comes  out  as  we  listen  to 
his  touching  confession.  He  goes  over  in  the  presence  of 
God,  what  his  people's  former  state  had  been  in  bondage 
and  affliction.  Then  he  reviews  the  grace  that  delivered 
them  from  Egypt,  brought  them  through  the  wilderness, 
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and  placed  them  in  a  land  that  flowed  with  milk  and  honey. 
And  now  in  grateful  worship,  he  has  brought  of  that  which 
God  has  given  him.  It  is  easy  to  read  this  beautiful 
picture.  Turn  now  to  Eph  ii.  11-12.  We  might  summarise 
what  the  Spirit  brings  before  us  in  this  passage  as  "  No 
•Christ,  no  rights,  no  promises,  no  hope,  and  without  God 
in  the  world."  Could  there  be  a  more  sorrowful  picture 
•drawn  ?  Yet  it  was  all  true  of  each  of  us.  But  look  at 
the  change  we  have  in  verse  13,  "  Made  nigh  by  the  blood 
of  Christ";  verse  18,  "Access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the 
Father"  Then  verses  19  to  22  tell  us  we  are  "no  more 
•strangers,"  but  are  of  "the  household  of  God,"  and  that 
we  are  "builded  together"  for  a  dwelling  place  for  God. 
And  what  shall  we  say  of  the  still  richer  unfolding  that  we 
get  in  chapter  v.,  where  His  purpose  is  declared  to  be  that 
we  are  to  shine  in  His  glory,  near  to  Christ  as  His  bride. 
-Surely  we  have  been  given  a  goodly  inheritance,  a  u  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey."  And  we  too  should  bring 
our  firstfruits.  Let  us  read  Heb  xiii.  15,  "By  Him 
therefore  let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God 
continually,  that  is  the  fruit  of  our  lips  giving  thanks  to 
His  name."  Here  we  have  the  Golden  Altar,  "By  Him" 
Then  we  have  the  incense,  "  The  sacrifice  of  praise."  And 
we  are  surely  reminded  of  the  "perpetual  incense"  by  that 
word  "  continually." 

We  look  back  to  the  priest  who  ministered  at  this  altar, 
and  we  say,  "  What  an  exalted  office."  Yes  !  no  doubt  it 
was.  But  the  poor  feeble  Christian  who  in  gratitude  to 
God  for  his  salvation,  raises  a  note  of  praise,  is  in  a  still 
more  exalted  place.  In  the  Tabernacle  we  have  the  type, 
but  in  the  Christian  coming  into  God's  presence  through 
Christ,  in  praise  or  prayer,  you  have  the  blessed  reality. 

Whether  in  the  quiet  of  the  closet,  or  as  one  of  an 
assembled  company,  when  believers  are  stirred  up  to 
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praise  or  prayer  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Name  of  Jesus 
ascends  as  fragrant  incense  before  the  Father.  Need  we 
wonder  then  that  such  exercise  is  "well-pleasing"  to  Him? 
The  singing  may  lack  that  which  would  make  it  melodious 
in  the  ear  of  man,  but  it  is  sweet  unto  God.  The  prayers 
might  not,  should  not  be,  like  those  of  one  of  which  it  was- 
said,  that  "  it  was  the  most  eloquent  prayer  ever  offered  to 
a  Boston  audience."  Maybe  much  in  the  way  it  is  presented 
is  faulty,  but  when  it  passes  through  the  hands  of  Christ, 
when  it  goes  up  from  our  Golden  Altar,  it  is  a  sweet  savour 

to  God. 

"To  all  our  prayers  and  praises, 

Christ  adds  His  sweet  perfume ; 
And  love  the  censer  raises, 
Their  odours  to  consume." 

When  the  Israelite,  as  in  Deut.  xvi.  17,  came  with  his 
worship  to  the  place  which  God  had  chosen,  we  read, 
"  Every  man  shall  give  as  He  is  able,  according  to  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  thy  God  which  He  hath  given  thee."1 
This  is  the  rule  according  to  which  we  should  give  to  God 
our  praises  and  thanksgivings.  "  According  to  the  blessing 
of  the  Lord  thy  God."  Alas  !  how  we  have  failed  in  this. 
As  we  think  of  the  blessings  which  God  has  poured  down 
upon  us,  and  the  very  scant  praise  that  has  ascended  to 
Him  from  our  hearts,  we  are  reminded  of  a  sight  we  have 
often  seen — the  Falls  of  Niagara.  Over  those  falls  there 
pours  an  immense  volume  of  water,  day  and  night,  year  in 
and  year  out.  There  may  be  seen  rising  above  the  falls  a 
cloud  of  vapour,  reflecting  in  the  daytime  the  rainbow. 
That  cloud  of  vapour  is  part  of  what  pours  down,  but  only 
an  infinitesimal  part  of  it.  Do  we  not  feel  like  owning 
that  this  makes  it  all  the  more  like  to  our  scanty  worship  ? 

"  Ye  shall  offer  no  strange  incense  thereon"  In  John  iv. 
24,  we  read,  "God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  Him 
must  worship  Him  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth."  And  in  PhiL 
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iii.  3  (R.V.),  "  For  we  are  the  circumcision,  who  worship  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  glory  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no 
confidence  in  the  flesh."  Nothing  can  be  acceptable  to  God, 
save  that  which  has  been  produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

No  unsaved  sinner  can  praise  God.  Some  may  be  gifted 
with  a  voice  of  matchless  richness,  and  this  may  be 
cultivated  to  the  very  utmost  degree,  and  as  they  sing 
before  the  congregation,  the  people  may  be  thrilled.  Yet 
for  God  there  is  sweeter  music  in  the  song  of  some  poor 
old  saint  with  a  cracked  voice,  who  never  did  understand 
the  first  things  as  to  time  and  tune,  but  whose  heart  is  full 
of  gratitude  and  praise. 

Just  as  the  fire  from  the  Brazen  Altar  caused  the  incense 
to  ascend  on  the  Golden  Altar,  so  do  God's  saints  catch 
their  inspiration  to  praise  from  the  Cross  of  Calvary.  And 
let  me  say  that  if  this  is  not  the  inspiration,  then  it  is 
"strange  incense"  which  the  believer  is  offering,  and  not 
"  worship  by  the  Spirit" 

In  Lev.  x.  we  have  the  sad  account  of  Nadab  and 
Abihu,  two  sons  of  Aaron,  who  offered  "  strange  fire"  unto 
the  Lord,  and  were  judged  for  their  sin.  From  the 
prohibition  of  wine,  which  comes  immediately  afterward, 
we  may  surely  infer  that  they  had  been  under  its  influence 
when  they  went  in  before  the  Lord.  And  in  this  is  there 
not  a  lesson  of  deep  and  solemn  import?  Wine  was  for 
bidden  the  Nazarite,  and  it  is  forbidden  the  priest  here  in 
the  exercise  of  his  sacred  office.  Wine,  as  we  know,  excites, 
those  under  its  influence,  producing  an  unreal  courage, 
joy,  enthusiasm,  or  religious  fervour,  just  according  to  the 
character  of  the  individual,  who  is  controlled  with  the 
intoxication.  The  type  should  not  be  difficult  to  read. 
God  will  not  have  from  His  own,  that  which  is  only  the 
activity  of  the  flesh  under  some  natural  stimulus.  The 
spell  of  sacerdotal  surroundings,  artistic  church  music,  and 
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human  eloquence,  all  of  which  appeal  to  the  sentimental, 
in  those  who  never  learned  their  need  of  Christ,  or  cared 
to  know  Him  as  their  Saviour,  has  led  many  a  true  child 
of  God  to  mistake  "  strange  fire"  for  the  fire  of  the  altar. 

As  we  stand  before  this  Golden  Altar,  may  we  not  hear 
those  words,  "  Ye  also  as  lively  stones  are  built  up  a 
spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood  to  offer  up  spiritual 
sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ"  (i  Pet.  ii.  5). 
This  surely  sets  before  us  the  believer  in  his  highest 
•character.  How  shall  we  sustain  it  worthily  ?  Let  us 
again  briefly  look  at  the  way  by  which  we  came  here.  In 
the  Brazen  Altar  we  see  the  question  of  sin  settled,  God 
.glorified,  and  we  who  once  were  afar  off,  made  nigh.  In 
the  Laver  we  saw  the  work  of  Christ  cleansing  from  the 
daily  defilement  contracted  in  our  walk  down  here,  and  so 
fitting  us  for  the  presence  of  God  in  holy  worship  and 
adoration.  In  the  Lampstand  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit 
using  the  Word  of  God  to  unfold  to  us  the  beauties  and 
glories  of  Christ,  thus  leading  us  into  the  fuller  knowlege 
of  His  will.  Then  comes  the  Table  with  its  rich  provision, 
and  the  desire  of  our  blessed  God  that  we  may  enjoy  to  the 
full  what  He  has  spread  before  us,  saying,  "Eat,  O  friends; 
drink,  yea  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved."  Thus  surely  we 
are  ready  to  worship,  as  we  read  in  Deut.  viii.  10,  "When 
thou  hast  eaten  and  art  full,  THEN  thou  shait  bless  the 
Lord  thy  God"  Again  in  Psa.  xxii.  29,  "All  they  that 
be  fat  upon  the  earth  shall  eat  and  worship."  Worship 
flows  from  a  heart  satisfied  with  Christ.  It  is  the  over 
flowing  of  such  an  heart  If  such  is  not  the  state  of  the 
believer's  soul,  God  gets  nothing.  Many  a  meeting  is  very 
barren  of  worship,  though  there  may  be  a  lot  of  hymn- 
singing  And  the  cause  is,  the  hearts  of  God's  people  are 
not  happy  in  conscious  fellowship  with  Him.  May  God 
help  us  to  use  our  Golden  Altar  to  His  glory. 


THE  flRK  fWiD  MERCY-SEFST. 

(Exodus  xxv.   10-22). 

'I  A  TE  have  now  reached  the  last  of  the  Holy  Vessels. 
*  ^*  It  was  the  first  one  of  which  God  spoke,  but  it  is 
the  last  we  meet  as  we  come  in.  We  pointed  out  before 
the  significance  of  this.  We  begin  where  God  ends.  He 
began  with  the  Ark  and  its  Mercy-Seat,  which  was  His 
throne,  and  wrought  out  to  the  Altar  in  the  Court,  which 
speaks  of  His  grace  in  coming  down  to  the  Cross,  that 
He  might  meet  us  there. 

The  Ark  was  a  box,  two  and  a  half  cubits,  or  four  feet 
four  and  a  half  inches  long ;  one  and  a  half  cubits,  or  two 
feet  seven  and  a  half  inches  broad  and  high.  It  was  made 
of  acacia  wood,  overlaid  within  and  without  with  gold. 
It  had  a  lid,  called  "  The  Mercy-seat,"  made  of  gold,  and 
of  the  same  piece  of  gold  were  fashioned  two  Cherubim, 
one  on  either  end  of  the  Mercy-seat.  They  stood  stretch 
ing  their  wings  over  it,  so  as  to  form  a  canopy,  and  their 
faces  were  toward  each  other,  looking  at  the  Mercy-seat. 

As  a  type  of  Christ,  whether  we  look  at  it  in  the  Taber 
nacle  or  in  its  wanderings,  it  is  easily  the  most  interesting 
of  all  the  vessels. 

Once  again,  we  are  led  to  consider  our  adorable  Lord 
Jesus  as  He  now  is  in  the  glory.  Can  we  hear  too  much 
of  what  He  is,  or  have  Him  brought  before  our  hearts  too 
often  ?  Surely  not !  More  especially  is  this  true  of  the 
days  we  live  in.  When  we  feel  the  pressure  of  unbelief  as 
it  surges  all  around,  as  to  the  perfect  Humanity  and 


no      LECTURES  ON  THE  TABERNACLE, 

full  Deity  of  Christ,  we  come  to  these  holy  places,  as  it 
were,  and  in  the  calm,  quiet  of  the  sanctuary  of  God,  our 
souls  find  their  rest.  Here,  all  Satanic  lies  about  the 
Person  of  the  Son  of  God  are  powerless  to  harm.  Here 
in  type,  we  can  say,  "we  see  Jesus" — the  Jesus  of  the 
Bible :  not  the  Jesus  preached  from  so  many  pulpits  in 
Christendom,  who  is  "another  Jesus"  (2  Cor.  xi.  4). 

As  in  the  Altar  and  the  Table,  we  here  see  the  Mercy- 
seat  with  its  crown  of  gold,  bringing  the  words  of  our 
well-known  hymn  before  us  » — 

"The  Head  that  once  was  crowned  with  thorns 

Is  crownsd  with  glory  now; 
A  Royal  Diadem  adorns 
The  Mighty  Victor's  brow." 

In  verse  16  we  read,  "  And  thou  shalt  put  into  the  Ark 
the  testimony  which  I  shall  give  thee."  Here  in  type,  we 
see  the  place  that  Christ  gave  to  His  Father's  Word.  In 
Psalm  xl.  8  we  hear  Him  saying,  "  I  delight  to  do  Thy 
will,  O  my  God:  yea,  Thy  law  is  within  my  heart"  and  in 
Isa.  xlii.  21  it  is  recorded,  "  He  will  magnify  the  law  and 
make  it  honourable."  As  Man  here  on  earth  among  men, 
the  Word  was  ever  the  rule  of  His  life.  "Thus  it  is  written" 
settled  everything  for  Him.  Whether  it  was  men  or  Satan, 
from  that  Word  He  brought  forth  the  very  truth  which  met 
the  case,  and  like  the  smooth  stone  that  David  used  to 
overcome  the  giant  of  Gath,  one  word  was  sufficient,  for 
it  was  the  Divine  Word,  divinely  chosen.  And  when  at  last 
He  hung  upon  the  Cross,  He  could  not  die  until  all  that 
was  written  of  Him  was  fulfilled. 

It  is  ours,  as  His  followers,  to  give  that  Word  the  place 
which  He  gave  it.  "  Thy  Word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart, 
that  I  might  not  sin  against  Thee"  (Psalm  cxix.  n),  was 
the  language  of  David,  and  it  should  be  the  language  of 
the  heart  of  every  child  of  God.  Were  it  "dwelling  in 
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our  hearts  richly"  (Col.  iii.  16),  we  should  be  more  like 
our  blessed  Lord  in  the  application  of  it  to  the  many 
things  we  meet,  and  more  separate  from  all  that  is  con 
trary  to  the  will  of  God. 

THE  MERCY -SEAT.  —  In  Rom.  iii.  24-25  we  read, 
"  Christ  Jesus,  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  Propi 
tiation."  The  word  rendered  "Propitiation,"  in  the 
Septuagint  (the  Greek  Version  of  the  Old  Testament, 
made  by  seventy  translators,  at  Alexandria,  about  300 
years  before  Christ,  and  often  quoted  by  Him),  is 
"  Mercy-seat."  It  would  therefore  read,  "Whom  God 
hath  set  forth  to  be  a  Mercy-seat."  We  might  ask  our 
selves,  "  How  could  the  throne  of  a  holy,  sin-hating  God 
be  a  Mercy-seat,  and  not  a  throne  of  judgment  ?"  In 
Lev.  xvi.  we  get  the  account  of  the  "  day  of  atonement." 
On  that  day  there  were  two  goats  brought  before  the 
Lord.  Lots  were  then  cast  upon  them.  One  of  these 
goats  was  a  "  scapegoat,"  and  having  had  the  sins  of  the 
congregation  confessed  over  it  by  Aaron,  was  sent  away 
into  the  wilderness  to  some  uninhabited  place,  and  was  let 
go,  never  to  return.  Now,  in  that  goat  we  get  a  very 
precious  type  of  Christ  as  the  Substitute  of  His  people. 
That  this  goat  represented  Satan — as  we  have  heard  some 
teach — only  shows  their  ignorance  of  the  teaching  of 
the  passage,  and  is  too  foolish  to  take  notice  of.  But  it  is 
with  the  other  goat  we  have  specially  to  do  now.  It  was 
spoken  of  as  "for  the  Lord."  While  the  scapegoat  spoke 
of  Substitution,  this  goat  spoke  of  Propitiation.  And  the 
difference  between  these  two  words  may  be  put  thus  : 
Propitiation  is  Godward,  and  has  to  do  especially  with 
glorifying  God  in  respect  to  sin. 

Christ  on  the  Cross  of  Calvary  did  a  work,  on  the 
ground  of  which  God  can  deal  with  a  guilty  race  in  mercy. 
Christ  was  set  forth  to  be  a  "Mercy-seat,"  where  God  and 
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the  sinner  can  meet.  Substitution  shows  us  Christ  stand 
ing  in  our  room  and  stead,  suffering  for  us.  So  the  child 
of  God  can  sing  : — 

"  Payment  God  will  not  twice  demand  : 
First  at  my  bleeding  Surety's  hand, 
And  then  again  at  mine." 

In  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  unsaved,  it  is  the 
Propitiation  aspect  which  should  get  the  prominence. 
To  tell  an  unawakened  sinner  that  Christ  was  his  or  her 
Substitute,  might  easily  give  them  the  opportunity  to  say, 
"If  that  is  so,  I  am  all  right,  and  need  not  trouble  any 
more." 

We  shall  look  at  what  was  done  with  the  goat  which 
was  for  the  Lord,  or  the  one  which  spoke  of  propitiation. 
It  was  killed.  Then  some  of  its  blood  was  carried  into  the 
Holiest,  right  inside  the  Veil,  and  sprinkled  by  the  priest 
on  and  before  the  Mercy-seat,  seven  times.  "  On"  as 
meeting  the  claims  of  God;  "Before"  as  meeting  my 
need,  giving  me  a  righteous  standing  in  the  presence  of 
infinite  holiness.  "Seven  times"  is  the  perfect  number. 

The  body  of  the  goat  was  carried  outside  the  camp  and 
burned.  The  word  "  burn,"  when  applied  to  the  burning 
of  the  animal  outside  the  camp,  is  different  from  the  one 
used  for  the  offering  on  the  Brazen  Altar.  It  means  to 
"consume,"  while  in  connection  with  the  Altar  it  is  to 
"  ascend  as  incense."  As  we  see  that  burning  outside  the 
camp,  we  see  in  type  the  Lord  Jesus  dying  under  the 
judgment  of  God  on  our  behalf.  The  terrible  distance 
and  darkness  He  felt  when  He  cried,  "  My  God,  my  God, 
why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?  Why  art  Thou  so  far  from 
helping  me?"  was  mine.  But  as  we  see  Him  rise  from 
the  dead,  and  pass  into  the  heavens,  "by"  (not  with)  His 
own  blood,  we  have  what  answers  to  the  type  of  the  priest 
going  into  the  Holiest  with  the  blood  of  the  goat. 
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There  is  something  very  suggestive  in  the  attitude  of 
the  Cherubim  upon  the  Mercy-seat.  The  first  time  we 
find  the  Cherubim  mentioned  in  the  Word  of  God  is  in 
connection  with  the  driving  out  of  the  Garden  of  our  first 
parents.  There,  the  Cherubim  is  seen  connected  with  the 
flaming  sword.  But  here,  there  is  no  sword  in  the  scene  ; 
nothing  that  would  say,  "  Keep  away  !  " 

Then  see  how  their  gaze  is  toward  the  Mercy-Seat,  as 
if  they  desired  to  read  the  meaning  of  the  blood-stains 
which  year  by  year  were  put  there  by  the  high  priest. 
Those  blood-marks  tell  us  how  God's  throne  in  Israel 
became  a  Mercy-seat,  and  not  a  throne  of  judgment.  He 
who  sat  upon  that  throne  saw  in  that  blood,  the  type  of 
the  blood  of  Him  who  "  deemed  not  His  equality  with  God 
a  thing  to  be  grasped  at "  (Phil  ii.  6) :  One  whose  worth 
was  infinite,  and  whose  death  would  satisfy  all  the  demands 
of  that  throne.  And  because  of  that  blood,  He  could  meet 
Israel  in  the  Person  of  their  High  Priest,  and  extend  mercy 
to  them,  while  they  deserved  judgment. 

Most  instructive  is  it  to  notice  where  the  law  was  put 

"  And  thou  shalt  put  the  Mercy-seat  above  upon  the  Ark, 
and  in  the  Ark  thou  shalt  put  the  testimony  that  I  shall 
give  thee."  Over  that  law  which  man  never  kept,  and  which 
could  only  condemn,  there  was  that  which  ever  reminded 
God  of  the  righteous  work  of  His  Son.  The  incident  of 
i  Sam.  vi.,  where  the  "men  of  Beth-shemesh"  looked  into 
the  Ark,  is  full  of  teaching.  In  order  to  look  in,  they 
must  have  removed  the  Mercy-seat,  and  exposed  the 
law.  It  was  a  solemn  moment.  There  was  nothing  then 
between  the  eye  of  a  holy  God,  and  His  law  which  had 
been  broken.  We  can  remember  when  it  was  the  law  that 
was  preached  all  the  time  in  certain  places.  And  often 
have  we  prayed,  "  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  incline 
our  hearts  to  keep  this  Thy  law."  We  were  repeating  the 
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mistake  of  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh.  And  it  is  quite 
common  to  meet  believers  who  are  still  in  bondage  as  to 
the  law.  Even  after  they  had  to  abandon  all  hope  of 
salvation  by  it,  they  still  speak  of  it  as  "  a  rule  of  life." 

Nothing  can  be  more  calculated  to  impart  to  the  child 
-of  God  a  sense  of  settled  peace  and  joy,  than  seeing  that 
on  the  Cross,  in  His  Divine  Substitute,  He  died  to  the  law. 
Its  sentence  was  carried  out  in  the  fullest  way  on  Christ, 
and  now  it  is  Christ  upon  whom  the  eye  of  God  rests,  and 
not  upon  the  law.  Knowing,  this  will  never  lead  to  care 
lessness  of  walk  or  life,  or  to  treating  sin  with  indifference. 
Such  does  not  agree  with  the  place  into  which  He  professes 
to  have  been  brought,  as  one  with  Christ. 

The  STAVES  of  the  Ark  represent  Christ  as  the  High 
Priest  and  Advocate  of  His  people.  The  staves,  like  the 
Ark  itself,  were  acacia  wood  covered  with  gold,  and  so  must 
teach  the  same  truths  as  we  have  had  elsewhere— Christ  as 
real  Man  and  very  God.  The  use  of  the  staves  was  to  carry 
the  Ark  from  place  to  place  in  its  wanderings.  We  might 
ask,  "What  teaching  is  there  in  this?"  In  the  Ark  and 
Cherubim  of  glory  overshadowing  the  Mercy-seat,  we  have 
that  which  would  suggest  the  Church  of  God.  God 
displayed  His  glory  in  connection  with  the  Ark.  He  dwelt 
between  the  Cherubim.  In  Ephesians,  we  learn  that  the 
Church  is  God's  habitation  in  which,  and  through  which, 
in  a  coming  day  He  will  display  His  glory.  And  in  that 
surpassing  picture  of  glory  in  Rev.  XXL,  we  have  held  up  to 
-our  gaze  by  means  of  all  that  is  grand  and  costly  in  nature, 
'what  the  redeemed  are  yet  to  be,  and  how  the  glory  of  God 
•will  flood  the  Church  and  radiate  from  it.  As  we  think 
•of  the  present  ministry  of  Christ  toward  His  people,  we 
ask,  "What  ministry  do  we  now  have,  without  which  we 
<:ould  not  go  on,  which  we  will  not  need  in  heaven  ?"  There 
are  two  ministries  of  His  which  we  shall  not  then  need. 
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First. — His  Priesthood,  as  we  have  it  set  forth  in  Hebrews. 
There  it  is  seen  for  a  people  who  are  in  circumstances  of 
trial,  full  of  weakness,  and  looked  at  as  in  the  wilderness, 
while  their  priest  represents  them,  and  ministers  mercy  and 
grace  to  them  in  their  time  of  need.  This  we  shall  not  need 
in  heaven.  Secondly. — When  in  i  John  ii.  i  we  are  told 
"If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father, 
Jesus  Christ  the  Righteous."  Here  is  another  ministry  of 
His  we  shall  not  need,  for  we  will  not  then  sin.  But  how 
would  we  do  now  without  the  Priest  with  God,  and  the 
Advocate  with  the  Father?  In  Exodus,  chapter  xxv.  15, 
it  was  forbidden  to  take  the  staves  out  of  the  Ark.  In  i 
Kings  viii.  8,  "  they  drew  out  the  staves."  While  the  Ark 
was  connected  with  the  Tabernacle,  it  was  a  wanderer,  and 
the  staves  were  to  remain  in  it.  But  the  time  came  when 
the  bare  sand  gave  place  to  the  golden  floor  of  the  temple, 
and  its  wanderings  were  at  an  end.  So  the  staves  were  no 
longer  needed,  it  was  at  rest,  "and  they  drew  out  the 
staves."  We  do  not  read  that  they  broke  them  up.  Thanks 
be  to  God,  very  soon  the  golden  streets  of  the  Heavenly 
City  will  take  the  place  of  the  denied  scene  where  now  we 
walk.  And  while  we  shall  not  need  the  priesthood  and 
advocacy  of  our  blessed  Lord  there  as  we  do  now,  it  will 
be  our  joy  and  delight  to  think  of  how  well  His  love 
provided  for  us  all  through  the  wilderness  and  carried  us  all 
the  way,  as  the  Ark  was  borne  by  the  staves.  And  so  we 
sing: 

"My  Saviour  I  have  nought  to  plead, 
On  earth  beneath  or  heaven  above, 
But  just  my  own  exceeding  need, 
And  Thy  exceeding  love. 

The  need  will  soon  be  past  and  gone, 

Exceeding  great,  :tis  quickly  o'er; 
Thy  love  unbought  is  all  Thine  own, 

And  lasts  for  evermore." 
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There  is  something  very  striking  and  instructive  in  the 
difference  between  what  we  read  in  i  Kings  viii.  9,  and 
Heb.  ix.  4.  In  Kings  we  are  told  that  there  was  "  nothing, 
in  the  Ark  save  the  two  tables  of  stone ;  while  in  Hebrews 
we  read,  "  Wherein  was  the  Golden  Pot  that  had  manna, 
and  Aaron's  Rod  that  budded,  and  the  Tables  of  the 
Covenant."  It  is  just  the  same  thought  we  already  have 
had.  Hebrews  views  the  Ark  as  in  the  Tabernacle,  speaking 
of  the  wilderness.  In  it,  there  was  the  memorial  of  God's 
provision  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  people  in  the  wilderness, 
Kings  gives  us  the  Ark  in  the  Temple,  a  picture  of  the 
coming  glory.  So  what  was  just  for  the  wilderness  is  not 
there  seen.  Doubtless,  the  manna  and  the  rod  were 
removed  by  God's  command.  But  the  law  which  spoke 
of  God's  unchangeable  claim,  and  that  which  is  to  be  the 
basis  of  the  administration  of  the  millennial  kingdom  is 
there,  and  fitly  so. 

The  reference  to  the  Ark  in  Tabernacle  days,  in  Rev.  ii. 
17,  is  most  appropriate  to  the  state  of  those  addressed. 
The  Church  at  Pergamos  pictures  that  period  in  the 
Church's  history  when  the  path  of  the  pilgrim  was  given 
up,  and  God's  people  had  begun  to  look  upon  the  world 
as  a  place  in  which  to  dwell  and  reign,  instead  of  regarding 
it  as  a  wilderness,  and  themselves  as  strangers  passing  on 
to  their  heavenly  inheritance.  Some  there  were  who  knew 
that  the  world  was  still  unchanged,  that  their  Lord  and 
Master  was  still  rejected  in  it,  and  they  overcame  the 
tendency  to  settle  down,  to  which  so  many  had  succumbed. 
For  them  the  world  was  still  the  wilderness  with  its  needs 
and  trials.  The  Lord  does  not  forget  such  faithful  ones. 
So  He  tells  them  of  the  "manna,"  the  food  suited  to 
wilderness  needs,  but  which  those  who  are  no  longer  in 
spirit  pilgrims  in  the  world  do  not  enjoy.  The  "  hidden 
manna  "  speaks  of  Himself  as  the  One  who  was  rejected 
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down  here,  but  who  is  now  in  the  Father's  presence 
glorified.  Like  the  lowly  manna  in  the  Golden  Pot,  and 
that  Pot  in  the  Ark,  so  the  glorified  Man  is  in  the  highest 
heaven,  on  the  throne  of  God  No  child  of  God  who  is 
seeking  to  escape  the  reproach  connected  with  companion 
ship  with  a  rejected  Lord,  can  delight  in  that  sort  of  food. 

Before  we  close,  there  are  two  portions  of  the  Word 
that  always  come  to  mind  as  I  think  of  the  golden  vessels 
of  the  Tabernacle.  In  John  xii.  1-8,  we  have  a  very 
hallowed  scene.  The  central  figure  is  the  Son  of  God 
Himself.  Then  we  have  three  characters,  and  all  three 
should  be  reproduced  in  a  believer.  Lazarus. — Here 
we  have  one  who  answers  to  the  "  table."  It  is  said  of  him 
that  "he  sat  at  the  table  with  Christ."  Martha  served. — 
Here  we  are  reminded  of  the  Golden  Lampstand,  which 
is  the  symbol  of  our  testimony  or  service.  And  last  we 
get  the  "  Golden  Altar"  in  what  Mary  does  in  this  chapter, 
as  she  takes  a  pound  of  "ointment  of  spikenard,  very 
costly,"  and  anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus.  "  And  the  house 
was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment."  Surely  this  is 
worship — the  believer  reaching  the  high  tide  mark. 

The  other  Scripture  is  Acts  ii.  42,  "  And  they  continued 
steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in 
breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers."  The  apostles'  doctrine 
answers  to  the  Lampstand^  for  it  is  by  the  Word  that  we  get 
light  as  to  our  service.  Fellowship. — This  reminds  us  of 
what  we  read  in  Ex.  xxv.  22,  "And  there  will  I  meet  with 
thee,  and  I  will  commune  with  thee  from  above  the  Mercy- 
seat,  from  between  the  Cherubim  which  are  upon  the  Ark 
of  the  testimony,  of  all  things  which  I  will  give  thee  in 
commandment  unto  the  children  of  Israel."  Then  the  Table 
is  brought  before  us  in  the  words,  "Breaking  of  bread,"  and 
the  Altar  in  the  "  prayers."  May  the  Lord  lead  us  into 
the  blessed  experience  of  these  things  for  His  own  glory. 
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Or,  The  Service  of  the  Saints  and  the 
Judgment  Seat  of  Christ. 

(Exodus  xxxv.,  xxxvi.   1-7,  xxxix.  33-43,  xl.   34). 

*"PHE  WORKERS. — How  suggestive,  that  we  find  the 
Sabbath  as  an  introduction  to  this  section.  It  would 
almost  seem  as  if  it  were  wholly  unconnected  with  what 
has  gone  before,  or  with  what  follows  after,  yet  it  is  very 
closely  connected.  Work  for  the  Lord  is  what  we  have 
here,  and  God  rests  His  workers  first.  In  Matt.  xi.  28-29, 
we  have  Christ  first  "  giving "  rest,  and  then  He  invites 
the  one  who  has  got  that  rest  to  take  His  yoke  upon  him, 
and  he  will  "  find  rest."  The  "  yoke  "  is  the  emblem  of 
service.  So  in  the  type,  the  Sabbath,  which  means  rest, 
meets  us  on  the  very  threshold  of  service  as  a  fitness  for 
it,  which  is  absolutely  necessary. 

When  God  showed  the  pattern  of  the  Tabernacle  and 
all  the  holy  vessels  to  Moses,  he  might  have  said  :  "  Oh  ! 
Lord,  we  have  none  among  us  with  sufficient  skill  to  make 
these  things."  That  was  no  doubt  true.  Yet  Moses  will 
not  need  to  send  back  to  Egypt  for  some  of  its  skilled 
workmen,  nor  will  he  send  the  young  men  of  Israel  to  its 
schools  and  factories  in  order  to  fit  them  to  work  at  the 
Tabernacle.  All  is  provided  for  by  God.  He  says,  "  See, 
I  have  called  by  name  Bezaleel  the  son  of  Uri,  the  son  of 
Hur,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  :  and  I  have  filled  him  with  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  wisdom  and  in  understanding,  and  in 
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knowledge  and  in  all  manner  of  workmanship."  etc.  "  And 
behold  I  have  given  with  him  Aholiab,  the  son  of 
Ahisamach,"  etc.  (chapter  xxxi.  1-6). 

In  Bezaleel,  we  have  a  type  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  it  is- 
fitting  that  He  should  have  the  pre-eminence  which  He 
has  here,  as  setting  forth  the  One  who  says  in  Matt,  xvi.,, 
"  I  will  build  My  Church  "  ;  of  whom  it  is  written  in  Zech. 
vi.  13,  "  Even  He  shall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and: 
He  shall  bear  the  glory."  "Aholiab,"  the  other  named 
worker,  may  suggest  the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  we  may  also  think  of  Bezaleel  as  a  fit  illustration  of 
any  and  every  worker,  whom  God  will  use  in  the  great 
work  He  is  now  engaged  in  doing.     First,  we  will  look  at 
his  genealogy.     We  will  begin  with  his  grandfather  Hur. 
"  Hur  "  means  "  freeborn,"  or  "  noble."    A  good  beginning, 
suggesting  the  new  birth  as  an  indispensable  requirement 
in  all  who  would  be  God's  workers.     By  our  first  birth  we 
are  all  born  slaves  of  sin  and  Satan,  only  by  second  birth 
do  any  become  God's  freemen.     His  father's  name  "  Uri," 
which  means  "  light  of  Jehovah,"  reminding  us  of  where 
we  have  been  brought,  "into  His  marvellous  light"  (i  Pet. 
ii.  9),  and  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  saints  in  light  (Col.  i.  12).     While  this  should  be 
true  of  all,  it  is  imperative  that  the  one  who  would  be  a 
worker  should  know  what  it  is  to  judge  everything  in  the 
light  of  God.     There,  all  sham  and  unreality  is  exposed. 
There,   eternal  things   become  real,   and  things  of  time 
shrink  up  into  their  proper  proportions.     In  that  light, 
sin,  heaven,   hell,  and  eternity  become  words  of  weighty- 
import,  and  he  who  walks  there  will  declare  them  to  men,, 
regardless  of  their  smiles  or  frowns.     "  Bezaleel "  means 
"  in  the  shadow  of  God."    Could  anything  be  more  perfect 
than  the  way  these  names  set  the  Perfect  Servant  before 
us  ?     He  could  say  in  Isa.  xlix.  2,  "  In  the  shadow  of  His 
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hand  hath  He  hid  me."  The  same  spirit  is  seen  in  His 
forerunner,  John,  when  he  says,  "  He  must  increase,  but  I 
must  decrease."  How  painful  to  see  a  servant  of  Christ 
attracting  to  himself,  instead  of  to  his  Master.  Christ  is 
thus  obscured  by  the  very  prominence  of  the  preacher. 
May  we  know  how  to  hide  ourselves. 

Bezaleel  and  Aholiab  were  to  teach  others  to  work. 
They  remind  us  of  those  special  gifts  which  God  has  set 
in  the  Church,  which  should  draw  out  and  develope  God's 
imparted  gifts  in  others,  as  we  find  in  Eph.  iv.  12,  "  For 
the  perfecting  of  the  saints  unto  the  work  of  the  ministry  " 
<R.v.)  This  is  how  Christ  met  the  need  of  His  people  in 
New  Testament  days,  and  how  He  would  meet  it  still  if 
His  own  would  make  room  for  Him.  "  I  have  called,"  and 
41 1  have  filled."  It  may  be  a  Peter  and  a  John,  unlettered 
fishermen,  or  it  may  be  a  Paul,  having  had  a  Collegiate 
education.  He  exercises  His  sovereign  prerogative,  and 
calls  each  for  the  work  He  is  going  to  accomplish  through 
them,  and  that  place  He  has  never  surrendered  to  man. 
And  the  Lord  can  make  a  skilful  worker  in  His  Church 
out  of  a  Peter,  just  as  He  can  out  of  a  Paul. 

The  only  "  Divinity  Hall"  that  the  early  servants  of 
Christ  ever  attended,  was  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
Church,  through  those  gifts  which  the  living  Christ  had 
given  to  His  Church,  and  as  they  were  built  up  in  the 
faith,  they  were  thereby  fitted  to  share  in  that  same 
ministry  themselves. 

There  was  wonderful  scope  in  the  construction  of  the 
Tabernacle  for  the  exercise  of  gifts  great  and  small.  If 
only  there  was  a  "  willing  heart,"  there  was  the  opportunity. 
So  is  it  now  in  the  Church  of  God.  All  are  not  called 
to  preach  or  teach,  but  all  have  the  honour  put  before 
them  of  being  "  workers  together  with  Him  "  (2  Cor.  vi. 
i).  All  that  is  needed  is  the  willing  heart,  then  soon 
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there  will  open  up  a  sphere  of  service  for  the  Lord.  It 
may  be  lowly  work  for  men  to  cut  and  fashion  boards,  and 
women  to  spin  goats'  hair,  yet  these  workers  were  just  as 
necessary  as  the  men  who  wrought  in  gold  and  precious 
stones. 

THE  GIVERS. — It  must  have  required  a  great  deal  of 
gold,  silver,  etc.,  for  the  making  of  the  Tabernacle.  How 
was  it  found?  All  must  be  furnished  by  a  redeemed 
people,  and  all  must  be  given  voluntarily.  "  Take  ye  from 
among  you  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  Whosoever  is  of  a 
willing  heart  let  him  bring  it,  an  offering  of  the  Lord : 
gold  and  silver  and  brass."  The  man  who  had  only  some 
shittim  wood,  and  the  woman  who  had  only  some  dye 
stuff,  found  their  gifts  just  as  pleasing  to  God  as  those 
who  had  rare  and  costly  stones  or  gold,  and  they  brought 
what  they  had.  The  rule  of  2  Cor.  viii.  12  applies  here. 
•"  For  if  there  be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted 
according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that 
he  hath  not."  It  was  according  to  this  rule  that  the 
widow  of  Luke  xxi.,  when  she  cast  "  two  mites  "  into  the 
Lord's  treasury,  cast  in  "more"  than  all  these  rich  givers. 
She  had  nothing  left,  she  gave  God  all.  They  gave  much, 
but  had  abundance  left. 

Much  that  is  called  the  work  of  God  in  our  days  would 
soon  collapse,  if  the  funds  were  to  be  found  in  the  way 
the  Tabernacle  material  was  gotten — in  the  voluntary  gifts 
of  God's  own  people  only.  But  it  worked  beautifully  then. 
We  hear  the  workmen  say,  "  The  people  bring  much  more 
than  enough"  (xxxvi.  5).  Ah!  Israel  was  then  in  their 
first  love.  God's  salvation  was  real  to  them,  and  they 
needed  no  urging.  God's  word,  "  Let  them  make  Me  a 
sanctuary,"  was  all  that  was  required,  and  most  of  them 
went  in  for  it  heart  and  hand  with  right  good  will.  But 
other  days  came,  when  their  love  had  waned.  Then  the 
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house  of  God  lay  waste,  while  they  looked  well  after  their 
own.  And  worse  still,  in  the  days  of  Malachi — their 
Laodicean  days — when  with  utter  heartlessness  they 
brought  the  lame  and  the  blind  for  sacrifices. 

What  a  solemn  moment  that  was  when  the  herald  went 
through  the  camp  proclaiming,  "  Let  neither  man  nor 
woman  make  any  more  work  for  the  offering  of  the 
sanctuary."  Those  who  had  purposed  to  give,  or  to  work,, 
but  who  allowed  their  own  comforts  or  selfishness  to  hinder 
them  carrying  out  that  purpose,  see  now  the  chance  gone 
for  ever.  Oh  !  the  regrets  which  God's  people  may  soon 
know.  Very  soon  the  work  will  be  finished,  the  last  lost 
one  gathered  in,  the  last  weary  saint  of  God  refreshed. 
Gold  hoarded  up,  which  might  have  been  used  in  God's 
work;  time,  which  might  have  been  spent  in  His  service ; 
are  soon  to  be  of  no  value  and  yield  no  recompense. 

We  have  a  picture  of  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ  in 
the  inspection  of  the  work  by  Moses.  "  And  they  brought 
the  Tabernacle  unto  Moses  "  (chapter  xxxix.  33).  "  And 
Moses  did  look  upon  all  the  work,  and  behold  they  had 
done  it  as  the  Lord  had  commanded,  even  so  had  they 
done  it :  And  Moses  blessed  them "  (chapter  xxxix.  43). 
This  was  the  moment  to  which  they  had  looked  forward 
during  the  days  they  had  been  engaged  doing  their  part 
in  the  work.  Now  what  they  have  wrought  is  to  pass 
under  the  eye  of  Moses.  We  can  imagine  some  man  in 
Israel  who  fashioned  some  of  the  boards.  He  hears  the 
people  speak  in  glowing  terms  of  the  beautiful  things 
Bazaleel  and  some  others  have  made;  none  say  anything 
about  what  he  is  doing.  His  time  has  come  now.  Moses 
looks  at  his  work,  and  for  the  time  being  it  is  just  as 
prominent  as  the  beautiful  Lampstand.  He  hears  Moses 
commend  it,  it  is  according  to  the  pattern,  and  he  gets 
the  blessing.  There  is  a  woman ;  she  spun  goats'  hair. 
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She  would  not  bring  her  spinning  out  into  the  midst  of 
the  camp ;  she  would  work  in  the  quiet  of  her  tent,  day 
after  day,  away  from  the  more  prominent  place  among 
the  workers,  occupied  by  some  of  her  brethren ;  she  went 
on  working — a  lesson  to  her  sisters  of  this  Church  period,, 
surely !  It  is  possible  at  times  she  might  think  that  she 
was  neglected,  and,  like  Martha,  feel  that  she  was  left 
"  to  serve  alone,"  perhaps  discouraged  with  what  appeared 
to  be  lack  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  others.  Her  turn 
to  get  prominence  has  come  at  last.  What  feelings  fill  her 
heart  as  she  sees  the  aged  Law-giver  take  up  the  fabric 
she  had  woven,  and  hear  him  say,  "That  is  just  what 
the  Lord  commanded  :  the  Lord  bless  you."  Such  words 
would  be  a  rich  reward  to  her  indeed. 

The  one  thing  that  counted  in  that  inspection,  was. 
going  by  the  pattern.  No  departure  from  it  was  allowed 
by  God.  He  gave  skill  and  wisdom  to  Bezaleel  to  carry 
out  a  divinely-given  plan,  and  the  blessing  was  the  reward 
for  keeping  close  to  it.  So  will  it  be  in  the  day  of  the 
Judgment  Seat  of  Christ.  It  will  not  be  "Well  done, 
good  and  successful  servant,"  but  "good  and  faithful 
servant." 

If  God  was  so  particular  that  Moses  should  make 
everything  "according  to  the  pattern"  when  it  was  the 
Tabernacle,  which  was  only  the  shadow,  will  He  be  less 
so  when  it  is  the  Church,  which  is  the  reality  ?  Surely 
not !  Yet  how  many  Christians  seem  to  regard  it  as  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  or  not  they  go  by  the  Word 
of  God  as  to  their  worship  and  service.  For  them  the 
sprinkling  of  an  infant  will  do  just  as  well  as  the  baptism 
of  believers.  Going  to  hear  a  sermon  is  regarded  as  of 
more  importance  than  breaking  the  bread  in  remembrance 
of  their  Lord.  Instead  of  being  gathered  together  in 
dependance  upon  the  Spirit  to  guide  and  minister  through 
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whosoever  He  will,  they  put  all  into  the  hands  of  the 
" minister,"  "leader,"  or  " chairman"  to  carry  out  a  purely 
man-made  order,  and  so  i  Cor.,  xii.  and  xiv.  chapters, 
for  them  might  as  well  not  have  been  written.  The  owning 
•and  glorying  in  humanly-invented  names,  which  at  least 
puts  in  the  background  those  which  God  gives  to  all  His 
own ;  being  the  servant  of  a  congregation  with  a  stated 
salary,  instead  of  being  the  Lord's  freeman,  to  go  wherever 
He  may  lead,  as  he  led  His  servants  in  New  Testament 
days,  as  they  looked  to  Him  for  guidance  and  for  the 
•supply  of  temporal  needs,  are  all  human  inventions, 
changes  which  man  introduced,  and  which  most  approve  of. 
But  will  they  meet  with  approval,  or  disapprobation  and 
-entail  loss,  at  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ  ?  Better  far 
will  it  be  to  be  a  "failure"  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  stick 
to  what  is  written,  than  to  be  recognised  as  a  great 
""success,"  if  that  is  gained  by  departing  from  a  single 
word  of  God. 

"  So  Moses  finished  the  work "  (chapter  xl.  33),  and 
the  Tabernacle  was  filled  with  glory.  Our  thoughts  go 
on  to  that  moment,  now  so  near,  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  adapt  these  words  to  the  work  of  this  dispensation, 
"So  the  Lord  finished  His  work,"  " 'Tis  done."  The 
Church  finished,  completed,  and  glorified.  Finished,  in 
spite  of  men  and  demons,  who  had  opposed.  "  And  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  Tabernacle  "  (verse  34).  Here 
we  think  of  the  words  of  Eph.  v.  27,  "That  He  might 
present  it  unto  Himself  a  glorious  Church,"  and  of  that 
wondrous  scene  described  in  such  glowing  terms  in  Rev. 
xxi.,  where  we  find  the  glory  of  God  filling  and  radiating 
from  the  Church,  as  the  heavenly  city.  What  must  the 
Israelite  have  thought  as  he  gazed  upon  the  cloud  resting 
upon  that  which  he  had  helped  to  make  ?  And  what  will 
be  our  thoughts  in  that  day,  as  we  think  that  through  the 
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grace  of  God  we  had  the  privilege  of  helping  towards  this 
great,  this  glorious  consumation,  in  leading  some  lost 
ones  to  the  Saviour,  and  in  helping  on  the  saints  of  God. 
Oh  !  could  we  but  serve  now  in  the  full  light  of  that  time. 
We  might  often  be  weary  in  the  work,  but  we  would  never 
grow  weary  of  it.  He  might  have  done  without  us,  but 
He  chose  to  give  us  the  honour  of  being  "Workers 
together  with  Him."  Then  we  shall  share  His  joy  over  a 
finished  work.  May  the  language  of  our  hearts  ever  be, 
"  HE  shall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  HE  shall 
bear  the  glory." 


NEW  SHILLING  LIBRARY 

OF  "SCRIPTURE  TRUTHS  AND  BIBLE  STUDIES." 

Size— Crown  8vo.     For  Shelf  or  Pocket,  Clear  Type,  Easily  Read. 
Binding1— Corded  Cloth,  Durable  Colour,  Artistic  Gilt  Stamp. 
Price— One  Shilling  Net,  by  post  1/3  each,  to  any  part  of  the 
World.     Any  3  Volumes,  3/6  post  paid. 

I.— Redemption   Truths:    "For   Us   Men."     Sir    Robert 

Anderson,  K.C.B.,  L.L.D.  A  Standard  Expositional  Work  and 
Handbook  of  the  Great  Truths  of  the  Gospel.  All  simply  and  ably 
•set  forth  and  practically  applied.  Thirteen  Chapters  of  Sound,  Solid, 
Scripture  Truths  for  the  Spiritual  Profit  of  All.  Formerly  2/6,  now  I/.. 

II  — Graea  and  Truth,  under  Twelve  Aspects.     Dr  w. 

P.  Mackay.  A  Book  which  has  been  used  for  Forty  Years  to  lead 
Seeking  Souls  to  Christ,  to  gire  Assurance  and  Liberty  to  those  in 
Doubt,  and  to  strengthen  and  encourage  Young  Believers.  Now 
issued  at  half  its  original  price. 

III  —Green  Pastures  and  Still  Waters.    J.  Denham  Smith. 

A  Rich  and  Refreshing  Exposition  of,  and  Meditation  on  the  ever 
fresh  and  fragrant  Twenty-Third  Psalm.  Full  of  Devotional  Ministry, 
Spiritual  Teaching,  and  Comfort  for  All. 

IV.— Man's  Future  State.  John  Ritchie.  A  New  Volume 
dealing  with  the  great  and  much  discussed  problems  of  the  Life 
beyond  the  present,  the  Intermediate  State  between  Death  and 
Resurrection,  and  the  Final  Destiny  of  all  Mankind,  with  a  Review 
of  Common  Difficulties,  and  an  Examination  of  present  Day  Perver. 
sions  of  the  Truth  regarding  Man's  Future  State.  Warmly  welcomed, 
already  widely  read,  and  well  commended  by  Christian  Reviewers. 

V.— The  Tabernacle:  Its  Types  and  Teachings.    Thos. 

Newberry,  Editor  of  The  Newberry  Bible.  With  Four  Engravings. 
A  fully  detailed  Exposition  of  the  Materials,  Structure,  and  Holy 
Vessels,  with  their  Spiritual  Significance. 

VI.— The  Son  Of  God.  J.  G.  Bellett,  of  Dublin.  A  Scriptural 
Presentation  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  His  Divine  Character  and  Ways, 
traced  through  the  pages  of  the  Word,  from  His  Incarnation  to  His 
Everlasting  Kingdom  and  Glory.  Written  in  the  warm  and  spiritual 
-style  of  this  well-known  author. 

VII.— The  Crowned  Christ.  F.  W.  Grant,  Editor  of  The 
Numerical  Bible.  A  presentation  of  the  Lord  in  His  Present  and 
Future  Glories  as  Son,  Sacrifice,  Sin-Purger,  High  Priest,  Advocate, 
Bridegroom,  and  King,  with  the  results  of  His  service  to  His  people. 


JOHN  RITCHIE,  Publisher, 


NEW  SHILLING  LIBRARY 

OF  "SCRIPTURE  TRUTHS  AND  BIBLE  STUDIES." 


—  The  Mystery  of  the  Kingdom.   Andrew  Jukes.    Rule 

in  Israel,  False  and  True,  traced  through  the  Books  of  Kings,  with 
its  present-day  Message  to  the  People  of  God.  A  Volume  which 
helped  very  many  of  God's  People  of  a  former  generation,  when  they 
were  groping  their  way  out  of  bondage  to  man's  traditions  and  rule 
in  spiritual  things.  A  Book  which  explains  many  perplexities  of  the 
present  hour.  Long  out  of  print. 

IX.—  Solomon's  Temple  :  Its  Types  and  Teachings.  Thos. 

Newberry,  Editor  of  The  Newberry  Bible.  A  remarkable  Volume, 
giving  the  Meaning  and  Message  of  the  Materials,  Structure,  Fur- 
niture,  and  Services  of  the  Ancient  Temple  built  by  Solomon  on 
Moriah,  with  its  Gospel  Types  and  Spiiitual  Teachings.  A  Volume 
of  Spiritual  interest  and  real  profit  to  all  Bible  lovers.  With  Two 
Engravings,  giving  Views  of  the  Temple,  its  Courts  and  Interior. 

X.—  The  Atonement,  in  Type,  Prophecy,  and  Accom 

plishment.  F.  W.  Grant,  Editor  of  The  Numerical  Bible.  We 
know  of  no  better  Book  dealing  with  this  great  and  vital  subject, 
fully  yet  simply,  than  this  Volume.  It  is  Scriptural,  Spiritual, 
and  Scholarly.  A  great  Book  on  a  theme  of  surpassing  interest. 

XL—  Israel,  The  Church,  and  Christendom.    Wm.  Hoste, 

B.A.  With  Foreword  by  W.  E.  Vine,  one  of  the  Editors  of  Echoes 
of  Service.  A  seasonable  Book  on  a  subject  of  great  interest,  com- 
paring  and  contrasting  "  things  that  differ"  in  Worship,  Service,  Life 
and  Testimony,  under  law  and  grace,  clearly  and  forcibly  pointing 
out  wherein  Christendom  has  departed  from  the  pattern  and  prin 
ciples  of  the  Word. 

XII.  —The  Seven  Churches  of  Asia.    w.  j.  McClure.    The 

Lord's  Messsge  to  the  Seven  Churches  of  Rev.  ii.,  iii.  in  their  Local 
and  Dispensational  Aspects.  Truths  for  the  present  time,  plainly 
stated  and  practically  applied. 

XIII.  —The    Offerings    in    Leviticus.      Thomas    Newberry. 
Types  of  the  One  Great  Sacrifice  of  Christ  in  its  varied  aspects.     A 
Volume  of  Fundamental  Truths  of  great  interest  and  value. 

Xiv.—  The  Holy  Spirit:  His  Person  and  Work.  S.  Ridout. 

It  is  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  its  real  value  for  help  to  the  people 
of  God,  that  we  offer  and  commend  this  Volume  of  Scripture  Exposi 
tion  on  a  theme  of  vital  interest.  Divers  and  strange  teachings  on 
some  of  the  operations  of  the  Divine  Spirit  are  abroad,  and  much 
that  is  of  a  traditional  rather  than  a  Scriptural  character  is  heard. 

One  Shilling  Net,  by  post  1/3  each,  to  any  address. 


JOHN  RITCHIE,  Publisher, 


NEW  SHILLING  LIBRARY 

OF  "SCRIPTURE  TRUTHS  AND  BIBLE  STUDIES.  '" 

XV.—  Lectures  On  Hebrews.  William  Lincoln.  The  Great 
Truths  of  this  Epistle,  all  presenting  the  Person  and  Work  of  Christ, 
past,  present,  and  future,  taken  up,  and  explained  simply  and  prac 
tically,  in  the  Thirteen  Chapters  of  the  Epistle. 

XVI.—  Genesis  to  Revelation.  Samuel  Blow.  Notes  and 
Outlines,  Expositional,  Doctrinal,  and  Practical,  on  all  the  Books 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  takea  up  in  their  order,  chapter  by 
chapter.  A  useful  Book  for  all  Bible  Students,  and  handy  Reference 
Companion  to  Preachers  and  Teaehers. 

XVII.—  The  Tabernacle  of  Israel.  W.  J.  McCiure.  Lectures 

on  its  Gospel  Types  and  Spiritual  Teachings.  Very  Simple,  Spir 
itual,  and  Practical.  Just  what  the  ordinary  reader  will  find  to  be  of 
real  interest  and  true  profit.  Original  Engraving,  photographed 
from  an  Oil  Painting  used  by  Mr  McCiure  in  his  Lectures. 

XVIII.—  The  Epistle  to  the  Romans.    John  Ritchie.    This 

Great  Epistle  of  Fundamental  Truths  taken  up  chapter  by  chapter, 
and  verse  by  verse  and  simply  expounded,  with  Suggestive  Synopsis- 
and  Practical  Notes. 

All  in  Uniform  Bindings,  with  Gold  Stamp  and  Title. 

One  Shilling:  Each  Net,  by  post  1/8,  to  any  address. 

Any  3  Volumes,  3/6  ;  any  6  Volumes,  6/6  ;  any  12  Volumes,  12/-. 

The  Preachers'  Library  of  Outlines  of  Gospel 
flddresses  and  Bible  Subjects. 

Widely  used  by  Evangelists,  Teachers,  Preachers  &  Christian  Workers. 

500  Gospel  Subjects  and  Evangelistic  Addresses. 

500  Bible  Subjects  and  Addresses  to  Christians. 

500  Scripture  Outlines  and  Bible  Studies. 

600  Children's  Subjects  for  Young  Folk's  Meetings 

500  GrOSpel  Incidents,  Illustrations  and  Testimonies. 

Cloth  Boards,  Gilt  Titles,  1/6  each,  post  free.     The  Set  of  5 
Volumes  6/6,  carriage  paid. 

COMPLETE  LIST  of  Expositional  Works,  Aids  to  Bible  Study 

Books  for  Preachers,  and  Christian  Literature  for  All, 

FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


JOHN  RITCHIE,  Publisher, 


XV 


BM       McClure,  William  James, 

654       1842- 

M27        The  tabernacle;  its 
types  and  teachings, 
a  series  of  lectures. 
J.  Ritchie 

Uie-.tl) 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


